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ADVERTISEMENT. 

At a time nLeu t)ic rijatimis of this coirntr}- v ith the 
nations east of the Ganges are occupying much attention, it 
is hoped tliat the following work, relating to a country 
hitherto vi'ry impeifecUy known to Europeans, will prove 
interesting to the British public. With the territory of 
Siam, lying as it does between the Burmese empire, with 
which wc are now at war, and the coniines of China, we 
must ultimately ha^e greater intercourse than we have 
hitherto had. The Siamese and the Burmese' look on each 
other — with what reason is a different question — as “natural 
enemies,” and ultimately the eitension of our commerce, if 
not of our political pow(T, in that region of Asia, will render 
it ahsolulcly necessaiy' that we should have some firm 
commercial footing in Siam. 

In the following work, while a personal narrative is given 
of the experiences of the attthor in that country, an attempt 
has also been made to give, from accurate and original 
sources, some account of the manners and customs, the cha-* 
raeter and disposition, of the Siamese ; but, above all, of the 
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oatural wealth and resources of the district, and of the 
mode in which these could bo developed. A chapter has 
been added on the History of Siam, and another on recent 
embassiH) to the Siamese court, in which it is hoped a 
sufficiently impartial account is given of the difficulties of 
Siamese negotiations, to countcrbalanco what may be con- 
sidered by many as the somewhat sanguine views of the 
author. 

The engravings have all been prepared from drawings 
made in the country, and their accuracy may he relied on. 

Lusdun, J/aji 1, 1662. 



AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


'Whev I fi#Bt uiidcxiook to compile, partly from notes and 
partly from a pretty retentne memory, the incidents and 
narrations which compose the following brief sketch of the 
Siamese, their manners and customs, and the nature and 
produce of their country, 1 had already run tlie gauntlet 
through the host of critics and reviewers, ^sho kindly 
condescended to discuss the merits, or otherwise, of my first- 
born literary production, “ Eight Yt'ars in Syria, Palestine, 
and Asia Minor.” It is needless to say, that trembling as I 
did under the ordeal, my alanu was only exceeded by my 
gralitudc for the lenient, nay, in some instances, flattering 
reception I m(>t \Aith from the public press. This, and this 
alone, has induced and emboldened me to assume afresh the 
steel pen of modern authorship, and though I do not aim at 
distiuction on the score of enlightening the British public 
on the all-importaat subject of the statistics and commercial 
wealth of on empire, rich indeed in its natural produce, and ^ 
but slightly known to the majority of readers, still, I am not 
without hope that this volume may contain some information 
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regarding the habits of a people who are {it the best semi' 
barbarous, at the same time that some small knowledge nu^' 
be gleaned regarding the national wealth and commercial 
enterpriie of Siam. 

I may here, in self-defence, state that at the period of my 
visit to that distant Eastern empire, I was, though even then 
somewhat of a traveller, quite young both in years and 
understanding: wore it not for this, I should have most 
assuredly amassed more valuable information tg offer to the 
public ; but geographical information and statistics are not 
often the hobbies of youth, and a shooting party or a rowing 
match had, at that period, more charms for mo than the 
pursuit of more useful knowledge. 


F. A. NEALE. 
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CHAPTBB I. 

Departure from Slugftpnre.— Squally weather.— Dangorona aituatton of the Alp.— 
Experience of a Typhoon uear I*ulo Obi. — Deecrlirfion of itz—ProgroBB to Slam 
Bluughter of the ducks. — Arrival at the Bar of Siam. 

AVING- travelled over 
Jbf . .. the greater part of the 

Presidency and 
revelled in its mangoes, 

V- mangoBtins, I found my- 

I Cf i ^ spring of 1840, a dilettante 

' ■ a-t Singapore, a waster of time and 
I /'% ^ ^ remain and 

j ^ dei>art, and in*a sad 

unsettled state of mind as to the next 
part of the world most desirable to 
visit, for even China and Sumatra 
were stale to me. 

■•■=2=?“®=^ « a In this dilemma I one day en- 
countered the captain of a fine Bombay 
ship^ called the Adelaide : ” 1 had before made a voyage 
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viih her from Penang to Tdilicdien; on the Malabar ooast, and 
a merry time we had of it on board. 

“Holloa I” exclaimed the captain, “you here! why wliat 
port are yon bound for now 1 " 

“ That ia just the question I Was about to put to you myself,'’ 
was my rejoinder. 

“ Oh, as for me,” he replied, “ I am bound for Bangkok, in 
Siam, and sail to-morrow evening if the weather permits, — a 
queer outlandish place it is, — and if you have nothing better to 
do, take a trip down there with me ; I’ll go bound you won’t 
repent the voyage.” 

“ Agreed,” said I ; and agreed it was. I went to mine hotel, 
packed up my effects, took an affectionate farewell of mine 
hostess, hid adieu to Singapore, and got into a boat that rowed 
manfully for the good ship “ Adelaide.” 

The best cabin in the ship was allotted to me, and as I was 
quite an old stager ai voyaging, I occupied myselJt the whole of 
next day in putting things into shipshiipe order, my bed was 
well slung ; my clothes properly arranged ; books, and charts, 
and paint-boxes, and instruments, secured from tumbling off the 
locker; one or two little pictures slung upon brass hooks in 
conspicuous places; and this completed, I was ready to set 
forth on my voyage to explore lands hitherto unexplored 
by me. 

Towards cvcnuig a giHjat many queer-looking packages came 
off, and a little later, Monseigueur the Boman Catholic Bishop 
of Singapore, occomptuiied by two grave and demure-looking 
priests. Tliese chattered like so many starved parroquets till 
nigh upon nightfall, au'l then Monseigneur and one priest 
deported, while the other remained, and I made the important 
discovery that this priest was going to be my fellow-passenger. 

“ Parlez-vous rran 9 ais ?” inquired the priest 

“ Non, Signor, non intende,” was my reply ; for I was then as 
ignorant of French as a savage is of Latin grammar. He nodded 
his head, however, to a basket, and withdrawing therefrom a 
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bottle of Manscl^o, he made me onderstaod that we should 
partake of the same. 

Now, this was sense, and a language that any mas could 
nndei^tand ; so we clinked our glasses together, and from this 
period became the best of bosom Mends. 

Sailors have a horror of priests and black cats, and it so 
happened that we had both these harmless creatures on board at 
starting. The cat, however, was soon flung overboard by the 
mate, and if he had not had a fear of judge and jury, the priest 
would certainly have followed the cat on some occasion, when 
a dark night and a favourahle opportunity presented itself. 

The next moi'ning we weighed anchor and sailed through the 
Straits, passing along almost within stone-throw of the eastern 
shores. Pedro Slanco, a small rock in the middle of the channel 
was safely passed, and by night we were fairly launched into the 
China Seas. Whilst beating off Cape Bomania, we experienced 
thick foggy weather and squalls, which rendered navigation 
perilous amongst the many islands and shoals with which these 
seas abound j at daylight, the morning after quitting Singapore, 
we had ample proof of the necessity of a wary watch being kept 
to look out for the hidden perils of the deep. Scudding before 
a squall under very light canvas, we discovered through the 
mist that surrounded us the dim outline of land not two hundred 
yards ahead, and upon which the surf was roaring and foaming 
in a most fearful manner : in putting the ship about, she missed 
stays, and we were all on the very threshold of perdition. The 
captain was as pale as a wintry moon, and as for the Lascars, 
they wore rushing and tearing about like a posse of chickens 
that had just caught sight of a hawk, knocking over each 
other and everybody they met. The Seran^, or chief boat- 
swain, upset the poor Padre, and before he could recover 
his equilibrium he received grievous bodily injury, and was 
trodden nigh unto death. In this sad dilemma my poor 
skfll in nautical matters was put to the test. I was then cer- 
tainly what finished seamen would term a "lubber,” and ever 

B 2 
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afterwards I never pretended to great honpnrs ; but at that 
moment of peril I became inspired with a knowledge foreign to 
mj intellect. With death staring me boldly in the &ee ; with 
destruction painted in every billow, and complete extennination 
uttered by every foaming surge that spread far and wide around 
ns; with echoing knells from every pierced rock and empty 
cavern, my cool self-possession never forsook me. I felt pre- 
assured that such a frightful death, such a torture amongst 
sharp-pointed flinty rocks and dashing pitiless spray was not 
then my destiny ; and the poor clay, clad with a soul's radiancy, 
was not fated to become a merry feast for the hawk and the 
vulture, or the equally carnivorous sea-gulf. 

Braced up and encouraged by such a presentiment, I took 
upon myself the command of the vessel, not directly but 
indirectly. I hinted to the captain the absolute necessity of 
trying to wear the ship ; he followed my advice^ but alas ! even 
here the helm failed to command the impetuous progress towards 
destruction, and the coinmaud was fflvea to let fly all but the 
spanker ' The ship spun round like a top ; aud then hoisting up 
the fore-toimil and backing it, we floated past land aud dangers, 
and by mid-day found that we had passed tlu-ough Pulo Tiuggi 
and Fulo A or, and setting aU sails on the larboard tack, sighted 
and passed the high land of I^oman, steering as direct a course 
as we Could for Pulo Obi, on the Eastern extremity of the 
gulf of Siam. 

A day and a night, and half a day, we were spanking away 
under all available soLL Then came a little mizzling rain, and 
the glass was falling quickly, and everything around warned 
us of on approaching storm. It come before nightfall: first 
there was a dead calm, and the water was as smootn as a 
mill-pond ; then a dark line upon the deep came as avant~/ioitrier 
of the tempest ; bringing a mild heavenly breeze, invigorating one, 
and instilling fresh life after the sultry beat of the day , at intervals 
the wind became squally, and shifted aU round the compass. 
From the heavy dark bank of clouds to the southward, we felt 




BSATUfO OFF THE COAST OF OJ 



BESIDENCE IX STAlf. 


well aasnred that a typhooD was raging in the China Seas ; 
aeoordingly our best and safeat plan was to keep, if possible, < 
in the gul^ where the sea, being land-locked on several sides, 
afforded shelter to a certain extent. We worked tack-and-tack 
as the aqnallB shifted. Towards midnight the. squalls became 
more violent, and kept on stiffening till they settled down into a 
gale ; the gale became a hurricane, and the hurricane a tornado, 
that turned into a typhoon. 

We had luckily but the fag-end of this terrifto tornado, which, 
in one dark gloomy night, sent upwards of a thousand men to 
a sad grave in a fathomless deep. The “Qolconda,’’ bound 
from Singapore to China, with part of the 37th Begiment Madras 
Native Infantry, was supposed to have foundered on this very 
identical night; this much is certain, that she exchanged 
signals the pi'evious day with a vessel bound for the Straits, and 
from that hour to tltis, neither stick, nor plank^nor any remnant 
of those brave and generous heaits that proudly throbbed in 
expectation of victor}'’s brightest laurels, has ever come to light 
to let man know to what mysterious and fearful end those 
hapless people came, or how or where they found a troubled 
resting-place in those deep sullen waters beneath the wave, 
whose quiet, still repose, no storm has ever yet sought to disturb. 

The night passed heavily ; and roughly were we tossed from 
wave to wave. Then came the acm^ of our troubles : long, long, 
before it reached us, had we seen the fiery lightning, darting 
fury from the sombre heavy clouds that hung in pinnacles upon 
a tempest-built l>ank. Then there was a murmuring like the dis- 
tant voice of many waters that bad burst from their bondage, 
and were now bearing down and canying everything before 
them : borne on the wings of the gale, the thunder-clouds came 
rapidly spreading over us ; flash followed upon flash of vivid 
sulphureous lightning, and in the short interval between each 
transparent flame of light, the vision was. dimmed with an 
impenetrable black misty haze, too mysteriously awfiil for 
descriptive powers to depict. None remained on deck ; every 
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gfcitch of canvas had long since been furled ; the very h^msmaa, 
totteiing irith fear and consternation, hacked ^e helm amidshij^ 
and fled precipitately below ; and the vessel was leftHo the mercy 
of those elements which were then waging war like demons in 
their might. A dazzling, vivid, lingering stream of fiery fight ; 
a black and firightfufiy dark instant of suspense ; an atmosphere 
charged with sulphureous smoke ; and then there burst upon the 
eats one mighty and stupendous crash of dinning thunder more 
loud than all the world’s artillery, and mines, and shells, and 
rockets could, combined, produce. The veasel shook and quivered 
like a timid bird, and one huge splinter from the shattered 
mainmast traversed the poop-bulwarks, imbedding itself as 
firmly in the cuddy lockers as ever did the strongeBt javelin, 
thrown by the mightiest arm of giant strength, into some 
sapling oak. 

The storm was done. We had been flying till we had out- 
sailed its circling bounds. The lightning had swept by, to heap 
destruction on the forest trees of thoithen still distant shores of 
Siam. And as morning broke the crew stole forth on deck 
to find the proud gay bark a wretched mastless wreck, with 
shrouds and cords, and booms and spars, and yards and masts 
scattered in every direction ; some splintered into minute pieces; 
others towing overboard in heavy knotted masses; and the 
whole in such a state of eutaugled confusion as to be seemingly 
beyond the reach of hope or remedy to the inexperienced eyes 
of landsmen. Most fortunately, the whole succeeding day we 
were in a perfect calm. Axes, and cutlasses, and knives were 
hard at work, boats were lowered, the rigging and spars overboard 
secured, the parts on deck unrove, jury masts set up and 
firmly lashed, and so well did the old Serang and his Lascar 
crew work that day, that by evening we had two courses and a 
small driver rigged, and set two topgallant as topsails on studding- 
sail booms, which swung up and down, as the weather proved 
fiur or foul ; the decks were clean swept ; the odds and ends of 
the wreck, bits of ropes, spars, &c. &c., all stowed under hatches ; 
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and ve were aa comfoitaUe and C027 on board as thongli nothing 
had happened, or no such thing ae a typhoon existed. 

Light winds and variable succeeded, with calms and weather 
snltry in the extreme : the tide set ns to leeward, and if we made 
twenty miles one day, we lost thirty the next ; this was bad 
enough for two or three days, but when it contdnned for a 
week and upwards, it was enough to exhaust the patience of a 
saint. One or two of the water-casks which had been lashed 
on deck became leaky from the effects of the sun’s fierce rays ; 
the planks on the deck began to start, the seams came 
uncanlked, the paint curled off the bulwarks, and tbe heat in 
the cabin was most stifling and appalling. 

The captain lost all patience; he swore at eveiything ho 
could think of, from the cat to the priest. The gulf, he said, 
must he the dwelling-place of evil spirits, who had the power 
of tempting man to t>in, and inducing him to su^ar against his 
own will. The cabin-boy a^id the cook bore the brunt of his ill- 
humour; he bufieted the one because the cabin was hot and 
uncomfortable, and cuffed the other because the soup was cold 
and clammy, .iVnd woe betide the cat, or rather cats (for there 
wore several of a different hue to the black one, which had met 
with an untimely end) ; woe betide the cats if he caught them 
pilfering. All the crew were immediately set to work to hunt 
out the two felons, and when caught, their two tails were lashed 
together with spun-yam, so scientifically knotted, that nothing 
hut the loss of the tails could separate them. In this wretched 
plight they were swung over a rope drawn taut for this express 
purpose, and there left to battle out the watch between them- 
selves. Such a mawl-rowing, and growling, and spluttering, and 
spitting, and scratching, and biting, was never witnessed between 
two feline combatants. Each culprit presumed the other to be 
the immediate cause of the pain and suffering entailed upon it by 
its tail being cruelly squeezed and pinched, and sought mutual 
retribution for injuries received ; but Capt. C. was by no 
means Innately a cruel man, and the moment his wrath was 
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direrted by veebg^e cats suspended in this atrociously Indicromi 
' method, and before they inflicted any serious injury on each 
other, he cut short the combat by cutting do\ni the iope. 

Twelve days elapsed from quitting Pulo Aor before ve caught 
sight of land again, and then we were not much gratified by the 
land we sighted proving to he Pulo Obi or Ubi, on the south- 
western extremity of Cochin China. In one instance, however, 
it proved lucly and even gratiiying ; it enabled us to procure a 
fresh supply of water and provisioTis, and afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of visiting its little-frequented shores, and of having a 
whole day’s rest on term jvrma, pleasantly occupied in exploring 
a wild and singular land. A large Chinese junk lying at anchor 
was an excellent guide for ns, and we brought up within a 
cable’s length of it. The junk turned out to be an annual 
trader from Canton to Bangkok, and having experienced very 
rough treatment from the same typhoon in which we had 
been dismasted, had been compelled to run into the harbour 
of Pulo Obi, not only for water and provisions (which had been 
all washed overboard), but to procure if possible a new mat sail, 
the only one she had left being in a very tattered and wretched 
condition, . 

Pulo Obi is the resort of a few roguish Cochin Chinese, who 
have been exiled their country for various offences against the 
state. At the time that Crawfurd vi.sited this island, there were 
OTdy eight people residing upon it ; where we landed, there was 
a village of some thirty huts, containing about from ninety to 
one hundred inhabitants, and overrun with pigs, ducks, and 
fowls. Each head of a family possesses a tract of enclosed land, 
in which are grown yams, sweet potatoes, and a few other 
vegetables. Sailors of junks arriving from China eagerly barter 
tea, sweetmeats, birds’-nests, and other edibles, for live-stock and 
yams. Sailors of Siamese vessels barter rice, ghee, dboll, and 
other necessaries, for fresh vegetables and poultry ; so that these 
isolated beings subsist entirely upon the produce yielded by 
their fields and fiirm-yards, a small portion of which they them- 
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selves consume, and disposing of the restj^hmish themselves 
with such requisites and luxuries as are not obtainable in the 
island itself. They appeared to me to be very merry over their 
misfortunes, and from being of late years often brought in 
contact with the crews and captains of all the vessels trading 
with Siam, evinced no fear or suspicion of strangers, and only 
tried, as most orientals usually do, to get as much out of them 
as they possibly could. 

Our progress from Pulo Obi towards Siam was slow indeed ; 
we seldom made more than thirty miles during the twenty-four 
hours. The days were hot and oppressive in the extreme ; the 
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nights poured with rain. One very wet night the captain was 
on deck, and drenched to the skin, and m no very amiable 
humour. Our stock of ducks, on the contrary, were in the 
greatest imaginable state of enjoyment, and evinced their perfect 
satisfaction at the state of the weather by repeated loud 
quackings, sometimes so noisy that the captain was unable to 
make himself understood. At length his patience was utterly 
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exhausted, and he ordered the cook to watch for the dncks that 
made most noise, and slaughter them znstttnidr. The cook 
obeyed the injunctions given him to the letter, and next morning 
not a single live duck was to be seen. The victims were salted, 
and wt! were compelled to subsist on them during the remainder 
of our long and tedious voyage. 

Porty-two days had elapsed since our departure from Singapore, 
when we at last sighted Siam ; and then all we could see of it 
was a few Chinese fishing-stakes, a long low range of mangrove 
bushes in the distance, and mountains. 
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HORTLY after we had anchored 
off the bar of Siam, the Captain 
went on shore to report to the 
authorities at Faknam, a little 
town situated at the mouth of 
the river “Menam,” (which latter 
word signifies in Siamese the 
“ Motlier of ■W.iters,") the arrival 
of his hhip, and to obtain &om 
the Siamese Government pei^ 
mission for the vessel to enter 
and proceed up the river as far 
as RBuigkok, the modem capital 
of Siam. This is a fonn strictly to be adhered to ; for the penalty 
inflicted upon such as neglect it, and enter the rimr without 
this authority, is the seizure of the vessel, the confiscation 
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of the cargo, the ^priBomnent of the captain, (a very terrible 
' penalty in such a country, and in such prisons as it pos- 
sesses,} and the immediate execution of the Suunese pilot 
for an infringement of the laws of the “ Brother of the Moon, 
and worshipper of the two White Elephants.” Since, however, 
strange vessels never would venture to cross the bar without 
a pilot, and those acquainted with the trade know the 
necessary forms to he gone through, the threat is seldom, if 
ever, put into execution, excepting, perhaps, in occasional 
instances of small Chinese junks, which being ignorant of the 
law, and drawing only a few feet water, have passed in and 
been seized. 

After a day’s delay, the captain returned with the requisite 
permit, and accompanied by a pilot ; and soon after we weighed 
anchor, and proceeded towards the mouth of the river. But, 
however good a helmsman our pilot may have been, he grievously 
lacked the very necessary knowledge of the ebb and flow of 
the tides ; and after thumping the ship several times violently 
on the bar, there we stuck, with no prospect or hope of getting 
out of this position for at least twenty hours. The tide ebbed fast, 
and as it ebbed, the vessel lay heavily over on her broadside, till 
her position became so very unpleasant that we could neither 
stand nor walk, and eventually were compelled to seek refuge on 
the outside of the outer bulwarks. The position of the vessel 
caused havoc amongst the bottles and crockery-ware in the cabin, 
and the pilot came in for a pretty round tirade of abuse from all 
hands on board. 

There is a remarkable phenomenon to he observed on this bar, 
which is, that though its distance is fully a mile from the 
Menam, yet, when the tide flows out again from the river, the 
water alongside the vessel is perfectly sweet and drinkable. 

The tide had completely ebbed off the bank before it com- 
menced to rise slowly again •, and in this interval we slid down, 
by means of rope ladders, and bad no small amusement in 
picking up the little fish and prawns which had been left, much 
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I should think to their surprise, high and diy^ floundering about 
in an element very foreign to their nature. As the tide returned, 
so we drew nearer to the vessel ; hut it came up faster than 
many of us imagined, and notwithstanding our hurry and haste 
to Bcxamhle up the side of the vessel again, not a few of us got 
wet feet in the attempt. 

It was not till 10 p.m., that I could hope for any ease or com- 
fort in my bed, owing to the carious position that the vessel was 
in, and when she did right again, I was very glad to feel myself 
standing in an upright position. At break of day, next morning, 
there was sufficient water for us to proceed, and being ffivoured 
by a gentle sea-breeze, it was not long before we entered the 
magnificent river, and came to an anchor off the small town of 
Faknam. 

Pakuam is one of the most extraordinarily picturesque spots 
upon the face of the earth. It is like a miniaturs view of an 
inuneuse citadel, or a panoramic exhibition of the Boga Tigris. 
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On a diminutive little island in the exact centre ot the river 
rises a diminutive little white circular fortress, with a veiy 
small, but beautifully constructed. Pagoda towering up to a 
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pigmy height in the middle thereof. The absurd noticm of 
% erecting such a th£g with the deeign of instilling terror into 
their enemies could never have entered the heads of any other 
nation than the Siamese, or their celestial brethren. A broad' 
side of ship’s biscuits would almost annihilate it. Yet this 
jim-crack little toy is firmly believed by the king and nation to 
'tpiead terror far and wide, and to be the dread of the English 
(loveniment. and the only reason why they have never attempted 
to attack this, as they have all the neighbouring countries. 
Of course, there is a legend attached to this fort, some story 
about its having been founded by a Siamt sc deity, who still keeps 
watch over the welfare of its wurshippers. On cither bank of 
the river there is a long range of buttress, badly constructed 
and worse mounted ; indeed, many of the guns were so corroded 
with rust, that it would have been a dangerous experiment to 
attempt to fire them off. Erom these fortresses, an ordinary 
sized sliip’s cable is sti%tohed across in times of alarm and 
danger ; and thus protected, the Siamese presume their country 
to be impregnable. Hence, every day, at about 1 p. m., the 
notes of a discordant bom resound through every town and 
village in the Siamese territories, meant to proclaim to the 
world at large, "that his Majesty, the King of Siam, had had his 
diimer, and was graciously jdeased to grant permission to all 
other potentates on the face of the earth to follow his judicious 
example.” A Siamese would no more believe tliat any other 
crowned head dared transgress this law with impunity, than he 
would iu the existence of an electric telegraph; and as for 
breaking through it themselves, instantaneous death would be 
the result. 

We landed at Faknam, to take a look at the village and its 
inhabitants. The ground was swampy in the extreme, and 
elevated pathways constructed of lime and mortar were an indis- 
pensable requisite. These pathways were not over and above 
broad, and the Siamese not very polite, so that, in passing to and 
fro, they jostled us and each other in the rudest manner, and 
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occasionally some unhappy indmdual wan edged off the road, 
and disappeared amidst the mud and marshes of the quagmire. 
Such an incident occurring to any of our party would have 
occasioned -very serious inconvenience, as we were all dressed in 
white, with shoes and stockings d la FraiJea. Not so the 
Siamese, (whose rimplicity of costume will be commented upon 
in due order,) who, running to the river, would plunge right 
in, swim some twenty yards and back, and with dripping wet 
garments pursue their avocations with all the aang froid 
imaginable. In the mud, and all around, were numbers of pigs 
in the full enjoyment of their dirty element ; and little cleaner 
than themselves were the groups of village children that chased 
them from spot to spot with fiendish delight. Little fiotillas 
of ducks were swimming in puddles and ditches, and there was 
apparently no want of any kind of poultry. The villagers 
themselves were about as cut-throat a set as ever I set eyes on, 
both men and women, and as we passed, they*said something or 
other in Siamese, which migh* have been a welcome, or a male- 
diction. fur all 1 cared or knew. Judging from tlieir aspects, I 
am inclined to think they wore cursing us, the more especially 
as they owed the English a grudge for the sound example that 
had been mode of them, not many yeais before my visit, for mal- 
treating two British subjects that were amusiug themselves by 
shooting wild pigeons in the ■ricinity of their temple, or watt. 
The story w.as tliis. Mr. Hunter, a gentleman for many years 
resident in Siam, and who had the esteem and regard of all the 
better portion of the inhabitants ,tt Bangkok, bis Majesty the 
King included, was very fond of fishing and shooting, the two 
only amusements afforded to such as become voluntary exiles,and 
take up their abode in these little rivilised ports. For the better 
accumiuodatioii of himself and his friends, Mr. Hunter had 
purchased a beautiful little cutter of about 25 tons burthen, 
in which many and many a time I afterwards accompanied him 
on exploring trips outside the bar, and amongst the numberless 
little islands that line the sea coast. In the instance alluded to, 
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he IumI maHfi up a pleasure trip, which was to extend, I heliere, 
^as &r as " and back. Arriving at Faknam about 

mid-day, and the tide and wind not favouring, Mr. Huhter deter- 
mined to land there, and see what sport he and his companion 
(the master of an English vessel) could get by shooting wild- 
pigeons, which were very plentiful about the neighbourhood of 
the tvatt) where, on the pinnacles of its lofty pagodas, they were 
wont to build their nests and rear their young. Great success 
attended the sportsmen, when (just as they were about to 
return to the cutter) some twenty uifuripted priests set upon 
the pair, armed with murderous clubs, .'luJ beat and otherwise 
maltreated them most unmet elfully: the whole populace rose 
upon these two defenceless Britons, who, nevertheless, fighting 
back to back, managed to keep numbers of the assailants off, 
till, attracted by the noise and riot on shore, the crew of a 
Portuguese brig, then lying at the mouth of the Menam came 
to their timely rescue, and got them on board the cutter more 
dead than alive. Mr. Hunter immediately got under weigh, and 
wind and tide favouring, proceeded back to Bangkok, where he 
and his companion immediately on their arrival presented them- 
selves at the palace, and demanded and obtained an immediate 
interview. The king was highly exasperated at the conduct of 
the people at Faknam, had the governor and chiefs bastinadoed 
most cruelly, and caused the whole bevy of priests to bo expelled 
from the watt, and exiled as felons into the interior of the 
country, where their occupation to this day, if they are still 
alive, is to cut grass for the wliite elephants that are kept in 
such grand state, and so much reverenced, by the inhabitante of 
Bangkok and all Siam. 

The houses at Faknam w#c miserably dirty, constructed of 
mud and wood, and, as is the case in the Malayan peninsula 
the upper story only teuantable, the lower one being the abode 
of pigs, fowls, ducks, dogs, cats, and, I imagine, not a few snakes. 
The Government House had been built originally of stone ; some 
of the woUs were still of this material, hut the rest was rudely 
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patdwd up with firewood and mud. It waa^the only house at 
Paknam into which you entered before mounting up stairs, and > 
had rooms both in the upper and lower stoiy. The reason of this 
was, that the Governor being the Lead man, and greater than 
the rest of the villagers, it was no shame for others to pass under 
his abode ; for a strong prejudice exists in Siam against paadng 
under any man’s abode that is nut immensely your superior, a 
prejudice which I slmll hereafter endeavour to account for, and 
from this cause all the other houses had ladders placed outside. 
As in Sumatra, the people preferred elevated positions, for two 
\ejy sensible reasons — the first vras, to protect them from the 
stings of venomous reptiles, with which the whole country 
abounds ; the second, that the cool eea breezes might have free 
access to their couches, and help to drive away the swarms of 
musquitocB that literally drive oue to the verge of insanity 
by their shaip malignant stmgs I'he interiot of Government 
JSouse was anytliing but preitosbcssing ; a wveichedly planked 
room, With an old dingy cariwl, and a few smoke-dried cushions 
to reeline against. As fi i the Oo\enior himself, he was a burly 
overfed Siamese, with a liti'iky voice, and an inquisitive lyc. His 
questions were mainly of a selfish nature. Fie asked me, ilirutigh 
the interpreter, if I had ever seen such fortresses, or such a town 
os the one he had tJie honotu' to eommand f 1 replied, with all 
truth and sincerity, that I never had. “Ah, then,” said the 
Governor, “wait till you get to the capital, and then you will 
see (anil here he paused, and covered hh eyes with his hands 
as though the more reflection were sufficient to blind him with 
its dazzling glory) — you irill see something that will astonish you 
far more than even the Emperor of Ghina’s rich capital would.” 
The next thing he wanted to know was, whether I was a doctor 
or not, and on my rcidying in the negative, he evinced much 
delight, declaring all doctors to be ignorant men, who made 
people swallow abominable filth, whilst they themselves lived on 
the fat of the land. His own had restricted him the use of ardent 
spirits^ and be said the result was, that he was very ill aud 
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tlying. He suffei-e^ from a constitutional Btomach-aclie, effeetu- 
* ally to cure which he begged veiyhard for two bottles of English 
brandy, offeiung to give us a small detachment of chickens and 
ducks in return. During our interview, the ladies of his house- 
hold wpi-e amusing themselves by peeping through eyelet-holes, 
made expressly in a large sail that ctutained off the audience hall 
from their department. They made no secret of their vicinity, 
for they laughed and talked as loudly as though they were in 
the same room, and 1 make little doubt their comments would 
have been rather disagreeable, had we been able to appreciate 
their pith and aptitude. As the case BbH)J, however, we were 
perfectly innocent on this score, and in this instance at least, 
ignorance was bliss indeed. Taking leave of his Exeellenoy, we 
returned on board, heartily glad to be enabled to exchange the 
dith and aliominatiou of that wretched little town for the 
('omfortable clean decks of our own little floating world, small 
and confined though its limits necessarily were. After tea and a 
promenade on deck, the tide began to favour us, and the moon 
rose in all the majesty of lier jiale glory, to b“ a beiwou light to 
guide us through the intricate navigation of the river ; the wind 
was a mere zephyr, but it served to puff and swell out the tiny 
loftier sails, with sufficient force to urge our little bark on her 
onward way ; sometimes it was right aft. and sometimes right 
ahead, now on the Icc bow, now on the starboard, according as 
Ihe windings of the river caused the vessel to sport with its 
mvisible playmate. 

So deep is the Menam and so void of shoals and banks, that, as we 
worked tack and tack up certain portions of the river, tlic bowsprit 
of the vesse^ot fairly cutangled amongst the mangrove bushes, and 
tore away twigs and even boughs in disentangling herself again ; 
and as these bushes waved gently to and fro as the night breeze 
swept over them, nothing could be more magnificent tlian the 
aspect they presented, thickly bestudded as they were with 
myriads of glittering fire-flies that ever and anon sparkled forth 
from the black obscure shade of the bushes, throwing upon the 
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vater and all around one bright transcent^t glow ofndiani 
light This was the sentimental part of the sceneiy, for on the 
other hand we were beset by perfect clouds of mosquitoes, whose 
perpetual dinning drowsy hum was only to be rivalled by the 
acute sharpness of their venomous stings. I sought refuge under 
the mosquito gauze, only to find that scores of these vile insects 
had already found their way there ; and being locked in with 
such an enemy was even worse than facing them in an open 
field; but as the night advanced these wretches betook them- 
selves to the shore, and gave us a few hours of peace and tran- 
quillity. Whilst endeavouring to fall asleep, I was sui^sed to 
hear what I supposed to be the beating of a native drum or 
“ Tom Tom^' apparently close alongside the vessel ; and yet, to 
my certain knowledge from ocular demonstration, no human 
habitation existed within many miles of where we were then 
sailing ; the ground being on cither side of the river, as far as 
the eye could reach, a swamp unfit even for the cultivation of 
rice, and which was continually being subjected to inundations 
of the river. This noise arose, as I afterwards learned, fi'om a 
species of fish that followed in the wake of the vessel, and 
which from this circumstance (I mean the noise they make) are 
termed by the Siamese the Drum Fish, I saw some specimens 
of them afterwards in Bangkok : they are vej^' ugly, with a 
species of bladder under the throat, (from which the curious 
sound is emitted,) and wholly unfit for food. Towards morning 
we approached the second town, constructed on the banks of the 
Menam, after entering tlic river. Tliis is called Paklat Belo or 
Little Paklat, to distinguish It from Paklat Boon, a large and 
more considerable town some twenty mUes further qp the river. 
Paklat Belo is, strictly speaking, nothing more than a village ; 
in fact, not so large as many of the villages in the vicinity; 
but it is a place of some consideration,' from the fact that the 
neighbouring land on either side of the river is laid out in vast 
paddy fields as far as the eye can reach, and the rice produced is 
here shipped and cairied to Bangkok and Yuthia for the con- 
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sumption of the inhabitants. Here the eye first obaervSs signs* 
I of cultivatioii, and 2ere also commences that busy scene of life 
which goes on thickening and increamng as you drawmear to the 
capital Boats laden with every kind of marketable produce now 
make their appearance. This is the utmost limit of the floating 
vendor's boats ; they come down with a favouring tide, so that 
no inaTuiB.1 labour is required to urge the well-stocked canoes 
from village to village along the shores of the river : hence it 
arises that one seldom sees more than one individual in charge 
of a canoe, and their only duty consists ir skilfully steering the 
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boat, which the stream rapidly carries whichever way it may 
chance to set. These canoes are piled up in a niaamer that 
would lead one uninitiated in the art of skulling to imagine their 
safe guidance through the waters to be a moral impossibility ; yet 
such is the facility which practice gives to these almost amphi- 
bious people, that the canoes are generally entrusted to the care 
of a child not above ten years of age, and that cluld a girl. 
Accidents are very rare indeed, and this indeed is perfectly 
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'marvellooB, oonaidenng the thousands of larger and paddled 
canoes that are perpetually plying to and fro, and vhich, in some < 
sadden bend of the river, hidden from each other by mangrove 
boshes, come sharply round the comer, threatening instant 
deatmction to the smaller and more humble boat of tho vendor 
of fish, fruits, or vegetables. From Paklat Pelo there is a 
canal 'which is navigable at high 'water to canoes paddled by os 
many as eight men ; and this canal leads direct into the very 
heart of the city of JJangkok, cutting off a distance of nearly twenty- 
five miles. Proceeding from Paklat Belo, 'we gradually came 
upon a higher and more richly cultivated covuiti’y : pretty little 
hamlets and villages 'were scattered over the 2 >lain in the distance, 
and in some p.arts the couiitiy was thickly studded with beautiful 
fruit trees ; tlieir dark foliage eontrasting well with the lighter 
and more brilliant green of <he eoiintiy around. One curve in 
the river would brh g us in ‘iglit of the tall .ind^gmceful sugar- 
cane waving to and fi o as the 'wind sighed enviously through its 
foliage. No bee, however eumiii-'^ could hoiM* to suck sweetness 
from its coaiocly covert d c.ine>«— no oue but man j)o.s8e6sed the 
secret of the rich sweetness well concealed beneath its lougli 
unseemly bark — and none but man knew bow to squeeze the 
juice ; and, in short, not to lie too Hcutimenial, play tho douce 
with it by melting, boiling, skimming, and many other cunning 
processes, and so produce the sugar-mm and sugar-candy. One 
stout old CIuTiaman, who was ordering about some labourers, 
seemed evidently to iiussess the mcret . lie didlook' so bapiiy and 
BO fatly contented. A second curve m the river, and nothing 
but betlenut plautatious on either vide; a third, and lunumerable 
fruit gardens sprung up to view ; and so the scene went varying 
from beautiful to most lovely, and from most lovely to charming, 
as we spanned that river's waters, mile by mile. About mid-day 
we reached Paklat Boon, and the tide being agauist us brought 
up for that evening and went on shore to have a ramble. 

Paklat Boon is very prettily situated. Close to the water’s 
edge are the neatly built cottages of the artificers and others 




Consitt, a nitinlu-i of llie royal family, and Lord High Admiral 
of the Siamese navy. He is a perfect European m manners, and 
speaks Eugiieh fluently, and has adopted the manners and 
customs and tastes of our country. The little houses in the 
central part of the town were principally occupied by husband- 
men and farmers Each house was detached, and had a garden 
containing trees yielding the most luscious fruits in the East, 
and many rare and beautiful flowers. “ Well,” thought I, on 
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retnrningon board after a long and agree{|^le stroll, "matters 
are not so bad after all, and if they go on mending at this rate, ' 
the prediction of the old Governor of Paknam is in a fair way 
of being verified to a certain ertent.” 

Weighing from hence we proceeded up the river towards 
Bangkok. Truly the Menam is a splendid river, and well may 
the natives call it the “ Mother of Waters ! ” The further we 
progressed the more magnificent the river became, and in some 
parts it was a perfect lake, without a rock, or bank, an eddy, or 
any hidden harm to cause the mariner one moment’s anxiety or 
alann. The ship worked tack and tack and ran her bowsprit into 
the mangrove bushes on either side, to the no small alarm and 
dismay of troops of monkeys that were skylarking amongst the 
trees on the banks of the river. The fiirther we went the more 
intoreHling the scene became ; the water was literally dotted with 
vessels and boats of all descriptions and sizes, <BlupB, barques, 
brigs, schooners, cutlers, jnnks, jn-oalis, and canoes of every 
description and size. We were continually being hailed by the 
little vendors of divers goods, a? they skulled their canoes skil- 
fully under the stern of our vessel. Some sold fish, others fruits, 
others again vegetables, and there were a whole fleet of vendors 
of butcher’s meat and of bread, screaming, at the utmost pitch oi 
their little voices, laudatory encomiums of their different meats, 
each vowing her own (for the canoes are navigated by girls) was 
infinitely better to that sold by the rest of the lot. There was 
one old Chinaman who had hit upon a stratagem which seemed 
to promise fairly to recompense him for his trouble. He had 
erected in the centre of his canoe a cooking apparatus, and he 
ladled out into cups of very goodly dimensions a by no means 
contcmptiblo-looking soup, commonly known in Chiffa as “ Cnou- 
chou,” which consists of a mixture of eveiy kind of meat and 
vegetables that the earth produces, boiled down into a kind of 
jelly and seasoned with pepper and salt ; he had more custom 
than all the rest put together. Philosophical-looking old fi^er- 
men who had spent the night in fishing, and had caught nothing. 
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their fi^ea to declare that they had determined in 
^ their ovni minds not to go to the expense of such a luxury that 
day ; but it was a frail resolution, and made only to Ije broken, 
for no sooner did the much-loved fragrance reach their expanded 
nostril'', than they bid adieu to aU stoicism, and rowed as &st 
as they could after the vendor of “ chou-chou.” 

Evening was just closing in as we passed the dockyards of 
Bangkok, which are situated three miles below the city itself. 
Here those splendid ships which compose the King of Siam’s 
navy, and which would do credit to auy nation, were con- 
structed, under the immediate sapervicum of an English ship- 
wright ; and here vessels of :my other nation, that may have 
met with damage ai sea, are thoroughly, and at a very cheap 
outlay, repaired. There are also one or two dry docks ; and on 
the whole, the establishment is an admirable one, and well 
suited to render services to any vessels meeting with misfor- 
tunes in the China seas. Tn the hands of our Government they 
would become iuvaluable, and yield a revenue far suri)as8ing 
that yielded by similar establishments in other countries : but 
of this anon. .After rounding the dockyards, we passed tlie 
Bomaii Catholic Mission establishment, a very unpi-usuming- 
looking place indeed, with a little chapel where the well-known 
cross, that brings iteace and comfort to the Christian’s soul, rose 
up uiipreteudingly amidst the surrounding maguifieent symbols 

of Paganism and idolatry. Yet another tack, and one more 

* 

turning in the river, and lo the glories of the floating city 
burst upon our admiring gaze, like some resplendent ray of sun- 
light through an envious cloud. It was night — dark night ; neither 
moon nor stars were in tlie heavens. But what cared Bangkok, 
with its million globes that lighted the river’s broad surface 
from side to side, for night or darkness ! It was like that fairy- 
land where houris dwell, whose eyes shed lustre — lustre such as 
made the stars decline to keep their wary watch, and Madame 
Moon to hide her face behind a silvery cloud. As far as the 
eye could reach, on either sidi of the river, there was one 
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endless succession of lights — lights variegated, and of every 
imaginable colour and shape, and such only as Chinese inge-' 
nuity could ever invent ; every little floating house had two or 
more of these lights ; the yards and masts of the vessels and 
junks (and these were by no means few) were decorated in a 
like manner ; tlio lofty pagodas or minarets of the watts were 
one blaze of light. It was the most striking, the most beautiful 
panorama I had ever witnessed ; nor, had we been a day later, 
should I have enjoyed the spectacle, for the night of our nirival 
chanced to be that of one of the greatest feast-days in China — 
the feast of lanterns. The tide was now setting against ns; 
and although the distance to our proper anchorage oif the 
British factory was trivial and easy of accomplishment, the 
captain was afraid of getting entangled with some of the many 
craft lying in t he river, and so dropjH;d aoohor just opposite the 
Portuguese Oonaulate, where also resided a boani of American 
missionaries — a regular set of .Tonalhaus — who came olf imme- 
diately, anil coininenoed guessing and ealcnlating to an extent 
that would “wl)ij> spiders Into a bale of silk,” and wliich com- 
pletely destroyed tlie iUusioii of tbe jnag)iiliccnt view I had been 
enjoying. 

“I guess, Cap’en, you got .some crackers aboard for my wife ? 
They came all the way from Carolhza, and I’ll thank you to give 
’em u]).” 

“Who the (lie veiy nearly went the whole extent) are 

you ? ” exclaimed tJie blunt old skipper ; “ and what are ye, 
to think that I’m going to look after j-oxir crackers at this time 
of night, and with the vessel swingiug-to.” 

“I’ll wi’ite to tilt Board, Capting,”8miflledthe enraged Yankee, 
“and it will be quite a long day before you bring any more 
crackers, or any other cargo, for us missionaries — quite a long 
day, I guess ; ” and repeatedly murmuring this to himself, he, 
iminvited, took a seat, and allowed his wrath to calm down in 
the contemplation of the good cheer spread on the cuddy-table. 
Many of these gentlemen wire celebrated for tbe like cool 
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proceedings. One mai^ Brother 0 , a tall lank spetdaen c£ 

k humxoitj clad in seldy black, {so tall that he might have been 
t\rin.-brother, for aught 1 know to the contrary, to the^celebrated 
American who labours under tiiis inconvenience to such an 
extent as to be obliged to dimb up a ladder evmy morning to 
share himself,) betook himself wife, children, bags, baggage, 
and all, on hom'd of the W. S. Hamilton, on English vessel, on 
the point of sailing for Singapore and Liverpool, without any 
previous intimation of his intentions to the captain, or any soul 
on board. The captain, who was entertaining a select party of 
friends at a farewell champagne dinner, and who, witli the rest, 
had partalcen freely of that enlireniug beverage, was quite taim 
a&ael', as he himself expressed it, at the sudden and unexpected 
apparition, but cheerfully invited the new comers to bo seated 

at the festive bfiard. Brother O stalked unceremoniously 

past the table, without deigning to notice any one in the room, 
until he had gained the door of tlie stem cabin, which having 
surveyed with an approving glance, and casting a look in which 
horror, contempt, and pity were admirably mingled, on the 
devilish creu< imbibing strong di'inks, broke forth into the 
following queries, with an unmistakeablc tone of command. 
Ifankeo ; “ C'apting ! you are going to Singapore ! ” 

Captain (in amazement) ; “ I am, sir.” 

Yankee : ‘'And you go right away after sundown ? ” 

Captain (coolly) : “ Berhaps yes ; perhaps no.” 

Yankee (more coolly still) : “Well, I gneas I’ll take this cabin 
for me and my partner and the precious children. We’ll put 
our boxes here and our beds there. We’ll eat in our cabin 
because we abhor winebibbers who have red eyes ” — —a pause 
— “and, Gapting ! when we get to Singapore I’ll give you thii'ty 
dollars !” (very loud and emphatically.) 

It is needless to say that, notwitlistanding this overwhelming 
offer, (which was just about one-ftfth of the ordinary passage 

money for a single individual,) Brother 0 was, much to his 

surprise, quietly requested to proceed on shore ; and he went 
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over the ehip’s aide fbaming with indignation, and making ns<r 
of the invariable Yankee -missionary threat of imting to the 
Bowrd. One woidd hare imagined that the Board was composed 
of the most powerful and awful despots in the universe, judging by 
the many direful threats held out of appealing thereto ; whereas 
its amiable members consist principally of tender-hearted old 
maiden ladies, whose names and places of residence may be seen 
any day in the list of charitable contributors appended to the 
annually published reports, with the nature of the contributions 
set opposite to their names, which not unfrequently consist of 
articles as little suited to the climate and people they are 
destined for, as the flannel waistcoats were, which (as we read 
in “Pickwick") so much excited the elder Mr. Weller’s indig- 
nation. 

As moniing broke, we, who liad been anxiously waiting on 
deck an hour before, graduall.y discovered the, different marks 
and headlands of the surrounding country. One or two solitary 
glimmerings were left, sole ivmn.ml'* of the last night’s grand 
display of lanterns, and the intense silence that reigned around 
sadly contrasted with (he noisv mirth and music of the preceding 
evening. The town looks as a supper-room does the morning 
after a ball ; there was uotlnng left of the feast save the odds 
and ends ; jollies had melted to nauseous-looking water, and 
gaily-oniainentcil cakes crumbled into indescrib;ible pieces of 
nastiness. So it was with Bangkok, as the first light ’of morning 
enabled us to obtain an obscure glimirse of the long range 
of floating houses that Lined the liver on either side. By niff/it 
they looked gaudy enough and sufficiently brilliant in our 
uninitiated imagination to have risen up into stately palaces, 
glittering with the golden light of the snu’s early ray ; in the 
'morning they appeared a nondescript confusion of cabins, 
pagodas, junks, canoes, vessels, fishing-boats, rafters, and rafts, 
and heavy-looking piles of bamboo and timber. As the sun 
cleared the atmosphere, however, things assumed a pleasanter 
aspect ; and by the time that we were ffiirly under weigh, and 
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vorlcing towards the anchorage, the whole oit 7 of Bangkok, con- 
^sisting of a long double, and in some parts treble, row of neatly 
and taatefnlly'painted wooden cabins, floatwg on thi^ bamboo 
rafts, and linked to each other in parcels of six or seven houses 
by chains, (which chains were fastened to huge poles driven into 
the bed of the river,) rose like a magic picture to our admiring 
gaze. Junks of 1400 tons were lying dose alongside these floating 
cabins — so close, that they could converse with each other with 
the greatest facility ; and one vessel — a Portuguese that was 
working tack and tack with us up the liveT^— approached so close 
to the houses, that, in going about, she came foul with, and carried 
away with her, half-a-duzcu of these flonting domiciles. The 
tide was running down rapidly, and so soon as the brig 
disentangled herself, away went these houses at a steamer’s 
pace, amidst the vociferous bootings and shoutings of their 
tenants ; and before many minutes had elapsed, they had 
disappeared round a comer of the river, and were stranded on 
the opposite shore ; but they sustained no great injury, for, with 
the simple diflereuce that their dislodgement was involuntary, 
this was after all nothing but the method adopted by the natives 
themselves when desirous of changing the position of their 
shops. If the air of the “Fleet-street” of Siam does not agree 
with Mrs. Yow-chow-fow and her children, or they wish to 
obtain a more aristocratic footing by being domiciled higher up 
and nearer to the King’s palace, thn all they have to do is 
to wait till tlje tide serves, and loosing from their moorings, 
float gently up towards the sjwt they wish to occupy. On such 
occasions the men are armed with long bamboo poles, to keep 
their houses from comuig in contact with any of the many 
vessels that are at anchor in the river ; and every soul on board 
every slap and every one within hail halloo and scream to each 
other in a most appalling manner, leading a stranger to imagine 
that the interests of the state must be at stake, and dependent 
entirely on the safe navigation of that one small floating house. 

Bangkok, the modem capital of Siam, and the seat of the 




iifc Chinese, 20,000 Burmese, 20,000 Arabs and IndLuos; the 
remainder, or about 240,000, being Siamese. This was the best 
census we could take, and I believe it to be nearly accurate. The 
situation is exceedingly picturesque I was told that when the 
Siamese relinquished the ancient capital of Yuthia, and first 
established the throne at Bangkok, the houses were bnilt upon 
the banks of the river itself ; but the frequent recurrence of the 
cholera induced erne of the kings to insist upon the inhabitants 
living upon the water, on the suppomtiou that their dwellings 
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would be mow cleanly^ and consequently the inmates less sub- 
kjected to the banefnl^effects of that scourge of the East. This 
is a remarkable fact, that an uneducated, nay unciTilised bar- 
barian, should have entertained such notions as to the conducive- 
ness of cleanliness to health and vigour ; but alas ! so slothful are 
the people — so frightfully indifferent to their own interests and 
health— that, although with very slight exertion their cabins or 
floating houses might be scrubbed and scoured out every morning, 
they are seldom even so much as swept, Tlierq is another and a 
great disadvantage to which this system has exposed the 
inhabitants ; it is this — cattle, dogs, r&is, nay even sometimes 
human bodies, that have Iwen cast into or been drowned in the 
river higher up on tbc Yuthia side, are perpetually being swept 
down by the ciurent, jukI getting entangled underneath the 
houses amidst the bamboo or poles that moor them ; the inmates 
as well as neighbours are asRailcd with pestilential odours, which 
they have no possible means of ridding themselves of ; and they 
have no alternative but to abide patiently till time and tide 
cany away this nuisance, being Hubjccted in tlie interval to 
a local miasma quite sufllcient to brceil typhus iu a malignant 
form. Another mconveuience is, that these houses, being so 
little elevated above the water's edge, are necessarily damp and 
humid, and consequently rheumatic fevers arc extremely pre- 
valent during the monsoons, hir. Hunter’s floating house was 
double the size of any of the others, very neatly painted, and 
well-fuinisbed, with a nice little vcrandaJi in front. The first 
night of my arrival 1 w'as dining there with all the English 
and Portague3e[.theu assembled at Bangkok ; we dined late, by 
candlelight, and after dinner, walking up and down the verandah 
chatting about many little afliurs, and the latest news, &e., I got 
BO absorbed in the theme of conversation as literally to forget 
that I was still upon the water ; and taking one step too much, 
found myself all of a sudden up to my neck in water, with 
the tide running so strong, that 1 lost hold of one of the wooden 
pillars of the verandah ; and though 1 am by no means a bad 
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gwimmer, I should inevitably have been dro'wned that night by 
being dravm right under the houses, if assi^ance had not come. < 
Mr. Hunter, the identical gentleman that brought home the 
Samese twins, had, after a great deal of difficulty and persuasion, 
induced the Siamese Government to permit the Europeans resid- 
ing at Bangkok to build houses on terra firma. The Portuguese 
consul, Siguor Marsinello de £osa, the French bishop and mis- 
sionaries, the Americans and Mr. Hunter, had all gladly availed 
themselves of this permission. Mr. Hunter’s was a very fine 
large prominent house, opposite to which the British ensign 
proudly floated on feast days and high days, and here every 
stranger found a home, for a very prince of hospitality was Mr. 
Hunter, as was also his young partner, Mr. Hayes. When I first 
arrived at Bangkok the building was not completed ; it was, how- 
ever, speedily finished, and we entered into possession. Soon 
afterwards I got my commission in the Siamese service as a naval 
and milibiry officer at the sfune time ; a curious amalgamation of 
oocnpations, and one which was sometinics rather perplexing to 
myself, hut the Siamese suppose that Englishmen know every- 
thing, and are au fait at every calling. Tlie day after I joined 
the Caledonia, a forty-four gun ship belonging to the Ring, in my 
capacity as fiint lieutenant, and whilst giving the necessary 
instruction to Messrs. Eglan and Rogers, my two juniors, as to 
getting up and setting the rigging, and making other necessary 
preparations for sea, one of the state barges came alongside with 
a request from the Prince Chou-Faa, the heir apparent to the 
throne, that I would attend instantly at his palace. On arriving 
at the palace, I found to my utter amazement that I had been 
sent for to cast a camion for the Prince ! ! ! It was long before 
I could persuade his highness that I was utterly incapable of 
undertaking such an office, and yet the Prince was by no 'iheaus 
a man deficient in common sense and education, as my reader 
will perceive further on in the work. One day I was busy on 
hoard ; another I was with the cavalry four or five .'jiiles in the 
interior ; a third, occupied in drilling the Prince’s own private 
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bodj gtiard ; a fourty doing a littie pioneering work ; and ao ire 
rang the changes on the army and navy each week-day. 

Before Mr. Hunter gained permiasion for Europe^ to build 
on the banka of the Menam, thia privilege was entirely confined 
to the members of the royal iamiiy, and for the building of watts, 
or places of worship. The pagodas that tower up from these 
watts are of very magnificent workmanship, being a mosaic of 
the finest porcelain, inlaid with ivory, gold and silver, and the 
efiect when the sun is shining upon them is perfectly dazzling. 
After the watts, what strikes the .stranger’s attention are three 
very lofty pillars, peculiarly and entirely inlaid witli variegated 
stones, some of w'hlch I was mven to understand were of 
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immense value. These are the tombs of the three greatest kings 
of Siam ; men who had done mighty deeds of valour at the 
period when the Burmese and the Siamese were at war. The 
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king’s psdaee itself to-sren high np in the a^r, and next in order 
comes the palace and fortress of the Frinee Chon-Faa. 

Next door to Mr. Hunter were the domiciles of some seven or 
mght American missionaries and their families, and next door to 
them the Boman Catholic chapel, a small but neat building, in 
which mass was regularly pm'foTmod by one or more of the 
missionaries. Three miles, however, down the river, and on the 
opposite bank, were the Portuguese Consulate, another set of 
American missionaries, the mission burial-ground, and the habi- 
tations of the French bishop and his clergy. The missionaries 
on our side were at warfare with those on the opposite bank 
regarding certain points of Church doctrine, but as they were all 
supported by one society they were compelled to have a board 
meeting once a month, to draw up reports and send in their 
drafts for nuinthly pay ; here violent controversies would ensue, 
which generally ended in a flood of tears and a hugging match 
all round. 

The public pi'isons are like so many bird-cages suspended over 
the water ; Jiere (lobtoin, like so many sparrows, keep hopping 
from one side to the other, as the shade shifts, and they are 
dependent upon the charity of passers-by for wliat they get to 
eat and drink. Women of notoriously ill fame are also similarly 
confined, with this difference, that their cages are on the rafts 
next to the banks of the river, so as to be hidden from the public 
gaze. The immoralities practised here, with the consent and to 
the advantage of Qovernnient, who derive a revenue therefrom, 
are too frightful to be attended to. 

Every house in the front tier is a bazaar, and in these bazaai's 
arc exposed for sale every imaginable article, the conjoint 
produce of India, China, the Straits, and even Liverpool. The 
men do not hesitate to expose, amongst other vendible articles, 
their own daughter, who may be considered to rank as a 
^cies of bale goods, and are often sold at less value than a piece 
of long doth, or a gaily-coloured chintz, the only difference in 
the bargain being that diould the purchaser ^uit the capital he 
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most restot« the 0rl, together vith ano&er sum of monej 
equivalent to the original cost price, and so much a head for 
every child she may bring back with her on her return to the 
bosom of her affectionate family. This clause is enforced simply 
be(vsuse the laws of the country demand it, for, of course, no 
affection can exist between the parent and child. ' Astounding 
as this must appear to the ears of civilised man, it is nererthdess 
an incontrovertible fact, and one which many others who hare 
visited Bangkok can vouch for. After all, it is only giving 
publicity to that which, under a thin veil of secresy, is bnt> 
alas, too frequently practised all over cur Eastcni possessions, 
and even in Turkey .and Syria. 

Bouts, or rutlicr canoes, arc an indispensable appendage to tlie 
houses in Bangkok. Every little cabin has its separate canoe, in 
which the natives paddle to market and back Again ; but at all bonis 
of the night, as well as during the day, the river is swarming with 
floating bazaars, and each' vendor has his separate cry, as distinct 
from one another as the cry of “ Mackarel ! ” is from “ Dust oh ! ” 
But to make the reader more at home with the subject I am 
endeavouring to picture to his mind’s eye, I shall describe one 
day and night out of the three hundred and sixty-five that 
constitute the year ; and os monotony is the prevailing feature in 
such an ouilaudish place as Bangkok, what occurs one day 
is repeated without much variation on every other. 

About half an hour before daybreak, the new comer is awoke 
by the most interminable cawing of innumerable flights of 
crows, passing in every direction overhead to fields and gardens, 
where doubtless they had at their last evening's reunion agreed 
to meet, for the plausible purpose of getting an early breakfast, 
and astonishing grubs and insects in their nocturnal carousals, 
before the sparrows and the larks should get the start. This 
cawing continues till daylight has fliirly set in, and then a host of 
sparrows create such a rioting as renders sleep or repose 
perfectly out of the question. The busy little grey squirrel 
commences its sharp and piercing series of cries, and the vendors 
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of fresh-culled flowers, fruits, and vegetableit ^ husilj engaged 
in their various occupations. Yon rise up from your bed little 
refreshed by the troubled slumber of the night, and the quiet 
rippling of the waters invites you to plunge your fevered form 
into their cool and refreshing depths. Half an hour’s swim 
makes ample amends for the loss of sleep, and this, aided by the 
cool morning breeze, braces you up to combat against the heats 
of the coming day. About sunrise you are astonished to see so 
many canoes, filled with unearthly-looking beings, dad in bright 
yellow garments, like so many dire emblems of the plague. These 
are the priests belonging to the different watts or churches that 
extend along the hanks of the river on either side, and they come 
round at thin early hour to gather their provisions for the day, 
for they live upon tlie charity of the people, and tlie people are 
charitable, cither from good will and pure puiqmses, or from 
necessity, for every man in S/.im must, inal^ Itti, he charitable, 
as fer ae Bui»porting the juiosthood is concerued. 

Betlennt vendors dispose of their goods as fn.st as they caai 
supply eit‘>tomena. for this said betlenut is as indispensable to a 
Siamese household as the rice they e.at and tho water they drink. 
Then comes the (jhiiiaman, with his ready-cooked pork ; and the 
fishmonger, with his fried and well-stewed fish ; and the l»aker’s 
girl, with bread and hoppers, (hoppers are a delicious species of 
cake, made of rice flour and cocoa-nut milk;) and then an 
ii.terinuiablp string of raw commodities, sea and river fish, goats’ 
meat and ixmltry, fruits, vegotaldea, and other minor articles of 
consumption ; and .ami<lst this comniotioii amongst the floating 
vendors, the city wakes to the business of the day, and man goes 
forth to his labour and toll. We breakfasted at Mr. Hunter’s 
about ten o’clock eveiy morning, and after that meal, when 
domiciled in his new house on shore, we were wont to walk back- 
wards and forwards in the splendid balcony he had erected, as 
much for the sake of exermse, as to enjoy an uninterrupted half 
hour’s chat ; and so punctual were we in the observance of this 
«onstltutional strut, that the Siamese ou the opposite banks, Vho 
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had little to do a&di leas to think imagined that this exercise 
was some portion of a religions duty, which we were compelled 
to accomplish, m^eru wleru, in accordance with the rules of the 
penance imposed upon us; and one stout old Chinaman, a 
merchant of no mean repute, came to condole with Mr. Hunter, 
expressing sincere sympathy for his suffering, in being compelled 
to walk about so much during the then existing great heats, 
comforting him with the consolatory thoughts of the monsoons 
being nigh at hand, when the weather would be cooler, and the 
fatiguing exercise imposed less detrimenual to comfort. An 
indolent people themselves, and wholly •'iccupied in sedentary 
lollinga, (for whethei at home m their floating cabins, or abroad 
in their canoes, they arc always., tailor like, seated cross-legged,) 
such a thing as volimtary exercise, shooting, riding, or walking, 
was a problem wholly beyond their capabilities of solution, and, 
in their estimation, that man must be a lunatic wbo would walk 
lialf a mile, when he might be comfortably paddled the same 
distance, luxuriantly seated in a canoe. After breakfast, Mr. 
Hunter betook himself to his counting-house, and we idlers 
paddled up and down the rivet. Some days we went to see the 
Portuguese consul, and his neighbours the American mission- 
aries. At other times we called upon the French bishop, and the 
Catholic missionarice, all very excellent people, and well educated 
and talented. An inspection of the dockyards, a visit to the 
various watts, a chat with the Prince Chou-Faa, a sliooting or 
Ashing exitedition, made time fly quickly enough. As for the 
Siamese themselves, they bought and sold, smoked, and drank 
strong tea without either milk or sugar, paid a visit of business 
to merchants and captains of junks, made balance-sheets and 
received money due to them, and paid wliat they owed, (this 
latter, however, was a rare occurrence, for I have known poor 
Mr. Hunter to be months and months before he could recover 
one faong of the money due to lum,) and thus they passed the 
earlier portion of the day, till the loud echoing trumpet, soon 
after mid-day, proclaimed to the world at large that his Siamese 
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M^eafy, iu condescensioa to the temporal Tf<^iits of faia people 
had condescended to dine, or breaMast, or vhatever hia meal 
might be termed, and then hia hungry subjects set to vork, and 
ihaated lustily also. After this meal, and until about two or 
h^-past two pjiL, a perfect silence reigns around Bangkok. Hie 
heat is at this time of the day so overpowering, that even the 
noisy squirrel has given over cracking puts, and seeks shelter 
and repose in the coolest boughs of the lofty Durian tree. Men, 
women, and childi-en are hushed in the quiet sleep of their 
siesta ; no birds are observed dying about ; no noisy crows are seen 
hovering to and fro, and the only sound that breaks the perfect 
stillness of that hour is the rippling of the stream as it ebba or 
flows along the parched banka of the river Menam. As for the 
floating bainars, they have oil long since disappeared, and having 
sold all that w«is necessary for the consumption of the city, they 
axe now many miles down the river towards PaMcU Boon, 
bartering for the reinalnjerof their goods with the villagers that 
dwell upon its banks. 

Even we Europeans at this hour always felt weary and full of 
lassitude, and in a place that lacked amusement so grievously, 
it is not Burjjtising that wc also indulged in tlie renovating 
oriental siesta ; for there never was a breath of aii- out of the 
heavens at this fwriod of the day to cool our fevered blooti, or 
take off in a measure the scorching heat of the sun’s luys. 
Between liall-()as( two iuid three p.in., that most welcome of all 
visitors in India, commonly termed “the doctor" made its ap- 
pearance. The uninitiated will start to hear me call a doctor'll 
visit welcome ; but tlus term in India is applied to the sea breeze, 
which, pimctunl almost to a minute, blows coolly over the parched 
land, reviving .animal and vegetable creation beneath the soft 
touch of its hreatli, and certainly so universal a ))cnefactor does 
not exist upon earth. Soon after the sen breeze sets in at 
Bangkok, tlie drowsy populace awake once more to a sense of 
bnsiness, and the whole river is very soon one scene of lively 
animation : more boats than ever are now to be seen, and more 
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people thnmg tba flying hoasea. About this period of the dftj 
there ia geoendlj a great stir amongat the shippiag— vessels ar> 
riving and departing, loading and disoharging. By ahd by, the 
eun sets in the west, the short doll twilight is fast giving way to 
the oiort* sombre tinges of night. The cawing of crows once 
more resounds through the air as they fly homeward for the night 
to roost ; mnsil lamps are twinkling in the floating houses, and 
on board the vessels ; the boats of the river grow darkish, olgects 
become indistinct, an old gong strike-s the half hour after six, 
and the whole place is wrapt in imptmetrablr night. 

For an hour or two after this, or, at the latest, till ten p.ni., the 
long row of lights in the floating-houses givo sjTuptonw of wake- 
fulness and of supper being under weigh. An occasional snatch 
of a Chinese carol would reach us os we sat ut the hospitable 
board of oiir worthy host ; by degrees even this sound would 
cease, and, save the low mournful ciy of some hapless young 
vendor of fish or fruits, who dared not seek her home before dis- 
posing of a stipulated quantity, for fear of chafltiBetnont from her 
ruthless master, nothing ilisUirbeil the solemn stillness of night. 
One hour before midnight, »■> indicated by the old clock at 
Mr. Hunter's house, was the signal for us to disperse for the 
night, and long l»efore that time arrived, the whole city was 
hushed in deep repose. 

Such, with very slight variation, is the method in which all 
residents at Siam pass the twenty-four hours of the three liundi^ 
and sixty-five days of the year. 

The Catholic Missionary Society at Bangkok, when I was 
there, consisted of one bishop and about ten French priests, 
besides one or two proselyte Cliinese priests. Of the former, I 
hardly can name one that was not endowed with every talent 
that strict collegiate education could afford, and the latter were 
useful, because, besides being sincere Christians, they possessed 
the power of expounding the Scriptures to their Chinese brethren 
in a language natural to themselves &om their birth upwards. 
Nor was this all ; they were w’ell skilled in medicine, and even a 
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few in surgery ; and if anything can win a savage idolater 
to lend ear to the marvelloas &ct3 of &ith, it is surely when he 
meets a man who has to them, apparently miraculouelly, relieved 
them from the greatest sufferings, and whose doctrine in one 
point of view, and that one hy the Siamese considered an all- 
important one, entirely coincides with their own faith and 
religion. 1 allude to the celibacy of the priesthood, An ignorant 
demi-cirilisod being goes into the temple where he worships, and 
he sees idols, and hears fabulous tales rehearsed by the priest- 
ci'aft of his idolatrous creed ; he sees certain forms and prostra* 
tions practised— the burning of incense, and bowing before 
well-lit shrines ; and he knows that the most heinous sin com- 
mittable by a Blmddist priest is the violation of his oath of 
celibacy. Of the incantations and prayers used be knows little, 
nor docs Uc care to know more. Tteligiou is to him a cei’emony 
to be gone tbruugli ; and, as for the ultimate results of life and 
death, unless very fan>vtically ilisiH)soJ to defend his own faith, 
bis chief object iii life is to enjuj liim-elf as nmeh ns he can here, 
and he believes that, at the worst after deiith, be may be meta- 
morphosed into a snail or a lizai-d, or some .such agreeable tenant 
of earth or sea. 

This identical savage is, from slieer curiosity, induced to enter 
a Catholic church, when, to his surprise and delight, he observes, 
not only fonus and ceremonies very much approaching to those 
used in his own temple, but also images and pictures, only that 
these latter lu-c va.stly more elegant imd attractive than the 
uncouth modellings and daults that he has heretofore seen. On 
inquiry, he is gratified to leant that the priests of this faith, like 
those of his own, are restricted from marrying, and his delight 
knows no bounds when, on the bed of sickness, bis attentive 
doctor and good angel pours into his eager ears the simple truths 
of blessed Christianity, and brings his happy tale to a still 
happier end, by illustrating that, as by bis (the doctor’s) skill, 
the sufiering body of the patient finds relief so by the skilful 
aid and love of Him who died for all, the poor, uncertain, 
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timorous, tremUing ^oul that fdt a certain consciouHness of 
sinful fear, and yet knew not where or how or to whom to fly for 
succour, hails a rock on which to rest its weary wings, had fear 
no more feom sin’s tempestuous storms ! 

It is then, to be wondered at, that the Siamese readily 
give ear to the Catholic priest, bound like their own in bonds of 
perpetual celibacy ; but, moreover, the priests adapted them- 
selves in many ays to the usages and customs of the natives 
themselves, and most strikingly so in one respect, that of never 
wearing any covering on theii head and ne\e'' sitting in canoes 
that were covered over. Tlicse are tvm customs wiiich the 
Siamese priesthood mid ro3’!il family never deviate from; for 
they deem it sacrilege to suppose that anything should 
intervene between the lofty canopy of Heaven and their own 
bald pales, excepting in their watts or temples, which are pre- 
sumed to be hallowed, or in the palaces of the royal family, 
which are also holy, as containing anointed and sacred kings. 

Hove these French priests, some of whom had almost come 
direct from their ow n country to these parts, managed to avoid 
getting a cmip ile tohil, while skulking up and down the river 
w itli their bare heads exposed to the vertical rays of a sun that 
parched up tlie very eaHh, and quite baked the clay alongside 
the banks of the river — ^this has been ever a mystery. The 
glare alone was sometimes suflicicnt to give me a headache ; 
and yet these Catholic priests were about the healthiest set 
of all those lebidiiig at Bangkok. 
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CHAPTEB III. 


lUyat dockyardi In Rangkolc.— F^iamew naTy,—Qtmrrel8 wKh Goehin Chlnaac.'' 
NfttiiGa of Blamoso ihipa of war, all BritiHh.— llotir given.— Compositioti of the 
erew-e.—Lftboureni in the dockyard.— Ilouae of the PortiigueM oonaul.— Anecdote 
About liricVo.— Story of vocaney Among ttoatlng housoB.— KebcUlou of Pcot«bI-i»- 
foor.— How it WAS arrcHtod. -Awful punishment of the robot. — Mr. Neale'e 
audience with the king. > Wonderful Siamoso ump.— Tomba of the three ktnge. 


the Government entaUwlimeutis in 
Siam, the dockyank at liaugkok are not 
the Iciist interesting. They .are partly 
foi’iueil by nature, and partly cou- 
Hti'ueted by man. There are both (b-y 
and wet docks, but every single dock 
is separated from the other ; and instead 
of forming one vast basin, they line the 
Itanks of the river for nearly a mile and 
a half along the right shore. In these 
docks, the fine vessels that compose the 
fleet of his Siamese Majesty were con- 
stnicteil, under the superinleud.ance of an Jinglish shipwright, 
aided by experienced Glunese carj)enters, wlio wei-e sent to 
Bombay and there appivnliced for several years, before they 
were a(.huitted into the Siamese employ. 

The vessels composing the Siamese navy, at the period of my 
visit, were fourteen in number, chiefly commanded and ofiScered 
by Englishmen, who in many cases were men of great talent 
and nautical experience. 
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Tite fbllowiog u » l^t oftfae Suonese ships of wsr 


Mill. eirvAivi. ovBi. 


CoBqaBnr . . 

. U13 

• • 

. Jecobs 


Victory .... 

. IdOO 

. 

. Kopere , 



Caledonia . 

. 1000 

. 

. Middleton . 

. . . 4i 

OoodSoceen 

. 700 , 

t 

• Trlsge . . 

■ 

Sir Winter Scott 

. 600 

, 

. l)e Lua . 

. . 10 

Ariel .... 

. 160 


. KgUu . 

. 6 


The rest were principally war-junks and gun-boats, under the 
command of Manllla-men and Chinese, and chiefly occupied 
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in cruising about the coast of Cambogia and the Malayan 
peninsula. 

The Siamese were usually on bad terms with their neigh- 
bours, the Cochin - Chinese ; and on such occasions the whole 
fleet were occupied in endeavouring to waylay and capture stray 
Cochin-Chinese merchant-junks, which generally contained very 
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valuable cargoes, destined for tbe Singapqfe or Borneo markets. 
The Siamese junks, on more than one occasion, after giving 
chase to a costly-freighted Tonkin junk, were but too happy to 
haul their wind and make the best of their way back to Siam, 
finding that the enemy was as well armed and manned as 
themselves. The precautions both parties took on sighting each 
other were ludicrous beyond measure. They fired shotted guns, 
which fell, harmless, short of the mark, somewhere about a mile 
and a half between them ; the Cochin-Chinaman meanwhile 
making the best of his way towards the port of destination, and 
the Siamese junk shortening sail according as she discovered or 
guessed the strength of the enemy. We witnessed a scene of 
this desci'ijition once, whilst lying becalmed under the lee of 
Pulo Obi, wholly umdile, and, if truth be known, little 
wisliing to give pursuit to the unfortunate Cochin-Cliiuaman 
who must have fallen an easy prey to ns, as o^r vessel sailed 
six knots to his one, aud our weight of calibre -would have sunk 
liim at the first broadside, or else so materially damaged the 
rigging as to have compelled him to heave to immediately. In 
either case the alternative was a sad one; for had we carried 
the crew prisoners to Siam we too well knew what cruelties 
and miseries they would have to undergo, under the despotic 
and tyrannous sway of the Siamese Government. 

On one occasion the “ Good Success " did capture a junk with 
a very rich cargo ; the captain and crew came in for a handsome 
share of jmiso-iuouey, but the unfortunate and harmless captives 
-were subjected to the most barbarous treatment, the greatest 
luxury afforded them being alligator's flesh, aud that not the 
freshest or best. 

Tbe reader will be surprised to see that most of the Siam^ 
ships of war are called after British names. This arose from 
Mr. Hunter’s having been on every occasion of a vessel’s 
launch solicited to give the name, and he having interpreted 
the sense in Siamese, his choice usually gave the greatest 
satisfaction. 
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The “ Conqueror,” ^ne of the finest vessels of the fleet, was 
unfortunately wrecked in a typhoon, and the “Caledonia" on a 
subsequent occasion very nearly shared a sinular fete. i 

The Lascars, or sailors of the Siamese, navy, were m by far the 
gi-eater number Malays, the rest being Siamese or Burmese, 
Each vessel carried two Chinese carpenters and their assistants, 
and the seacunnies, or helmsmen, were principally Manilla men. 
Each vessel was well manned, and the “ Caledonia ” had a crew 
of two hundred and tliirty-six individuals, captain, ofi&cers, and 
marines included. 

The Siamese Government pay very liberally. The captains 
were in receipt of one hundred and fifty dollars per month, and 
the first lieutenant ivceived a hundred, and so on, the wages 
gradually diminished ; the very sailors themselves being in the 
receipt of, to them, handsoiue salaries. 

No doctors, except Siamese ones, were permitted to enter the 
navy, and for my own part, I would as fain swallow a cannon ball 
as any of their boluses. 

The shipwrights, carpenters, and labourers employed about the 
dockyards, were kept up ou regnl,w pay, and there seldom lacked 
employment for them : for wliat with their own vessels, and the 
numberless junks that traded to and fro, there seldom jjassed a 
day without some kind of job that needed their scientific aid ; 
and the dock charges were all paid into the Government 
treasury. 

Taking into consideration the scmi-barbarous condition of the 
Siamese, the method they have adopted for organising their navy, 
and the measures taken to keep up the dockyards, so as to be 
botli useful and lucrative, phiinly evince a nature] tact and 
discernment highly commendable, and the naval force, if well 
cared for and properly armed and equipped, might render infinite 
service in helping to crush that hornet’s nest of pirates ever to 
be found amongst the islands and inlets of this very indifferently 
explored gulf, many creeks of which no civilised eye has yet 
penetrated, or is likely to penetrate for some time to come. 
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The residence of Signor Mareinello d^Baas, the Portugiitee 
comKll, 'wes very indifferently constructed with bamboos, poles; 
lath and plaster, but it was an extensive house, cleanly white* 
washed, neatly funiished, and situated in one of the pleasantest 
positions in Siam. It was the original intention of the Portu- 
guese Government to construct a splendid brick palace as a iit 
residence for their envoy at this illustrious court, and so far had 
they progressed towards the carrying out of their intention that a 
vessel laden with the finest bricks, and accom}>anied by Portuguese 
masons and artificers, actually sailed from Goa, (the Portuguese 
island on the Malabar coast,) bound for the city of Bangkok. 
But alas ! she was teinpcst-tost in the China Seas, and finally 
stranded on some hidden shoal, from which the crew with 
diflSculty escaped with their lives — the vessel went doum — the 
bricks sunk with her, and so did the hoj)es of the poor Portuguese 

consul, for his Govi minout could but ill aftbrd to risk such 
' * 
another cargo, and so Signor do Bosa hoisted his flag on a flag- 

statF more fitiing for )iia orighmlly intended consulate thiui it 
was for the very unpresmning house lie occupied. The consul 
had been ivsidiiig at Bangkok since the year 1 82S, and had, of 
course, acipirod a thorough knowledge of the Siamese dialect. 
He was a gentlemanly quiet man, who passed his life in poring 
over Siamese books, and seldom or never left his house unless to 
attend mass (if a Sunday, or to return a visit to his old and attached 
friend Mr. Hunter. He was a meet neighbour for the quiet 
unpresumiug .\mericaii iiUHsiouaricB that resided in this pabt of 
the city, who were a far belter disjiosed and educated set than 
those that surrounded Mr. Hunter’s new residence. Messra. 
Bitrii and Deane, in particular, were men worthy of the pro- 
fession they hail embraced ; the former was possessed of con- 
sideiahle private property, so that no earthly motive could 
have indnoed him to enter Hie Church. 

The Portuguese consulate and the missionaries’ houses are in 
this part so constructed as to form a tolerably large square, 
extending from the Baptist chapel down to the banks of the river. 




warm, auil of au eveuiug after the heat of the Jay had passed, 
, the consul and his sedate neighbours used to assemble and discuss 
the latest nows of the day, or w'atch the ^-gay scene the river 
presented, or turn to more gloomy themes and moiulise on 
and its many unceitain tenures ; the incentive to such argument, 
itnd what gave it gusto, being evidently tlie churchj'ord, which 
was not twenty yards from the tamarind tree. 1 sometimes joined 
these reunions when engaged to dine with Signor de Bosa, and 
after making themselves os miserable as they could, the timely 
cawing of the crows homeward bound to roost would warn 
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Jonathan of its being time for tea and crackers, and the same 
warning served to remind Signor MaraineUo that dinner ought 
to be ready, and so the melancholy knot would be unknotted. 
Kve yards from the roots of the tamarind tree, is the jetty pr 
landing-place, where a flight of very good wooelen steps are 
placed, descending which we get into our canoe, and paddle 
up the river as fast as the tide and the smewy arms of the Siamese 
boatmen will cany us. 

About a mile or two further up the river, you come to a 
vacancy, amongst the floating-houses, situated very nearly 
opposite to Mr. Hunter’s house — a void in those peopled 
thoroughfares in which no Siamese would ever wish to moor his 
house, or suffer his little canoe to paddle over its mystic waters. 
Your boatmen shudder as you pass this place, and so do you 
when you It-aru the sad tale that has doomed that spot to 
perpetual solitude. Tlie stoy is this : — 

Not many years Ix'ibn my aiTival at Siam, ‘and still perfectly 
fresh in the menioiy of Mr. £luntt»v, a revolutionary outbreak 
occurred in the interior provinces of Siam, the mgleader of 
which w.'is one i’eer-si-jii-foor. or some such hard name — a m.an, 
who, from Ids wealth and natural cunning, possessed great 
influence over many of the inhabitants of the interior provinces. 
In an mdueky hour for him, the demon Ambition took firm 
possession of his bi'e.ast, and from that time fonvard he dreamt 
but of tbe scejitre .and the supreme sway. He consulted astro- 
logers, who augured favourably for bhn ; he visited old witches 
and beldames, and those worked up his inflamed imagination 
with the most brilliaul pictures of success and glory ; and the 
Peer, backed by such a tissue of fortuitous events, proclaimed 
open war against the King of Siam, whom he declared to be an 
UBurjrer, and issued proclamations and warrants duly electing 
himself lawful successor to the throne. The priesthood and 
populace were on his side, and to set the matter heyond the 
shadow of a doubt, the Peer, in open day-light, appeared in 
public decked gaudily in gold and tinsel habiliments, and 
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motmted upon tJ*« “'*** el^ani /—it being an 

understood thing aji over the Siamese dominions, that none 
bnt the Mng himself could ever presume to bestride a 'white 
elephant, the beast held in most reverence amongst them as 
a deity. 

Nawe of this alarming ontbreak duly reached the ears of the 
infurinted monareh at Bangkok, who instantly gave orders that 
the trumpeter that day should, in addition to the usual permit 
granted to all other nations of the earth, blast forth a loud and 
direful revenge upon the head of the rebel-chief and his folldVen 
— proclaiming aloud that the celestial bodies (being connexions 
of the royal family) had determined upon scorching them up till 
they became as dung upon the earth. 

The celestial bodies, however, took no active part in assisting 
the enraged monarch, and in the interim, the rebel and his 
followers made rapid progress, and were speedily approaching 
the very capital itself, Tlieir name spread terror through the 
kingdom, and the King of Siam, amongst his fifteen hundred 
wives and numberless concubines, sat down and trembled as a 
boy would sit behind his mother’s chair, who expects castigation 
for some juvenile delinquency. The few Europeans, inhabiting 
Bangkok, began to be alarmed for their lives and property, and 
sought safety on board of some vessels that were anchored at the 
mouth of the bar. 

In this crisis, Mr. Hunter bethought him of turning to some 
use the guns that were rusting on board the vessels of war ; 
the hint was given at head-quarters, and joyfully acted upon ; 
and, as the ships of war were of too great a tonuage to proceed 
up as fiir as Yuthia, the ancient capital, the water there being 
extremely shallow, several of the guns were transhipped into 
smaller craft, and, with ample supply of ammunition, and under 
the direction of a few Englishmen and Siamese, the expedition, 
composed of a body of nearly twelve thousand men, sailed up the 
river amidst the acclamation and prayers of the whole city. On 
arriving at Yuthia, the guns were landed, and, by means of 

a 
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tracks, couveyed to a village three miles the interior, and in 
that direction from which the assault of the rebel and his 
followers was expected. Here, under the supez'intendence of 

Messrs. H r and M n (the latter in the Siamese service) 

serviceable batteries were soon constructed, the cannon well and 
firmly mounted, and loaded with grape shot. Scai'ce two days 
had elapsed after the completion of these very necessary prepa* 
rations, when the frightened inhabitants of the village were 
awoke one morning by the shouts and victorious yells of the 
rcbet and his followers, and great indeed was their consternation 
to find that the numbers of the enemy vastly exceeded their own. 
They would have fled instantly, bad not the English andManiila- 
men, aided by a few staunch Malay lioscars, previously and 
in secret consulted together, and taken pi-ecantion against such 
an event. In jilaeing the guns in the bat teries, they had not neg- 
lected to h-nve some four or five pointed towards that direction 
by which alone the ruuaways had escaped, and now, match in 

hand, M n declared aloud to them, that if they dared be such 

dastnnls a.s to desert tiiem at that critical moment, he would not 
only knock tliem to pieces witli their own guns, but would, if 
obliged to return to Eaugkok, have every man put to the rack to 
suffer a lingering death. This proclamation lind a salutary effect. 
The Siamese, seeing escape vain, determined to act as desperate 
men often act, witli a false courage. 

Meanwhile, the noise of tie invaders grew louder and more 
appidling ; their songs of revelry and mirth proclaimed to the 
listeners their certainty of undisputed possession ; they were not 
two hundred yartls ofl' the batteries (which they imagined to be 
lime-kilns, or^somo such harmless erections), when, at a given 
signal, a cloud of smoke burst forth enveloping everything in its 
darkness, followed by the bright flash and the thundering roar 
of that most unexpected artillery. The enemy reeled and 
staggered beneath amazement and fear, and the shrieks and 
groans of the dying and the wounded proclaimed the awful 
execution that that “ iron templet ” had committed. Before 
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the had dear^ away, before those that were unscathed 

knew how to act, or where to fly to, Captain M ^n, with a 

chosen body of Manilla-men, had sallied forth, and capturing 
the rebel and one or two of liis followers, was ou the safe side 
of the stockade again, llie others wei-e .*111 busy in sponging and 
relondiiij, the gnus — an uimecessaiy precaution, as ere this 
operation was completed under their unskilful hands, the whole 
rebel army had fled far beyond range of cannon shot. 

Pecr-si-pi-foor was cai-ried to Bangkok, tried as a traitor, and 
seutcueod to duatli. Tins was what Tuight have been expected 
even in countries far more civilised than Rl.im, but the appalling 
jiart of the tale is the meiliod by which the sentence was put 
into execution. The wretched criminal was condemned, first to 
have botti his eyes jiut out by Uie apjilication of sefuing-irons, 
and then to be placed in an iron cage (that hud formerly had for 
inmate a Bengal royal tiger), which was suspended just so high 
above die waters of the river, that the unfortunate captive by 
stretehiug his arms through the close irou bars could barely 
manage to touch the rijiple of the wateiTS with the extreme 
tip of his fingers, 

Uere without food or raimeut, with no protection jfrom the 
fierce sultiy heal of the noontide sun, with Ids braius racking 
and burning, and suffering from the acutest iigonics that thirst 
can impart, vlid that unhappy culprit listen to tlie cool rippling 
sound of these waters, fur one drop of which, like Dives of old, he 
prayed to wet his parched and withering tongue. How earnestly 
did that man pray for death, and that dark Angel, at all times 
too ready to come unbidden, kept aloof, and mocked his misery 
for three long days and nights. 

Mr. Hunter charitably undertook to petition the king, that at 
least the man might at once be put out of his misery ; but the 
flinb-hearted monarch had a revengeful and insatiable temper, 
BO Wiat the petition proved of no avail ; and when the wretched 
rebel died as he did, at length, happily for the alleviation of his 
su&ring, as an unconscious lunatic, a 'universal murmur of die- 
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aatisfactioB spread on everj side, and even^he most barbarons of 
the Siamese conceived an utter detestation for the monarch who 
had so publicly displayed a spirit that evil demons could hardly 
excel. 

The mixed fp'oana and execrations of the dying rebel are said 
to have been the most heart-rending, and mothers use the name 
of the unfortunate Pecr-si-pi-foor as a warning to hush their 
crying children to sleep ; the spot where the cage was suspended 
is still distinguishable, being the only open space along the right 
bank of tlie river, from the Portuguese Consulate up to the 
palace and the tombs of the three kings. 

The other principal ringleaders met with comparatively easy 
ends, and the whole country and provinces which had risen up 
against the government, were laid under heavier taxation than 
that inflicted on any other portion of the empire. 

The king gave us an audience soon aiter my arrival at Bangkok. 
Mr. Hunter introduced myself and the sevefal European ship- 
masters into the royal presence. In the lirst place we left 
Mr. Hunter’s about two p.m., in a very gorgeously gilded state 
canoe, that hwl been placed at our di.sposal by Prenawa Consett, 
the Lord High Admiral of Siam, On arriving at the palace 
steps, which wore dungeroualy slippery and offensively filthy, we 
were compelled to induce the boatmen by promises of a reward, 
to carry ns on their shoulders to ttrra firma, white duck trousers 
not being peculiarly suited to the puddles we should have had 
to hop through. Once on dry land we began to look about the 
court-yard of the p<alace. It was filled with a strange con- 
glomeration of beautiful Italian statues, placed on pedestals of 
chaste workmanship, and of uncouth and unseemly figures of 
Siamese deities and many-armed gods. Amidst these latter,- 
representations of many four-footed animals, held in much 
reverence by the Siamese, were to be seen. After loitering here 
for about half an hour, which half hour was pleasantly enough 
passed, we were summoned into an antechamber, where we were 
permitted the very unusual luxury of European chairs to rest 
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oureelves on, till sucl time as His Mightiness, the connexion of 
the many bright stars in the firmament, should see fit and proper 
to summon us into his moat august presence, rinally, the 
summons came, and wo were ushered into the presence-chamber 
of rovalt\ : when I say ushered, I should rather have written, 
we hopped into the presence-chamber on all fours, like a company 
of frogs on the borders of a m.arah ; and this method of approach- 
ing the king w.‘is a leniency oul\ accorded to us, for the Siamese 
themselves crept in on their stomach^., and remained prostrate 
during the whole interview. On our tot erUy, I could perceive 
nothing but a very m.ogniliceut curtain w->iked entirely of gold 
and silver tissue, which stretch*- 1 across the whole length of the 
room ; presently the soft notes of a remarkably sweet-toned organ 
reached our ears, and as the symphony giadually swelled into 
the beautiful cadence of one of Mozart's masterpieces, the curtain 
drew aside by degrees, and revealed to our expectant eyes the 
corpulent and half-uakod body of the mighty and despotic king 
of Siam, The silence that ensued for some minutes was only 
interrupted by the sweet music of that self-performing little 
organ ; and iimumerable were tlie prostrations made by the 
cr.aven courtiers and flatterers that snrrounded His Majesty. 
The king was seated u])on a throne (cross-legged of course,) of 
somewhere about two feet elevation from tbe ground, formed of 
mast exquisite workmanship in ivoiy and ebony, with a cushion 
and hangings of fine red velvet, inwrought with silver* and the 
scene would have been very iuiposing, had it not been for the 
ludicrous appearance of His Majesty himself, who (excepting the 
fine gold tissue cloth wound round his loins, and reaching down 
to his knees,) had very much the appearance of an old over- 
bloated Brahmin priest, and ajipeared to have been putting to the 
test that insane practice, which tradition attributes to the 
Brahmin tribe, of eating till the straw which they harl previously 
tied round their stomach as a mark to limit their feastings, 
riiould burst. 

■At length, after pufiSng and blowing like a porpoise, he 
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managed with an evident effort to pres^* into the aelrioe his 
very wheezing and wretchedly cracked voice : he told the inter- 
preter to inform ns that he had been at variance with the 
Bnrman Empire for several years jmst regarding a boundary 
question — ^that the Burmese were a complete flock of silly geese 
to dare to presume to dispute his rights — and that if they 
persisted in their ignorance and folly he should be compelled 
to send a handful of chosen valiant soldiers and one or two of 
his irresistible shiiw of war for the benign purpose of cooking his 
(the Burman Emperor’s) goose. His corpulent Majesty got so 
excitable n])on this subject tliat he insisted upon the chart of the 
two kingdoms (drawn, as he proudly informed us, by his own 
prime niiuister) being laid upon the ground before us, to the 
end that we might be fully convinaxl of the utter absurdity and 
folly of the Burmese pretension. A huge roll of canvass was 
accordingly produced, but before nllowiiig it to be imrollod, His 
Majesty iinjiresMcd upon us the incontrovertible fact that such 
portion of the chart as was ]udut(‘d red indiented the Siamese 
possessions, whereas the given signified the Biimese teivitory. The 
map was then carefully and slowly unrolled, the old king eyeing 
us the while through his fisliy-looking eyes, as though he exjiected 
that the bii]li.ancv of the painting, and the exquisite display 
of Siamese geographical talent, would have caused us to foint 
away on the spot, or go into rapturous fits of delight. Happening, 
however, to be Europeans, and more especially Englishmen, and 
having chanced to set our eyes upon such things as charts and 
inaiM) before, do such di.s,if>troos effects resulted. We were, 
however, very nearly outraging all jiropriety by bursting into 
fits of laughter, and very painful was the curb we were obliged 
to wear to restrain our memment. The inclination to smile, too 
visibly depicted in our faces to be mistaken, was, happily, by His 
Majesty, construed into delight and adruiiutlon at the beautiful 
work of art set before us to dazzle oui‘ eyes with its excessive 
brilliancy of colour. The map was about three feet by two ; in 
the centre was a patch of red, about eighteen inches long by ten 



]|MFrVE Uif OFfSUUt 

broad above it was 4 patch of green, about ten inches long by 
three wide. On the whole space occupied by the red was 
pasted a singular looking fgure, cut out of silver paper, with 
a pitchrfork in one hand and an orange in the other ; there was 
a crown on the head, and spttrs on the heels, and the legs, which 
were of miserably thin dimensions, met sympathetically at the 
knees, and this cadaverous looking creature wns meant to 
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represent the bloated piece of humanity seated before us, 
indicating that so vast were his strength and power that it 
extended from one end of his dominions to the other. In the 
little patch of green, a small Indian-ink figure, consisting of a 
little dot for the head, a large dot for the body, and four 
scratches of the pen to represent the legs and arms, was intended 
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for the vretched Tharawaddy, the then tfing of Boimah. A 
l^on of little imps, in very many difierent attitudes, vere 
dancing about his dominions, and these hieroglyphics were to 
show to the uninitiated in what a troubled and disturbed state 
the Burmese empire was, and what an insignificant personage, 
in his own dominions, was the Burman king. Betwixt the 
green and the red, there was a broad black stripe, an indis- 
putable boundary line ; and on the red side of the black 
stripe, a little curved thin line drawn with ink, to indicate the 
tenitory laid claim to by the Birmans but disputed by the 
Siamese ; the rest of the map was all blue, and on this blue, 
which was the ocean, all round the red or Siamese tenitory 
vilely painted ships were represented sailing to and fro, 
some with the masts towards the land, the others evidently 
bottom up, at least their masts pointed in the wrong direction. 
The poor Burmese had not even so much as^ a boat to display. 
Having, of cours(', acquiesced in all that His Majesty said, and 
given utterance to cxclaruHtions of surprise in mute show, like 
so many ballet dancers, the old king seemed to be quite pleased 
and delighted, and ordering the map to be carried away indulged 
in a confidential chuckle fur a few seconds. Ou the interpreter’s 
return we were asketl many trivial and ridiculous questions. He 
asked Mr. H — if Captain de la T— — e was a doctor, and on 
being answered in the negative he wished to he informed whether 
he was a barber, then on being answered in the negative, he 
tfeemed quite surprised, for the highest profession amongst the 
Siamese is that of a medical man, and next to him rooks the 
barber. 

In the very midst of all these questions and answers, and 
at a time when his Siamese stoutness seemed to take a very 
lively interest in what was going on, the curtain very suddenly 
and unexpectedly dropped, and the king was totally eclipsed 
from our admiring gaze. The courtiers made three devout 
humble prostrations to the curtain, and then we silently and 
noiselessly withdrew. As soon as we had fairly gained the 
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outer court, I asked explanation of this sudden disappearance 

of royalty. “ IToot am, mun ! ” said H , who was a Scotch* 

man, and thoroughly retained the brogue, “ Hoot awa, mun I do 
yt no left that this is breakfast timef" And so it was! His 
Majesty, feeling hungrily conscious of the feet, had thought fit 
to make litis sudden exit, leaving us uninitiated in the dark for 
the time being. This was the first, as it was the last^ visit I 
ever paid to the imperial ^lahice ; and my opinion was, and is 
now that any common eooly picked out of the streets of 
Madras would have cut just as rc.pectable a figure as His 
Majesty, and even perhaps have had more manners and 
poliidiiess. 

Leaving the palace, we strolled on f(‘ot as far as the tombs of 
the tluee kings, tlirce of tlie most singular-looking pillars, I 
suppose, in existence. The pedestals are about twelve feet high, 
and are built square, each side measuring fourteen feet. These 
pedestals are constructed of the finest black granite, and the 
eomices and ring lound the top and bottom part are of exqui- 
sitely-chiseled ivory, rejirescntiiig birds and flowers, and groups 
of animals : from the pedestals the pillars rise in a high ronical 
form, and are, I should im.agi.ie, thirty feet in height, if not 
moie, from the top of the pedi'stal ; the columns themselves are 
wrought in a chessboard-pattein, having little square pieces of 
difiereiit materials let iuto the solid masonry, and so closely con- 
nected that it is only on very near inspection the cement can be 
discovered. No two jiatterns are of the same material ; one is 
gold, the next ivory, then porcelain-ware, then copper, then 
silver, and so on in regular succession, but all arranged with 
great attention to colour and sliade ; and the combined effect 
produced by these, when the sun shines upon them and they 
are viewed from afar, is really dazzling beyond description. 
Beneath these are supposed to repose the remaina of three 
Siamese monarohs, celebrated alike as the bravest of the brave 
in warfare, and the mildest. of the mild in peace-time : the 
fathers and protectors of their people. 
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CHAPTER IV; 


Marriage eenaaBiet—Deaeriptinn of a Siatflcmi beauty and bar UKmi&pIlBbmoiiU.— 
SiamCBO couvtsinp.'— Negotiation witli the parents. — TbeBrlde^oom's neir canoc. 
~Fnnor»l rites of the Slatnese.— BumiiiE of Bodies. 



HE ceremony of marriage is seldom 
Itcrfonned in Siam, and never amongst 
the poorer ela-snes. These latter puT' 
chase or hartev for a wife, so soon 
as they consider tliemsel vea olil enough 
to be mari’icd, and except some 
stranger ftill in love -with the bride, and 
ofl'er a rouinl .sum for her, she generally 
remiuns for life with the first choice 
of her heart, if that indispensable 
article in love has had anything to do 
with the affair ; but tlie nobles and 
■wealthier portion of the inhabitants marry and are 
given in marriage amongst their own peculhir class 
anil clique, and this they do to strengthen their 
influence by tie.s with opulent and influential 
During tny sojourn .it Siam, two or three of the 
lords of the land were married, and if I describe the court- 
ship iiuil marriage, of one of these it will he sufficient to giv-e 
the I'eader an idea of how such things arc done at Bangkok. 
One of the Lord High Admirals took it into his head to increase 
his wealth and connexions by a marriage, and fell straight in 
love with tlic daughter of the Praklau, not that he had ever 


families. 
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seen tike fair damsel if question, but he had heard her beauties 
described by bis mother— an old lady remarkably similar in £ice 
and shape to one of Macbeth’s iritches. I speak from experience, 
for I have often seen the old lady in question (not the witch, but 
the mother of Consett). Well, this old lady had filled Conaett’s 
head witli very many accounts of the fair one in question ; she 
was compared to a young and timid doe, trombliug at the sight 
of a man from behind her muffling veils (for the higher classes go 
about covered like Turkish women), as a doe would at the sight 
of a royal tiger ; her eyebrows were only to lie equalled in hmviy 
.and blackness by a couide of leeches. Of course her eyes were 
diamonds— her teeth bighlj' polvlied ebony— ami os for her hair, 
no cockatoo could bna-st of such a full. Her .accomplishments 
were ladylike and pleasing for a Biamese; she swam like an 
allig.ator — sung like a bulbul (one with a bad cold, I imagine) — 
(lanced to the music of the reed instrument— and never ceased 
chewing betelnut, having always a quid in her left cheek. The 
possession of such a treasure must needs be of very gieat 
impoitauce to a Siamese gentlemiin, and consequently no time 
wsu) to be lost in securing her. Under these circumstanees the 
old nwther wsw immediately (le8])atched with a snow-white 
pigeon and a rose, to be laid at the feet of the young lady, in 
tho name of her .son. If the young lady wjis agreeable (and I 
never lieard of any cme getting jewahbed, i. e., refused in Siam) 
then tho rose was placed in her bosom, and the pigeon was 
liberated. The anxious lover and his friends, being on the look 
out in their gaiden, liail the return of tho bii-d with loud accla- 
mations and otlier demonstrations of joy, ami pass tliat day and 
the three following in merry-making and riot. The father, so 
soon as he is made acquainted with the circumstance, orders hfa 
state canoe and pays a visit to the intended bridegroom. Not 
the slightest allusion is made on either aide to the all important 
question at issue. The aon-iu-law that is to be, receives his 
distinguished guest with all becoming honours — a “/m de jme" 
of musketry is fired on his arrival— ^^omething is said about a 
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white pigeon having flown over from hi£( house — and then <he 
merry-making and festivity are pursued with great hilarity. 
Whilst this is going on at the happy man’s house, the affianced 
lady receives the congratulatory visits of all her female acqu^t- 
ance, and, like all oriental ladies, a great deal of weeping and 
wailing takes place, for they dearly love tears, do the Siamese 
ladies. They weep out of joy, and from soitow — only too glad to 
find an opportunity of displaying their tender feelings : the more 
hardened, and such as find it difficult to cry, resort to strong 
onions, the juice of which m-akes the eye water moat abundantly, 
and these may be termed alligator's teaiu 

The bridegroom is obliged to have an entirely new canoe, 
constructed for tlie express piupose of eonvejdiig the bride from 
her father’s residence to her fuluve abode for life, and when this 
boat or vehicle is imished, then for the first time the father 
becomes publicly acquaiutod with the antoundinff fact of his 
daughter’s approacliing mawiage. He nppeW hypocritically 
unconscious of the fad., and natiu-aliy declines that his daughter 
should (luit him wilhoat a kandsonie equivalent. This kind of 
parley occupies some time ; at last, a talapoin, or priest, is 
called in to witness the signal ure of the bridegroom attaclicd to 
a paper, which declares that the young lady in question is thence- 
forward his wife, and further that in case of death or accident 
she shall be entitled to wliat the law usually awards to widows, 
as also, that, in case of quarrels or discontentment which might 
lead to a seisiratiou. then the husband can only send the wife 
back to her father’s house, on the payment of just double the 
dower received at her marriage. Tlus concluded, the bridegroom 
returns home, and the bride soon follows in her new canoe. The 
wives and female relatives of the bridegroom receive her, and 
duly instal her in her new abode, and from that day forward they 
are man and wife. 

In the watts or places of worship of so large a city as Bangkok, 
we naturally had often occasion of witnessing the funeral rites 
and ceremonies of the people. As a result of the climate, bodies 
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could not be kept fol a longer period above ground Uian vhat 
was absolutely neoeesaiy for the requisite preparations, which, 
amongst the better clnsses, consisted in embahning tBe bodies 
with spices and rich oily perfumes, such as oil of sandalwood, attar 
of roses, and other such-like ingredients, which facilitated and 
expcilited the consumption of the body, and its utter reduction 
to aslics when once exposed to the flames of the fuel placed under 
and piled around the bier, cemented together with cow-dung and 
clay, and grotesquely decorated with flowers, both artificial and 
real. Tlie court-yards of the watts are, so tn say, the cemeteries 
of tlie Siamese ; at least, they are the lest places on this earth 
ill which the human form of the Siamese reposes before becoming 
a notliing — a thing without shape or existence, scattered by 
the four winds of heaven as they list. The last rites of a 
rich man in Siam are certainly emblematical, to such as studied 
the matter at all, of the vanity and vain end of all human pomps 
and glories. The man who had enjoyed wealth and indolent 
luxuriance during a long life spent iu the achievement of 
worthless pleasures, that man, now bereft of all those senses 
the gratification and indulgence of whidi were his every-day 
pastimes, lies stretched inanimate, and horribly void of every- 
thing to which life and intellect lend such a glorious being; a 
cold, rigid piece of clay, infinitely below comparison with the 
least creeping insects of the earth, over whose head he once 
proudly strode, but which note, in seeming mockery, full of 
that life and energy which he so fearfully lacked, crawl in 
multitudes around, basking in the rich glow of sunshine, inhaling 
every breath of heaven, and running the giddy race of life, 
attracted evidently to the spot by the rich smell of maUiapoo 
(an eastern jessamine), an odoriferous plant, and one containing 
secreted saccharine matter, on which various insects, from the bee 
and butter^ to the small black ant, delight to feast. Festoons of 
flowers hang round the bier, which is usually covered with, a 
richly-worked piece of Indian muslin ; men and women in holiday 
attire and a large somber of priests are gathered around the 
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rernuns of tiieir departed fnend, joining in every indecorotts 
demonstration of enjoyment and amusement, tUl the prointioas 
hour for the commencement of the last I'equiem arrives. 
Meanwhilej nature around weaiv generally a smiling aspect ; the 
gaudily-huilt watt, whose lofty and richly inlaid spires are 
glittering in the riuh afternoon sunlight ; the various groups 
of dower-shrubs waving their beautiful boughs to aud fvo as 
the cool evening Imieze rocks them ever and anon ; the tall 
handsome fruit-trees of the East, clad in rich profusion of foliage, 
amongst whose many branches birds of fifty plumages are 
sporting and carolling gaily ; the cleamass of the sky itself, 
the cool blue waters of the mighty river that ripples dose up 
to the vei-y spot where all that remains of a once haughty man 
now lies ex])osed to the last gaze of lliat bright nature to whose 
very hvightucss he hut seldom gave one passing thought; — 
these and many other similar circuiustancos serve to give the 
spectacle that solemnity and dnsul iitUmtioD, which, beyond 
doubt, it should cvei' command. .At length the chief lalapoin 
gives the signal that tlie jux/pitious hour for the ceremonial has 
at length .'urived ; the mdes <if a discordant band now strike up 
a hideous music ; the priests eomiueiice repeating pi-ayers and 
incantations ; relations assemble round the bier, which is denuded 
of its rich coverings ; and the Itody, being lifted from the wooden 
cofiiu, is laid by one of the oiheiatiug laity on the vast pile 
of cninhustible matter. Lighted lapel's ai'c handed to all those 
lircsent, without respect to creed or position in life ; each helps 
to ignite the pile ; and the angi'y flame rears itself proudly in the 
air, enveloping shortly all in one thick dense cloud of smoke 
and fire. Meanwhile the I'elatives stand in a circle round the 
fire, and go through the prescribed ceremonial of tossing their 
clothes, tied up in small compact bundles, six times over the 
intensely hot fiames, taking alike great precaution that no 
particle of fire should attach itself to these bundle.s, or that they 
should by any mishap chance to let them fiall to the ground. 
Meanwhile the fire blazes on intensely, the crackling of fiiggots, 
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and oth^r things to| horrible fur the conception, ceases, the 
Hitnimdh ftg, the fumace still continnes to emit small 
streaks of flame at intervals, and so effectually has the incen- 
diarism of the priests been perpetrated, that not one atom of 
that wonderful structure once called a man now exists, save 
a few kiiidfuls of ashes, which, owing to a sun-dried kiln 
on which the body lies, have been protected from mingling with 
the cinders of the numerous other ingiedients consumed in 
the fii-e. The eei'cinony is over; the hmls chauiit sweetly as 
ever ; tlic sun shines as unclouded ; the trees nloue have 
lengthened their shadows a little ; but bej'ond this there is no 
grave, or no one mark more pa^itive to inUiciito to the inquirers 
of some few mouths hcuce the exact spot where the dead man 
lay, than thei'c is upon the mighty ocean to show where such 
and such a sailor found a watery grave ! 

Now with respect to the fonnula observed by the relations, of 
tossing tlieir clothes over the dead body six consecutive times, 
1 could acquire no exact infonnation, uor has any as yet been 
JLscovereil as existing in the Siamese religious code, by the 
many European travellers of ahnost all European nations, who 
visited Siam nearly two centuries ago. 1 have, however, little 
doubt that this ignorance mainly arises bom travellers lacking 
opportunity and position which might enable them to investigate 
thoroughly the Siamese libraries (which chiefly belong to the 
vai'iouB watts), and which abound with ]i!iha-leaf MSS. of 
Siamese authors of a very audent date. 

No European lias yet visited Siam that has not to a certain 
extent been the dupe of oral traditions. The learned talapoins 
have in all ages evinced a dislike to enter too freely on the 
subject of their creeds and disbeliefs, when conversing with 
strangers ; and, even when permitted to have free access to their 
libraries, it would occupy a man’s lifetime in looking over 
these uncouth records of literature, before perhaps arriving at 
one reaUy useful and instructive MS. ; besides whicli, a man must 
have been many years a resident cm the spot, and had continual 
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intercoiirae irith natives of aJl classes, bqore be coaid aoqaire 
anything approaching to a perfect knowledge of the Siamese 
language. The longest resident Europeans at the capital have 
been almost invariably merchants, men whose whole soul and 
energies were exhausted in acquiring wealth, or discovering some 
new opening in the commercial enterprise of Siam, which might 
eventually lead to such a desideratum. Some of the French 
missionaries, who had for upwards of a quarter of a century 
resided at Itangkok, possessed both the talent and the means of 
penetrating further into Siamese lore and literature than any 
Europeans have heretofore done ; but whether they have given 
their experiences to the French public or not, I am at a loss to 
ascertain. One man (an ingenious clever man in his way, and 
a Chinaman to boot) told a friend of mine tlint he imagined the 
formula observed at the funeral ceremony of the Siamese, viz., 
that of tussiiiy hupdles, maybe traced to have originated with a 
suiierstitiuii very prevalent amongst the )>rieW)Ood of Siam, via,, 
that there exists an immense irulf of lire between this world and 
a future better stale, and that a man, according to his conduct in 
life, is enabled to skim this flaming lake scathelcssly, and without 
fear. Six times, however, is the soul of even the very best 
destined to undergo life in the sliape and form of a man before 
acquiring a perfect and perm.onent right to enter into an eternal 
rest on those Elysian shores, whieh, according to the height of 
Siamese indolent luxuriance, abound with pleasant sleep and 
smiling dreams, and brighter waking realities. During these six 
trials on earth, should the man prove guilty of an offence towards 
the deities, then is he condemned to a renewed term of purgatory, 
which extends over a greater orwless space of time, according to 
the gravity of the offence committed ; if only a peccadillo, the 
punishment is lenient, and the next appearance on earth is in 
the human form ; if of a graver nature, he has the felicity of 
visiting this in «hape of an owl, or a snake, or a centipede, 
or some such little desirable creature ; and if, oiler this reduction 
in the ranks of life, the soul, instead of repenting, turns more 
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stabbom or mutinoif than the body which contains it, it ia 
iinme<liately dissolved— the owl is shot or the snake killed, and 
the penalty becomes vastly augmented and extended through a 
oentuiy of years, during which century the criminal spirit is said 
to be occupied in the not very delightful task of carrying water 
in a wick, r basket, from the stream of abundance (the Menam) 
across an extensive fiery plain, a journey of many hours’ heat 
and thirst, to quench the insatiable thirst of a fiery old dragon 
that dwells on the other side, aud who, notwithstanding the many 
unfortunates employed in his service, can never get more than 
about a tcaspoonful of water in the space of an hoar, to cool 
his ricorcliing throat. Hence (said the (Ihinani.au), to wish 
their departed friend a safe transit across this dreadful gulf, they 
toss tlieir clothes over the fiames cnnsuniiug his mortal remains, 
the action being emblematical of their wishes that, as their 
clothes unscorohed reach their hands after flying over the fire, 
.six successive times, without one break in the interval, so they 
trust that this may be the sixth aud last visit of the now 
departed sjiirit across the flaming gulf, to the souglit-for haven of 
repose. In connection with this theory, I may remark, that the 
Siamese seldom or 'never, in any amusement, resort to the 
recreation of catching a thing with their hands ; as a ball, for 
instance ; neither will they make use of a bat, but they inva- 
riably bring the sole of the foot iutc- plaj', os in the instance of 
their method of playing battledore and shuttlecock. 

liurniug is not always resorted to by the Siamese — ^there are 
many of the poorer classes who cannot afford to pay the 
talapoins their accustomed fees, insignificant though they 
comparatively be ; but 'these ve\y poor people inhabit the 
villages of the interior, and they bury their dead, simply marking 
the spot with a bamboo pole, so that in point of fact no grave ia 
to be seen in the whole of Siam, excepting in such small spaces 
as have been allotted to Europeans, and Christian aud other 
sects inhabiting Bangkok, and which are so insignificant as 
barely to attract attention. So rare are these instances rf 
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poverty, and bo exclusively are the spots l^ovn to the relaisves 
(who leave marks simply to identify the spot, in case of futon 
prosperity smiling upon them, and enabling them to recover the 
bones for the purpose of burning them), that not even the 
Siamese can indicate the spot that denotes a grave, as bamboo 
poles are used for landmarks, and employed in various other 
methods. 

When any epidemic has prevailed at Bangkok, or when the 
cholera scourges that city, then all ideas of ceremonials are 
instantly abandoned; the bodies of men, women, and children,, 
in whom life is barely extinct, are bundled without distinction 
into large pita or tanks, or, what is even stiU worse, into 
the river. 
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CHAPTEE V. 


4lebg7aplilciLl (Icaeription of 8iaia.<-Acc(mDt of 4ho inhabitantH.— ('hluese pait’of the 
population.— Articles of cnmniorro.— Nf^vt> uoalth of Slam*— \'egetable and 
mineral. — Reasons why It Is notdoTcIoped.— <iaml><».:H.— Petruts.— The Tokay.— 
AdvLutnrcfiwith.— Hirds.— I'limateof Hav:;ki*k.— Fond of the Siamese* 
—Intoxicating drinkij.— l^amshoc.— Honpral tcmperani ^ of tlie people.— Prevalont 
dlflcAscfl.— DigresRion oji ilie e/Teet of (*hango end custoni un oiir ideas of beauty 
—Description of tlic MoasooiH. — Hat'ages of cholera.— Precautioim against.— 
Kitchen regetHblCH.— Tlie lea-plant. 

U£ Biamosc Empire conaiats of Lao, 
part of Oiuubogia and a few small 
Malayan Statca ; but the question 
of InJundaiy lines has ever been 
a sore bone of contention between 
the Siamese and their immediate 
neighbours : hence it is difficult to 
draw an esaet limit to these pos- 
acasiouH, they often laying claim 
to atfites and territory which are 
in reality under the sway of the 
Bumieae or Cochin-Chinese. The 
extent of Siam in geographical 
inilea may, however, be pretty correctly guessed from the 
information on this head amassed by the Prince Cliou-Faa ; he 
reckoned its area to consist of aboiit one hundred and eighty-four 
thousand miles ; but little is known of the nature of the oountiy 
in the interior, excepting that the skirts of it are very moun- 
tainous, and that large tracts of jungle exist, which afford an 
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asylum to numerous elephants and great ^umbers of beasts of 
prey. These lofty ranges of mountains are distinctly see]\ from 
parts of the gulf, and one or two conical and singularly-shaped 
hills are excellent land-marks to guide tlie navigator. The 
Menam flows right tltrough Siam, and small vessels could and 
do navigate it to a great distance up the interior. An annual 
inundation takes place along its banks, and this has in all 
probability induced the natives to abandon erecting cottages 
on term Jirma, excepting at inland villages, and there they, like 
the natives of Sumatra, have tliem propped up on very lofty 
poles. Thai Yoi and Thai Noe are the two distinct tribes that 
inhabit Siam ; tlie former bang the fierce and independent 
mountaineers who, like the Anzari Arabs in the Sultan’s dominions, 
scorn servitude, or to bend to the yoke of taxation. Tliese have, 
in times of war and trouble, prov<*d tbem.selves valiant and efB- 
cient soldier? ; but, like bandits .and (uitliiws, they make occa- 
sional cles(;ent.s into tlie low cnintiy, which they pillage at their 
will and pleasure. The Tliai Noe, or lowlaiulei's, suffer themselves 
to be govenjed and ruled by the laws of the country, and are for 
the greater part a iteaceabU* iuid even hoiie-st set, and are chiefly 
employed in agricultural pin-suits. Many Chinese * who have 


* Mr. FinUyBon, i^lio accompniiieil CravftmVR cmbaBFiy, says It ia to the 
Cbtncae nation that thu {^iann'Ro iiiv ludcbtnd for %vhatrTcr kiitwIeUge tluiy posaess of 
the advantti;;ca of oommorrial infercoitrNc. Jn dfCanott of tin; laivsof the Celat^tlal 
Empire tlioro would a]i]H'.ar to U' Rcarcely any liuiit to tho extent of emigration from 
that great empire, llcr subjeetH are the beat and nieat industriouB part of the poptH 
latioQofthoiiurri'andin^'iiatii'Uti, over whom tlieirituhietry, their Buperinrintollifteiico, 
and knowlcd^ of the arts have ('iven them a great nnci decided suporiority. tSiam, 
A country aimk underlie mo.s'td^diaNin^tyraRnr.doBtitiitc alike of arts and oommorcc, 
offered a fair field for tlie'develojimcutof tlivir iiu)»oriority. I'rar had long opposed 
obataeles to tlie IncreoHe of the ('hlnese, till at length th^ governmoTit, either from 
oonaciouB iocapacity of rostraluing them longer, or from motives of a difl'ereut naturo, 
has at length given them the niiiat uiibutuidcil cnceurngcment, and gnntod them 
ptdvilugea which render their condition Infinitely pret'crable to that of the natives of 
the country. On tiie other hand, the beuofiU which the Chinese emigrants have 
eonfcrroil on this rude nation are of ohvions and striking ntllity, and of no ordinary 
importance. They havu sown tho needs uf commercial enterprise. They have created 
commerce where none previously existed, and with their bends they have, as it were. 
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settled and married it Siam reap immense wealth from sugar- 
plantations they possess in the interior : others are occupied in 
the cultivation of tobacco and several kinds of cotton, and a few 
make a living by collecting a gum much used as incense. 
Oambogc, sapan wood, and other valuable products are all 
brought from the interior to Bangkok, where, being weighed 
and taxed, they are retailed to the more opulent merchants 
established in that city, and by these latter shipped for Singapore, 
Bombay, and England. Black pepper is abundant and cheap ; 
its growth is a kind of monoiKily, purchased I'f the king, and of 
this article alone, in 1841, no less than 5.()Oi),000?. were shipped 
for various markets. Tinder a In-i ter sway, what country in the 
East would rival Siiuu ? Eieh in its soil and productions, 
•possessed of valuable mines and gums, spices and pepper, the 
best and cheapest rice and sugars, and the land absolutely 
encumbered with the most luscious fruit in the world. The 
article of cocoa-nut oil alone would yield no inconsiderable 
revenue ; but though the Siamese call themselves Thai, or free, 
tliey are, at the best, an oppressed and cringing people, too full 
of their own troubles .and taxation to give a thought to the 
improvement of their own resources by diligent labour and 
occupation. Even as matters stand, the export trade is esti- 
mated at nearly a million sterling, whilst the imports are very 
insignificant, and many parts of the interior are wholly unsupplied 
with numbers of iirticles that would find a reatly and easy 
market. This is partly attributehle to the exorbitant tonnage 
dues and duties that are levied ujion foreign vessels and their 
cargoes, which necessarily very much augment the value of 
goods, and thus place them beyond the reach of that poorer 

called Into existence some of the more valuable objects of commerce. Scarce tventy 
yearn bavn elapsed [he is writinu in 1821] since tile first sugaManes were planted In 
tills kingdom. The annual produce in sugar at the present time Is stated to amnnnt 
ta 30,000 peciils, of 1334 Hi*- each, or 1788 tons. This constitutes, In fact, the most 
valuable enmmorcial article of the realm. The culture la managed solely by the 
Chinese, and It Is the eplnion of the chief Biirl-Woug that it may be carried to an 
almost unlimited extent." 
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class of merchants trho alone would undertake the risks and 
difficulties attendant upon a commerce with the interior, more 
eepecially as regards the returns to be purchased or bartered, 
the value of which, when brouglit to Bangkok, after all expenses 
incurred, would barely cover the outlay. 

The gamboge obtained at Siam is veiy brilliant in colour. It 
exudes from incisions made in the bark of a tree, and is caught 
or collected in small chatties or earthern }>ot8 (such as are used 
to collect toddy in India) suspended from the boughs of the trees. 
It requires no furtlicr preparation to make it fit for the market, 
speedily assuming a concrete form. Tlie Siamese are mostly 
tillers of the ground, with the exception of such os reside at 
Bangkok ; they have all the hard and laborious work, and the 
Chinese monopolise the ejialer and more scientific, as also more* 
lucrative employmeuts, such, tor iushuice, as making and refining 
the .sugar. The arinnal iiiuiidatioii.s of tlie Menam are very 
beneficial to tin. sugar-oanc pIai>lations and rice fields, both of 
which iu these hot climate.s rwiuu-e a gival deal of moisture — 
upon the same plea a.s the soldier had on l)eiug taxed with 
habitual drunkenness — ‘’The climate was always a-hot, and 
made him always a-diy.” ’ 

It is a remarkable fact that in the kmgdom of Siam, with the 
exception of the very lowest menials, there are no two persons 
of the same grade or rank ; and, from the king downward, each 
in his turn receives homage from his inferiors, which homage 
is {Mid by prostration and reuminiug in that attitude during the 
whole interview. In Kurojx; and the more civilised countries, 
people rise up as a mark of res))ect to any that may chance to 
enter the room ; In Siam, they squat down with their bands 
crossed and their heads hanging down with an abashed air. 
When servants bring in refreshments, they crawl about the 
room in a very ludicrous attitude, putting one forcibly in 
mind of the disagreeable fact that men and monkeys are, after 
all, vezy much alike; and this similitude is one reason why 
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monkeys are so muclilrespected, all over the Indian continent, 
by the many castes that place implicit faith in the doctrine of 
fi mnamig rration : for all good men of their faith are presumed, 
after this life, to assume the form most approximating to that 
which they had quitted. At Sautgar— a station half-way 
between Bangalore and Madi-aa, and celebrated throughout the 
presidency for the very fiue oranges its gardens produce— the 
innumerable troops of monkeys that iufest the neighbour- 
hood are permitted, unmolested, to plunder the &uit, and very 
fair havoc they make. On ''«e oecii.’iion, .** young (»lficer who 
sliot one of these felons was .attacked, not bv the natives, but by 
troo]>s of savage and malignant muukeys, that surrounded the 
traveller’s bungidow, and act.iially tried to force open the 
strongly-barricaded dooi-, to the aliirin and terror of the young 
man, who remiviueJ in this unenviable }xtBitiou till his servants 
and jMdanquin-bearers came to the re.scue. Tlic Siamese have 
an iuiiumerablo string of minor deities, some in the shape of rats 
and cats, and their months and days of tlie month are named 
after these. I was astonished, on visiting the houses of some of 
the inhabitants, to see a huge rat walking quietly about the 
room and crawling up the master’s legs in a cool htmiliar 
mamior. Instead of repulsing it, or evincing any alarm, he took 
it up in his hands jind caressed it ; and then i learnt, for the 
first time, and to my utter astonishment, that it was a custom 
prevalent in Bangkok to keep pet rats, which are taken very young 
and carefully reared, till they attain a perfectly monstrous size 
from good and plentiful feeding. These domestic rats are kept 
expressly to free the house of other vermin of their own race, 
and so ferocious are they in tho onslaughts they make that few 
of the houses are ever annoyed by mice or rats. Tlie houses 
are occasionally infested with reptiles, tlie banka of tho river 
being literally overrun with suakes, toads, and that most dis- 
gusting of all disgusting lizards, the tokay. The tokay is peculiar 
to Bangkok, and at certain seasons of tlie year appears in swazma 
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larger ttau the ordinary nm of lizards iud bloodaackws. In 
shape it somewhat resembles an alligator (though of course much 
smaller), and has a leprous-coloured skin, and a cry as sudden 
as it is excessively disagreeable. Never shall I forget the 
sudden start I expcrieuced on first hearing the tokay. I was 
fast asleep, and the hour somewhere about, midnight, when, to 
my astonishment, I awoke with the repeated cry of “Tokay ! 
tokay ! tokay ! ” proceeding evidently from no great distance 
above my head, and apparently within the mosquito gauze cur- 
tains. All in the dark, both os to the cause of the sound, and 
from the fact of the candle being out, I tumbled out of bed as 
speedily as I could, and after some search for a match, having 
succeeded in striking a light, I saw, with astounded eyes, the 
moat unwelcome jMirtner of my bed quietly reclining against one 
of the bod-posts, and ceitainly not more than a foot above my 
pillow. I could hai'dly believe my eyes. I hail travelled over 
many parts of India where !ill kinds of creeping things prevail, 
but never had I set eyes on such a vile thing .as this was. I 
shuddered again, as the thought dashed across my mind that in 
all probability it bad crept right over me to get to where it then 
Wfljs. I soon awoke my fiiend, Mr. Hayes, a young partner of 
Mr, Hunter’s, who was sleeping in the next I'ooin to mine, and 
instead of getting any consolation from him, was gtcatly 
laughed at for my excessive trepidation, with the quiet 
afl.surance that such things were an every-day occurrence ; and 
so in the sequel I found they were ; though no boarding-school 
mistress ever inspected the tables and cupboards in the bed- 
rooms in more fear and trembluig of finding that nio-st dreadful 
animal, a man, than I used to search for these tokays of a night; 
and many and many a time have I had a Finnish with tliem, 
before being enabled to clear the room. They possessed such 
wonderful elasticity, that they would jump from one wall up 
which they were climbing, to nearly a distance of a couple of 
yards ; for which reason I always kept at a respectful distance, 
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and armed myself mth the longest sticks I could procure. 
They arc said not to be venomous, nevertheless I liked not their 
looks. Snakes were alsp very plentiful in Mr. Hunter’s house, 
and, with the exception of the really pretty green snake, so 
common at Madras, were principally of an amphibious kind. It 
was no pleasant sensation to me at first to be so frequently 
brought in contact with these creatures Fancy, looking out of 
bed in the miming, and, from some -hole in the comer (for 
the cliunuaming, or liiiing, of Mr. H-’s house had not been, very 
skilfully effected), seeing the head of a serj'ent peeping t)ut, and 
not knowing whether to jump out of bed and take flight, or 
remain and stare him back into his retreat again. It is cer- 
tainly' astonishing how custoni makes one become callous to 
these sort of things, and look upon them as matter of course, 
and almost an agreeable jiastinie which you feed sorry to miss. 
One thing certainly added to bring about this kind of feeling, 
ami that was, never hearing of a single accident occurring from 
the stings or bites of these riiptiles. But the reverse of this may 
he said as rcganls the M.adra.s Presidency, for there the famed 
cobra de eapello spreads terror around, and the no less 
venomous cnrjtet-snake has also to be sadly dreaded. Not a 
few instances occur of unfortuimte palanquin-bearers having 
died in the course of a few hours, from having inadvertently set 
foot upon a snake. 

It is singular to see, in the gardens on the hanks of the 
Meuam, a few hours higher up. than the city itself, the immense 
variety of birds that are carolling .and chattering noisily away. 
Large flights of jiarroquets are screaming over head, and the fine 
large blue mountain pigeon is cooing to his timid mate. These 
gardens are seldom visited during the great heat of the day, as 
the people keep within doors, and are generally enjoying a 
siesta, Occ.osionally, however, we used to make up a little 
party, to take tiflin under the shade of some lofty mango-tree, 
seated under which we sometimes got a shot or two at stray 
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pigeons and parrots, both of which mixed \n a pie, form a dish to 
1m by no means sneered at. 

For the profusenesa and fineness of , its fruits few places can 
rival Siam. The mango, the jack-fruity and the durian, are 
most abundant ; but as for the last mentioned, few strangers 
would relish the idea of either smelling or tasting it. The 
jack-fruit is, I think, excellent when mixed with salt and water, 
and the kemeds or seed, of which it is very full, are very 
good when roasted, and resemble much in flavour our European 
chesnut: 

.liaugkok is in a great measure free from many of those fatal 
and lingering complaints to which the European community of 
the three presidencies of India arc subject. I never knew a 
single instance of tiiat torturing malady, the liver complaint, 
that scouigc to wliicli thousands of our countrymen have fallen 
victims, pivrtly fi\ m their own neghgeuce ijith regard to diet 
and abstemiousness in drink, and jiartly attributable to the 
excessive heats to whicli the\ are exposed in the various up- 
country statkms. Kamptee, Cuddapeh, Mas8ul5i)atam, and 
some other similar cuntouniento, contain in their graveyards 
fearful records of the havoc that has been, and is being, 
committed annually by this lingering, but in most cases too 
surely destructive, disease ; and there is hardly a family in 
England that has had two or three members at any of the afore- 
mentioned itnd other stalious but what has to deplore the prema- 
ture death of one or more. In Bangkok the heat is never of long 
continuance, and those unwholesome and most disagreeable land 
breezes, called at Madras, the long-dtore wiiwk, are here altogether 
unknown. Again, the natives are quite uninitiated in the art of 
curry-making ; their food, though seasoned with spices and hot 
condiments, does not possess one-hmidredth port of the hot fiery 
substance and biliously rich gravies used in tho concoction of an 
Indian curry. The Siamese and the Chinese residing in Siam are 
remarkably fond of soup, or, more properly speaking, a species 
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of porridge, in which, though the moan ingredient be poi4{,TaBt 
quantities of vegetables are used, and mint and black pepper- 
cams in a measure counteract the bilious effects of the, in other 
respecta, rather greasy soup. Very few of the natives are 
addicted to strong drink, their chief beverages consisting of 
tea, the sweet toddy fresh from the cocoa^-nut tree, and the 
pure I'armleas water of the Menam. The fermented toddy 
known in India iia arrack is seldom or never seen, and such 
amongst tlum as do drink confine themselves, if they be wealthy 
men, to Europeau wines and spirits that they can purchase from 
vessels frequenting the jiort ; or if not poi vessing the means to 
indulge in these luxuries, quail' ihat most baneful and least 
desirably-flavoured spirit in the world, samaW, a Chinese 
invention, and which is distilled from rice, after the rice has 
been permitted to foment in, generally speaking, vinegar and 
water. This mmhoe is sometimes flavoured with cinnamon and 
sugar, and under this guise it assumes the name of a liquor. 
Jloctor E. assured me that its pernicious effects upon the human 
system were more speedy and sure than a double amount of 
pure brandy or rum would produce in a much greater space of 
time. There are but few, however, as I before stated, that 
indulge in these propensities, and to their systematic method of 
life, as well as to the fact of Bangkok being daily visited during 
certain hours by a most invigorating and healthful sea breeze, 
may be traced the cause of the non-existeuce of the liver com- 
plaint. Neither are fevers of a malignant character at all 
prevalent. Isolated instances sometimes occur of people falling 
victims to fevers very similar in their character to the typhus ; 
but these may generally l)e traced to have originated out of the 
town itself, and from the incantiousueBs of the patient in liaving 
exposed himself to night miasmas, in the vicinity of unhealthy 
jungles and marshy grounds. 

Diseases of the eye, diarrhoea, and rheumatic fevers, are the 
usual complaints in Bangkok. To the latter, many Europeans, 
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both sailors and missionaries, have succumbed. Mr. Hunter lost 
his head clerk, Mr. Smith, of Paisley, a few months before my 
arrival at Bangkok ; and Mr. Hayes, his partner, was only just 
recovering from a very severe attack, that had confined him 
to his bed for nearly twelve mouths. The tortures inflicted by 
this malady are, I was informed, beymnd description excruciating ; 
and poor Smith, before he found release from all earthly 
snfFerlugs, was in such a state, that his groans and shrieks of 
agony were of the most heart-rending description, Hor could he 
suffer any one to approach within a yard of his bed, so painfully 
sensitive harl he become to the slightest touch or movement. I . 
must here, however, mention that at the period of Mr. Smith’s 
illness and death, Mr. Hunter and all his friends were living 
in fio.uting hmases; ami it is my steadfast belief, that had the 
new house been built and ready for occupation, no such fatal 
results would hare ensued. The damji, unwholesome smell of 
these floating houses, be they ever so well matted and carpeted ; 
their .'’lose and continual proximity to the water, however strong 
the hiimboo raft, and in spile of .all tho care taken by means pf 
numerous windows and air holes to keei) the rooms dry and 
pure ; — ^these must in the long run be most deloterious to 
the health of the occupa.nts, and I imagme that it simply 
depends upon the natural constitution whether, sooner or 
later, they experience the baneful effects of their aquatic 
residences. 

Judging from the a])pearancc of such of the iuhabitants of 
Central Siam .in chance or meivantile ocoup.ations brought to the 
capital, as also of the natives dwelling in the inland villages, 
not niiiny miles distant from it, the climate of Siam must be 
upon the whole very healthy. The natives are a fine, robust, 
healthy looking set of men and women, and the fresh tinge of 
health that circulates in their veins, and gives a crimson tint 
to their half brass, half copper-coloured cheeks, detraots con- 
siderably from the natural ugly formation of their features, 
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and in some instanees makes them appear almost handsome ; 
but there everything goes by comparison. Doubtless, to the eyes 
of an utter stranger, who had not been in the habit of staSring at 
a people without exception the ugliest in the known world, 
through .1 series of months and years, these inland beauties 
would have seemed perfect guys of ugliness. I have often found 
this to be tlie case. Memoiy, however retentive, and however 
well aided by pictmvs tbe most beautiful that the human imagi- 
nation ciin conceive, and human ait: illustrate, gradually becomes 
inert, and cannot erereise ibs powers .d vivil recollection with 
regard to face and features, as it can with regard to scenes and 
iacideut.s even the mosi trhial; lu can remendvr and that is 
all, that some object ol affc-tion or atlmiratiKU was somotbing 
vciy lieautifnl and fair to Ih-IiuIU ; but .os to tracing in this 
mental retrospect one single feature as it then appeared to you, 
or delineating one single cun e in its sylph-like form, this soon 
becomes im utter inipobsibility, unless the dried-up resources of 
the fountain of meinoi'y In* aft’esb supplied by the truthfulness 
of a dream, and most man ellonsly correct are tlie phantoms 
th( u conjured up. i'<ic(“j hnig foru itteii are at a inomeut, when 
jicrhaps le.ast thought of, relived with uniuistake.shle veracity, 
hut so faint au iiupiessioii is left iK'hind, that nearly all recol- 
lection of it flies with our waking thuuglils. Tliis is the case 
Hitli those uhose long absence iroiu ilieir native coimtiy makes 
them ,alin(i.rt incredulous in their oivn senses. 1 Imve seen 
faces in J’eiiang and Singapore that I thought must rival, if they 
(lid not even hur]>ass, those that we g.izc upon in llegcut street. 
1 have left .Penang, and gone to the Malabar coast, and then, 
when I saw sonie of the Mafni/ hidien, why, 1 foimd that they 
were jiicttier than those of the Eastern Arehijiclago and the 
Straits of Malacca. And so on, in e.auh country I have visited, 
and always with the same resnll, viz., tliat so surely as I 
retunied to England and gazed ujjon our native belles, when I 
saw that in addition to the most perfect symmetry of features, 
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there was the stamp of imderstauding upon their lovelj feces, 
that affection beamed in each eye, and warmth of feeling oozed 
out from betwixt their rosy lips ; that education, and innocence, 
and moral refinement, dwelt like a bright cloud of light refulgent 
in their faces, then was 1 compelled to avow, as I now moat 
ateadfaslly do, that there is no country like Great Britain in 
the world for beauty, wit, and wisdom. j 411 this, however, 
has very little to do with the climate of Siam; so, after 
begging jiardou for this digression, I must e’en return to the 
subject. 

The climate, then, as I before stated, appears on the whole to 
be healthy. The city of Bangkok, were its houses constructed 
on the banks of the river, and not on the river itself ; were they 
bnilt of bricks, supported on a solid foundation, and not of wood, 
supported by floating b.miKios ; were they erected in wide, 
c(;mmodious streets, with drainacc to carry off everything 
unwholesome into the rher, insteatl of Mfeuig huddled close 
together, with only mirrow little channels, just wide enough to 
admit of the jKissage of u canoe, and so constructed as to form a 
resei'Mjir for .ill vegelahh' and other impure matter whiclj gets 
entangled under the rafts on their pissage down the river ; then, 
and under such favourable circumstances, Bangkok might vie 
with .-my town in the Ikist for its salubrity of climate, aud the 
Iteauty aud com enieiice of its position. The gloriousMenam would 
then he unfettered from bonk to bank, aud would i-ender rich 
services iu cleansing the jd.nee of its impurities, at the same time 
that it afforded a larger space of anchorage for shipping, which 
might be permitted to swing with the tide. 

As in India, the two monsoons arc pretty rcgulai' in their 
appearance at Bangkok ; the {•reoui’sor of their arrival is gene- 
rally speaking excessively close, sultry weathciv-gloomy withal ; 
and this gloomy weather is as much appre.ciated iu Siam as a 
fine sunny day would be iu the winter months in England. It is 
such a treat, after being accustomed to the strong glare of a 
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snn, to see eveiytking about you looking of a cool 
ocdour, wearing a nice, gloomy kind of aspect, as though the sun 
had put on blue spectacles, and was looking down mildly at us 
from afar. No one ever dreams of remaining in the house on 
thes'* daj s. except such as are unable (God help them ! ) to quit 
the couch of sickness. The bai-e idea of a siesta is scouted with 
contempt, and the very crows leave their mid-day haunts anudst 
the shady jungles and resort to the open fields with joyous 
cawing. Tlicre has not been a drop of rain for the last five 
months, nor has a cloud obscured the sun during that long 
interval. The jMirclied oartli is craeked and dri 'd np : vegetation 
has almost entirely dlsaiipeaied ftom thegronsul ; iiusbandinen 
have long since laid b> the plough and sickle, siud the sugar- 
planter begins to fear that the canes will all dry on their roots ; 
for though in igation is often resorted to, the ground is too dry 
and thirsty In admit of its doing Jiiuch benefit to the sickly- 
lookiiig, half-faded plants. At length, the long-looked-for 
monsoon arrives, his harbingers being gloomy days, and dark, 
threatening clouds, mounting high up one upon another ; there 
is an occasional growl of far-off thunder, and now and then a 
(1181.1111 flash of sheet lightning. Men and hoys are now seen 
busily engaged on the thatched rtnifs of the different floating 
houses, puUiiig out liaudfiills here — ^jmtting in fresh palm-leaves 
there — ^laying 110817 stones and other weights along tlic edges, 
.and on the top of the roof, and getting everything in order to 
withstand the first ontburet of the fast approaching monsoon. 
As for the women, they have no rest, nor do they wish for any, 
till everything is snugly liuused inside. There are large jars of 
Jiickles, and vinegar, and preserves, and imiumer.able other 
articleB, that have been exposed to the snn for the last fortnight ; 
aU these niu.st lie carried in before nightfiill, to say nothing to 
sundry mats on which onions, and garlic, and pepper, and salt, 
and cumiing spices, have been exposed for a fortnight’s airing j 
these, too, must be put into jars and other receptacles, and when 
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all this is done, and eTerytliing is out of harm's way, then there 
is a long line of buby-liuen, or rather, infantine rags, which baa 
to be taken in before they get wet again ; and these, and other 
little incidental jobs, having been completed, the good woman sits 
at the door of her cabui, smoking a quiet cigaret, and wishing 
that tlie storm would commence, just to cool the air a little, as 
she has nothing to dread from its wind or rain. 

Meanwhile the river presents a very busy scene also : men 
on board vessels of aU nations and sizes are busily engaged 
preparing for the conflict — moorings are inspected — addi- 
tional anchors dropped — cables veered out — hatchways and 
tarpaulins put on ; and, while the Chinese skippers think 
they will be far more comfortable and safe on shore, and 
accordingly land, leaving their veasels to the care of a 
boy, bluti English aliipmaslcrs, urged by a contrary in- 
clination, get tberaselves ivwed ahmg-siile as fast as they 
can, and liaviug (niscnuced thciufelves in fough pilot coats and 
impervious sou'-w-bt ‘i-s, walk the iu all the dignity of 

stutidu, with a slioit cl<iy-pli>c stuck in their moutlis, and their 
hands iilungcd deep in tlie recesses of their pockets. Occasionally 
they lean over the bulwarks and take a long, steadfast gaze at 
the approacliing tempest, and. Laving made a mental calculation 
of its strcugtlk and duration, .and the probable time it will take 
in reaching the v<-h3i'Is, walk over to that end of the ship which 
is nearest to Mi. ll.’s iioune, and with lioth hands up to their 
mouths raise a genilc warning ,kind of a bellow to the efiect that 
“It's a-i'omiiif/." At last iti/uts eomu ; we hear the voire of the 
wind long before it reaches : all ihe dooi’s and windows on this 
side of the house have been fimly secured, and, to prevent acci- 
dents, heavy chests of drawers, and other weighty substances, 
have been jilacud against tlium, for should any one of them be 
hurst o]ien, it would be a moral im])Ossibility to shut it again 
before the fury of the storm aliated. Everybody is on the look 
out, having a back entrance o{K!n by which to retreat, should the 
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gOists of wind be overpowering. There’s a tremendous rustling 
amongst the cocoRrnut and mango trees on the other side of the 
river ; leaves and little twigs of trees are seen flying high up in 
the air ; in another second, the vessels are all lying over on 
their aides as if they never meant to right again — they swing 
violently round to the breeae, and, in so doing, the tempest bursts 
right over head, and rain, wind, lightning, thunder — all seem 
rombined on destruction and devastation. The squall lasts 
sometimes an hour, sometimes more, and theu there is a little 
respite. Tlie air becomes most deliciously 'ool, and the sweet 
erlialatious from the grateful ciudh aje ilolightful beyond Je- 
Bcriptimi. There is a freshiiea« in all nature, and the heart 
swells with joy and gratitude ti>wards that Oreat Heneficent 
Being, who has looked down and remembered Ills creatures upou 
earth. Such is the coinmonoement of the monsoon. The lull 
l)etv CPU the first squall and the regtilar set in of the season is 
uf sumo hours’ duration, and during this lull tho weather is ex* 
tremely invigorating. Myriads of frogs are now heard croaking 
from their dam}i rctre.'it, ducks become quite a nuisance, and 
large flocks of wild water-fowl, of every iruaginable description, 
are flying ovcrhea<l at iill houre, taking an inland direction, 
where tho lakes and the tanks will be soon full to overflowing, 
and which will aflbrd shelter and food for them for several 
weeks to come. Night closes iu soom r than usual to the music 
of distant tlnmder, the air is cool and refreshing, and sleep, such 
as has been a stranger to the eyes for many nights past, now 
blesses the rei>o.se of the slumherer. You awake about midnight, 
and hug your pillow closer to your cheek as you listen to the 
roaring of the tempest without, and tho rain that is falling too 
in torrents, happy to find yourself snug in-doors and unexposed 
to the fury of the gales. Sleep soon steals over one again, and 
the next morning you rise quite a different man to what you 
have felt for many months past. Rain, rain, rain, no stoji to 
rain— night and day— day and night, no cessation whatever ; 
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and this kind of work continues for eight or ten days. Look out 
of the window, there is nothing but puddles ; look out of the 
door, and you behold that most wretche^l looking of all the fea- 
thered tribe in wet weather— a cock ; he has hardly heart left 
in him to crow, and seems to regard the weather as a very 
serious ailaii' indeed, and a great interruption to his dung-hUl 
enjoyments. There is no amusement in-doors but reading 
books and musty old newspapers, or writing dull lettera to 
friends at a distance. Occasionally we amused ouiselves at Mr. 
Hunter’s by playing Lagraoe, and we were once or twice guilty 
of a game at ring-taw, the marbles being our own manufacture 
out of sealing-wax. Night, however, brought with it^ its en- 
livening candle lights. The darker and more stormy the night, 
the more brilliantly illuminated the rooms used to be ; and if 
the weather was particularly damp, we made ourselves com- 
fortable with a gooddiuner and some fine old sherry, and then, 
as a wind-up, just a Uetle drop of hot whiskey toddy to make, 
what is vulgarly termed "a night cap.” After the first heavy 
rains of the mousoous at Bangkok, sickness generally pi-evails to 
a greater or less ei tent, and if the rains have been of unusually 
long duration, cliulcra, that scourge of tlie East, makes its 
appearance. Those struck by this most fatal disorder generally 
succumb within the course of a few hours ; for rare, indeed, are 
the instances on record of a native having been effectually cured : 
sometimes they rally, and ap]>ear to nil intents and purposes 
cured, hut in these eases the debility of the 2 >atieut is so great 
that he seldom recovers entirely. In 1841, the cholera, in its 
most alonning form, that called the spasmodic^ broke out in the 
city of Bangkok, and before noon the next day after its first 
ap])earauoe, upwards of a thousand inhabitants — ^men, women, 
and children were numbered with the dead. Such was the 
virulence of the disease on the second and third days, that 
relatives and connexions fled from the house infested, leaving the 
unfortunate victim to perish in all the horrors of solitude and 
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tmquenchaWe thirsts, and the priests, much against their triU 
(idthough the more hardy of them laid their hands upon such 
booty as they found in the houses of the dead), were compelled to 
fly from house to house with the ostensible motive of succouring 
the s'elr md throwing the dejul into the river, with weights 
attached to them, so as to prevent their bodies coming to the 
suifact agun before they had been floated far out to sea ; for 
any rites of sepulture were quite out of the question, when the 
dead TV ere being numbered by thonsaiiils, and neither auction, 
promises, nor threats could induce any men to approach the 
house of sickness, much less to handle ri carry the stricken 
coipse. 

It was on this occasion that the French Cathjlic missionaries 
then resident at Bangkok so much distinguished themselves for 
their chanty and courageous Cliristiaii conduct. They had no 
motives but the purest to induce them to occupy themselves 
from morning till night, and sometimes oven during the whole 
night, in succouring the sick and dying. Armed with such 
remedies as they thought most conducive to avert the fatal 
results of so direful a disease, they plied from house to house 
eudeavounng to heal the suffering body, and to pour comfort 
and calm into those troubled souls that were so speedily sum- 
moned into eternity. To deny that we ourselves did not share 
in the general panic that reigned around us, would be equivalent 
to an untrnth. It was perhaps true that wo possessed more 
moral courage, and more resignation to the decrees of Providence 
than our less enlightened neighbours the Siamese, but it was a 
fearful thing to see the destruction that raged around us ; the 
blank desolation of many of the houses whose inmates we had 
been thmillar with, and from whence the voice of mirth and 
merriment had oftentimes resounded. And it was appalling to 
hear the death-wail wafted over the water as ever and anon this 
sad signal gave notice that the messenger of death had crossed 
another threshold. 

o 2 
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One grand point to be obeervod during the chole'ra is, first 
deanlinesB of the house and of the person ; and, secondly, strict 
attention to confine oneself to good wholesome food properly 
cooked, and to eschew both vegetables and fruit. I have been 
more than once in towns where the cholera was committing 
frightful depredations, and 1, on each separate occasion, observed 
that those who adhered to this regimen, were seldom or never 
attacked. Wo, in Mr. Hunter’s house, adopted the advice of the 
French Catholic priests, which was to take the first thing on 
awaking in the morning a small glass of raw Cognac of the best 
quality procurable : the nest thing to he done was to have break- 
fast as soon as we were dressed, and uoue of the doors or windows 
of the house were opened till the sun had attained a high eleva- 
tion in the skies. Smoking was strongly recommended, and to 
have braziers of well burnt cliarcoal fires in each room in the 
house, into which, from time to time, a teagjwonful of ground 
coffee, or a little stigai. was iNuued, emitting a pleasant atTvos, 
and faffecluallj fumigating tho rooms. The last thing on gfltting 
into bell, every soul in the house, servants included, was com- 
pelled to swallow a hot glass of brandy and water, and then to 
cover himself over till a violent prspiration burst forth from 
every pore. Tliis was a species of physicking (I allude to the 
er.tables and di-iukablea) which would have been the reverse of 
disagreeable had it not been for the peculiar situation in which 
we were placed, and which admitted not of a moment’s peace of 
mind or enjoyment. In this state matters continued for nearly 
a week when the cholera disappeared as suddenly as it had come, 
leaving the city of liangkok minus about thirteen thousand of its 
inhabitants, amongst whom were numbered a few strangers, 
principally Americans, who, having taken the pledge of total 
abstinence, could by no argument be induced to adopt the sanitaTy 
regulations recommended by the worthy French priests. That 
the people died in such numbers was as much their own fault as 
it was their misfortune ; unripe fruit, and cucumbers^ fish, and 
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every species of vegetable, were by them devoured with as much 
avidity as tiiough no such a thing as the cholera ever existed ; 
and what did them more harm than anything else was the 
detestable laziness of the women, who, to save themselves the 
trouble of having to cook twice a day, boiled one immense pot 
of rice at noon, and what remained of this rice, after pouring some 
water upon it, was kept for the next morning’s breakfast ; when, 
cold and turned }ierfectly sour, it was discussed with, may be, 
a bit of cocoa-nut nnd a red chilly, or else a salad of green 
mangoes, vinegar, and onions. 

On the whole, I am inclined to think that the climate of biam 
is a salubrious climate, ami that v 1th due regard to the construc- 
tion of the houses, the clcanliu('as of the streets, and proper 
attention to the focxl and clothing of the people, it might vie 
with the wealthiest to-wns iu India, though this is alas ! saying but 
little for it. For my own jrart, 1 would as soon be sent there as 
to any part of India, if inolined or necessitated to go to India at 
all ; the only preference that 1 could have iu the whole Eastern 
hemisphere being that little paradise upon earth, Pdo Pmmg, 
where mauy of the happiest dajs of my youth were spent with 
friends the most sincere I have met with in life. 

Siam produces many very excellent vegetables for kitchen 
use. Amongst these tljc yams and sweet potatoes are abundant, 
and of a "very fine quality. There k also the moriuga, a vegetable 
tree, the seed jtods of which, when green, are commonly used 
with stewed meats, and in India in curries ; then there is the 
bandicoy or bamiah, the briuj.'il or badingau, the pepincoy, the 
snake vegetable, wild spinnach, several different qualities of beans, 
and, of course, onions and garlic ; beyond computation Bangkok 
is the first place where I ever tasted green garlic in pickles, 
and I must candidly confess that though long joumeyings 
have made me accustomed to the flavour of this nauseous root 
when used in small quantities, I liked not the pickled green 
garlic at all, and the natives were astonished at my bad tante, 
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G^ger grows abundantly in the neighbourhood of Bangkok, 
and the natives are as skilled in making preserved and candied 
ginger as the Chinese themselves. There are many other little 
conserves and preserves in which the Siamese equally excel, 
such as the rose leaf, the lime blossum, and the candied lime 
and citron, but these latter arc brought to Bangkok from towns 
in the interior, which it was never my good luck to visit, my 
rambles liaviug been confined to within a few miles of the 
capital itself and in exploring the shores and islands on' both 
sides of the gulf called Cambogia. 

I beard that the tea pbuit was being successfully cidtivated at 
a place some sixty miles distant from Yuihia, but for the truth 
of this assertion I cannot vouch, as I never saw any samples 
exhibited at Bangkok, and I never could induce the other 
Europeans to make uji a party to exjiloro the interior, which 
was, driving my stay, in rather a Iron tiled state, owing to the 
taxes levied upon tlic villages ami towns Inving rather exceeded 
ill amount what tlu v Lad hern heretofore accustomed to pay. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 


The Trlnw Clitra-rea— Ills friendship f«r the I’.nR’I'.h — Hi« doelre for knowledge — 
1lrll1 III his Artillery enldiris Ttiiihle effrcl of a i iAii-uf aoi'a SAlute —The 
Prince s shill in making end repAirinR watrhea -Hi' m lanchotv and its riii ses. 
— liibwheeaiid eh ildi en - Account of 1 1 House at his j alace 'in OhrihtmAi day, 
1840 -Kiaincic game of liattliiloor and ohuttIccock.-( lirice theatrical per- 
ibmiumc ‘'ketch of Hie dr ina - The I hiiatmas dinner— Visits to tlio temples 
of the White hlcphants.— Uc'iciipuuu of che watts —The two elephants. 



HE moat singular inhabitant of Siam, 
and ono laying claim to the highest 
}ivaiflc, is Piince rhou-Faa. Born 
under tlie most inansjiicious star, and 
subject to the jealous eye of the King, 
his every action watched and re- 
ported at court, yet ho has contrived 
to find time and opportunity to culti- 
vate his naturally elcver mind, till 
he shines forth a perfect wonder of 
education and intellectual attainments. 
He was always kindly disposed towards 
foreigners, but especially towards the English, 
and sought to cultivate the friendship of Mr. 
Hunter, who reciprocated it most cordially. 
Prom Mr. Hunter the Prmce first acquired some 
slight knowledge of the English language, and through his aid 
procured such elementary books as laid the foundation of his 
educational course ; his ardent love of study made him devour 
the contents of these volumes with the greatest avidity, and, not 
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contented -with Umiting himself to a simple course of instmction, 
he procured books of mathematics and fortification, puzzled his 
brains ^ith gunnery, the art of casting guns and cannons ; and 
eventually, after a wonderful struggle against the many diffi- 
culties that surrounded him — amongst which not the least was the 
want of efiicientmasters, and, indeed, oftentimes any masters at 
all — emerged from the shell of a rough, unpolished Siamese, 
into what he was when I was in Siam — an indubitably clever 
scholar, and a perfect gentleman. 

His thirst for literature was then greater than ever ; all the 
latest publications he, by means of agents, procured ftom 
Singapore, and 1 have seen him laugh as heartily over Dickens’s 
“ Pickwick,” as though he had been accustomed to the scenes 
that book depicts from his earliest youth ; but he frittered not 
his whole time .away In the pursuit of any single occupation — 
his time was allotted into different 3 )ortiojw. Tlie first occu- 
pation of a morning was drilling his sniidl band of ortilleiy 
soldiers. The ground allotted for this praciice was just 
the walls of his castle, a level piece of ground running parallel 
with the banks of the river, op which his Majesty, the King, 
had caused some pieces of cannon to }>e placed, as a wise 
precaution to guard himself from the invasion of foes by water, 
quite forgetting the fact of his own palace, on the opposite side 
of the banks, being just situated in a position to be blown into 
atoms at the first fire. Of course the manoeuvres gone through 
by the Prince’s men were entirely harmlesB, as even blank 
powder was never used, lest the re^iort should shake the nerves 
of his Majesty’s fifteen hundred wives, and ruffie his own by no 
means sweetest of dispositions. 

A very ludicrous incident of this description occurred whilst I 
was at Bangkok. The “ Sir Walter Scott,” one of his Siamese 
Majesty’s sloops of war, happened then to be commanded by a 
rather hair-brained Irishman. Betnming once from a cruise off 
the west coast of Cambogia, and sailing majestically np the river, 
wind and tide in favour, towards her moorings off the palace. 
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and passing Mr. Hunter’s house, where the British flag was 
proudly waving, the day being Sunday, she hove back her saUs 
all of A sudden, and fired a salute of twenty-one guns ; this 
happened at about one p.m., when most of the inhabitants are 
generally taking a siesta. The effect was most electrical, before 
^he echo of the last gun had subsided, the river was thickly 
^tted with canoes, flying in all directions, and r unning into each 



other, and causing a hundred other mishaps in their confusion. 
As for the old King, his fear only exceeded his rage ; it was 
with the greatest difficulty he was prevented from inflicting a 

very summary vengeance on Captain M , viz., that of having 

him sent out of the kingdom at a minute’s warning. Mr. Hunter, 
however, who was one of the peers of the realm, succeeded in 
assuaging his wrath. • 

But to return to the Prince Chou-Faa : he regularly every 
morning went through this mimic exercise, and really, to do him 
credit, with amazing precision. After drill, his little squad 
marched, with himself at the head of them, back to the barracks, 
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’which were built within the predncts of the little white-washed 
fortress that surrounded hk palace. A halt was called, and the 
soldiers divesting themselves of their uniform, and clad in a 
decidedly light costume, resumed the line of march to that part 
where the Prince had constimcted a little armoury, a perfect 
little bijou of a place, so neat and cleanly kept, 'that the muskets 
and sabres which were therein fantastically arranged, glittered 
again and dazzled one’s eyes with their brightness, as the 
morning e'en shone in upon them through the open windows. 
All these were brought out and duly scoured ; but such was the 
punctuality of this operation, that the men had but little fatigue, 
in remo'ving whatever stray atoms of dust might have collected 
upon them. This completed their morning’s work, and they were 
dismissed to their respective apartments, or to return to their 
floating homes if they chose till the nett morning. The Prince 
had some favourites that had picked up a little splattering ot 
English, and a-ssiated liini in his more scientific amusements. 
Opposite the armouty, and just on the very threshold of hw 
palace, was a very pretty little frame-house, surrounded -with 
glass win Jo'ws, and over the cntrance-door to which was placed a 
board with the inscription of “ Watches and Clocks made and 
repaired here," 'wiitten in large letters of gold, and here 
would he he seen, seated at a table that was liberally 
bestrewed with fragments and little mites of wheels, pursuing 
his favourite occupation of watchmaker. It was a strange sight 
in such an out-of-the-way place as Bangkok, and amongst such 
a set of uncouth beings ns the Siamese, to come suddenly 
upon the strange figure the Prince presented with a pair of 
huge goggles protruding from his eyes, and surrounded by a 
group of inquisitive and inquiring favourites. Watch-making 
aad repairing were generally over about the time that the Bang’s 
trumpet gave notice that he had had breakfast, and then the 
Prince retired to the harem, to partake of that pleasant meal 
also. But he was a frugal mau, and was never long seated at 
meals, except upon such occasions as he had any Europeans to 
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dme trith him, and Idten he adopted the English fashion of sitting 
long at table. 

Prince Chou-Faa would generally spend an hour or tnore in 
his library, which was well and even handsomely fitted up, and 
contained ^i>me valuable books on various topics of literature 
and science ; and of an evening a little exercise, either on horse- 
back <jr a row up the river, to inhale the fresh and invigorating 
evening breeze — ^never more precious, or whicli none can better 
enjoy than ihose subjected to the relaxing heats of an Indian 
clime. Night closed in, and the Piincc, in hi" brilliantly lighted 
palace, partook of tea and bread and butti'j-, “d V Anglaiiitf' and 
billl.'U'ds, cards, or bagatelle filled up the vacuum between tea- 
time and ten o’clock, the hour at which (!ihou-Faa invariably 
retired for the night. Oceasiunally, and especially if any 
Europeans were passing the evening with him, the Prince gave 
us a tune on the flute, for amongst his really manifold accora- 
jilishmeiits he was a good musioiim, and I have heard him 
execute “i)« con Fe" with variations, in a style to be by no 
means sneered at. 

One might imagine that surrounded os Chou-Faa was with all 
the necessaries, and many of the luxuries of life, he must Ixave been 
a happy and contented man; hut those wlio knew him and 
watched bis oft contracted brow could tell a very different tale. 
There was a slumbei’iug sorrow there that would ever and anon 
buret forth like to some troubled dream, and spread a gloom over 
Ills usually smiling countenance. He evidently strove often and 
hard to overcome the theme that haunted him through day, and 
week, and month, and year ; hut it burst forth amidst his 
happiest and most joyous moments, and he felt that, notwith- 
standing all the gaudy tinsel that surrounded him, he was de facto 
a state prisoner, watched and guarded by the hateful eye of 
jealousy, and never for two consecutive moments certain of what 
&te the capricious temperament of the King might doom him to. 
The doctor who, by the Song’s commands, was dancing perpetual 
attendance at the Prince’s heels, and who insisted on the Prince 
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swallowing an allotted allowance of medicine monthly, was an 
all-sufficient drawback to his highness’s happiness, and had he 
n(tt possessed that humane, gentle disposition for which he was 
ever distinguished, I imagine this bugbear of a doctor would 
have had to swallow all his own medicine, in addition to something, 
perhaps, not quite so harmless. 

The Prince Chou-Faa was an exceedingly good husband and 
&ther ; his favourite princess, and one or two of the others, often 
in the sacred precincts of the harem, sat down to meals and ate 
with him — a fact unprecedented in the kalends of Siamese 
domestic economy. His eldest son, whom he had christened, 
or at least called. Prince George, he was bringing up under 
the iron rod of control, and I have little doubt that (if he be 
alive) ho has now grown up to be a fine, well-educated 
young man. Chou-Faa on several occasions admitted us to 
his harem, and two of his favourite wives used to converse 
with us lluciitly in Euglish. They could, towever, neither read 
nor write, 

On Cliristmns-day, lh40, the Prince Chou-Faa invited all the 
Europeans then residing at Ilangkok to spend the day at his 
palace, and wind up with a grand Christmas dinner, to be served 
at precisely 4 p.m. This invitation included the officers and 
mates of all tlie merchant vessels then in the river, and the 
American and French missionaries : these latter, however, 
declined the invitation, and it was well they did so, for of all the 
carousals J ever witnessed (and one sees rare specimens of these 
at some of the military messes in India), I never saw one to 
surqrass that at Bangkok. The party began arriving at the 
palace at about lU a.m., and by eleven we were all assembled. 
There happened to be two English vessels in the river at the 
time, and three Bombay traden^ and these, in addition to the 
Siamese men-of-war, furnished a pretty decent number of 
Englishmen. I think we sat down to dinner somewhat about 
thirty in number. Amongst the crews of the English vessels we 
mustered a couple of fiddlers, a hautboy, a flute, a fife, and a 
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drummer, and, with this magnijuxni hand, commenced the 
husincsa of the day with the British National Anthem. Every- 
body joined in chorus, and though the music was execrable, smd 
the inug i ny alarmingly out of time, we got through it on the 
■whole remarkably well. The ladies, or rather princesses, had a 
place partitioned off, through wliich, by aid of eyelet holes, they 
were si ectators of this, to them so novel a spectacle ; and it was 
worth a good deal to see the cats in the palace, tearing about, tail 
up in the air, as the firat burst of our discordant orchestra fell 
like a thunder-peal on their astonished and oiarmed ears. Jigs, 
reels, country-dances, and Higbl.aud flings wcio aU executed to 
admiration, and several who could not d.'tucc a reel in the 
morning were seen reeling at a later peiiod of the day. At 
about one o’clock we bad a glorious spread in the shape of a 
dtjfun^r a la fmreliette, laid out in the court-yard under the cool 
shade of apandal, a species oftem|)orary balcony consisting of a 
lot of dried grass introduced lietween a trellis-work of split 
bamboos, and elevated over head by mcaus of posts driven into 
the ground, to the tops of which the four comers are fastened, 
Champagne ad libitum was poured down our throats, and 
though it was not f rappee it was deliciously cool, from the process 
adopted in India of standing the bottles in saltpetre and salt 
and water. After breakfast we amused ourselves as best we 
could, and oven resorted to leap-frog for want of a better amuse- 
ment ; the occasional bungling clumsiness of some less skilful 
jumper, who would topple himself and Ills “back” over, "was 
a source of great mirth to the Prince and the other native 
Spectators, to whom the game was a perfect novelty, and the 
ill-suppressed titterings behind the screen plainly evinced 
that the ladies were enjoying the fun as much as any of 
us. Our resources at length failing us, and fatigued, and 
weary, we sat down upon the sofas placed around, and then 
the Prince called upou some of his own people to put their 
skill to the test, and keep the ball going, and what think ye 
was the first game they had t Battledoor and shuttlecock ! 
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1i>ut played in such a scientific and skilful way as only the 
Siamese can. 

About thirty young men stood in a circle ; the shuttlecock 
was exactly such an one as we have in England, but the 
battledoor was the sole of the foot ! I never witnessed such 
remarkable agility in my life as was displayed by these lads ; 
one threw the shuttlecock to some one opposite, the young man 
near whom it would threaten to alight instantly prepared 
himself to receive it, and wheeling sharjdy round, would kick his. 
right log up so scientifically and correctly, that the shuttlecock 
would just alight on the centre of the sole of his foot, and 
rebound with amaziug elasticity, being caught by the next 
person it approached in precisely the same style, and in this 
method I have seen the game kept up for nearly a space of ten 
minutes without the shuttlecock onne falling to the ground. I 
once attempted to imitate th** young Siamese in their method ot 
playing this game, but failed eigiially in the attempt, though I 
nearly succeeded iu putting my ankle out of joint. After this 
there w.as a good deal of wrestling and gymuastics, and then we 
had a Siamese dauoe, resembling much iu its uncouth gestures 
the savage war dance of the South Sea Islandeis. This was 
succeeded by a sham boxing match between two English tars, 
hut the Prince had been so liberal in supplying these worthies with 
poteen, that they soon forgot the sham part of the business, and 
set to work in right good earnest, tooth and nail ; and it required 
our conjoint efl’orts to sei>arate the combatants. The amusements 
of the day concluded with a Cliiuese theatrical performance, 
a perfect novelty to many of the European spectators present. 
The theatre had been temporarily erected, and there was no 
scenery except the drop scene. In the centre of the stage there 
was a circular tent, or rather the tent walls without the top 
part, or any other covering. This was supposed to represent 
some unknown fortress in some unheard-of land, the gates of 
which were facing the audience. In the distance behind this 
fortress were seen approaching some twenty painted and armed 
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uncoutk-looking Trarriors ; these vere meaat to represent a' 
besieging a™y> inside the fortress were the unhappy besieged 
inhabitants, as yet invisible to us ; but as a matter of course 
undergoing all the frightful privations of a long siege ; at a given 
signal the attack commenced ; the shouting of the approaching 
army, and the beating of gongs was awful in the extreme ; it was 
enough to break the tympanum of the ears, and instinct led ns 
simultaneously to cram our fingers into those tender orifices for 
fear of a disastrous result. At length amidst this most unearthly 
riot, out rushed the poor starved garrison, roni,isting of a very 
old man with a long white woolly beard, who, in a bunr'de 
suspended to a stick over his 8haul<iers suppo'^ed to contain very 
Costly treasures, was bolting from the town, ere the besiegers 
should force an entrance ; then came a very old woman with 
some pots and pans, then a young mau with a musket, and a 
young girl with a basket, and then some half-dozen children 
with nothing particular but theli* ragged clothing, and of this in 
all conscience they possessed little enough. These constituted 
the undaiuitable gairison of that Invincible citadel now about to 
he ransacked by the ruthless besiegers. The besieged fled panic- 
struck in every direction, the citadel was carried by main force, 
and the enemy’s anny having gained }M;)Sses8ion, carried off the 
wjiUs victoriously on their shoulders — a very delightful, though 
rather unusual method of disposing of a stronghold, and one 
which it would require an aniiy of Atlases to perform. The 
curtain dropped amidst a very whirlwind of applause, and 
shouting ; and this was the first Cliiuese play I ever witnessed, 
and certainly the last I should ever wish to see, for me- 
thinks a continuation of such noises for a succession of nights 
would render one unfit for anything but Hanwell, Bedlam 
always excepted. 

Dinner was now annoimced, and we were introduced into an 
apartment which none of us hwl ever before witnessed, and 
which surpassed in splendour our utmost expectations ; it was 
an elegantly tapestried room, lighted by three costly chandeliers : 
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on tlte sideboard, which was almost entirely of iroi7, stood 
aervetal massive and chastely wrought gold and silver vases, 
evidently of Chinese ori^n, and the centre was occupied by 
a dock representing a ciystal fountain, whoso waters were 
continually set in motion by the working of the machinery ol 
the clock. Against tlie walls were suspended some very chaste 
oil-coloured views : two in particular invited our admiration ; 
th^ were called twilight and dawn, and for mellowness of tint 
and softness of outline, I have seldom seen them rivalled. The 
long mahogany table covered with a snow-white damask doth, 
was literally groaning under the rich display, of plate and glass 
ware, and when the covers were removed, the savoury Incense 
that steamed up from them made our appetites remember that 
we had not yet dined. A very dc-sirable state of affairs, provided 
such a princely meal were always at one’s command. It was, 
indeed, a suiuptuous repast! Moat sumptuous. There were 
divers very excellent soups to commence with, ‘and then came 
turkeys, and geese, aud ducks, aud fowls, and roast sucking 
pigs, and many other im^'iitives to ii])pctite, setting aside that 
best of all Indian Iuxuri(\s, prawn aiid rabbit curries ; and we 
looked upon these and partook of them, and sighed to thiftk that 
there was such a thing as to-morrow in the question, with its 
accompanying headadies and indigestions, and that terrible 
drawback to enjoyment — ^to wit the cholera. N'in^forte, we had 
good wines, aye, the be.st of old crusty wines, to wash down the 
good things and assist digestion, so I sang to myself like the 
famed Edgarda in the Borgia — 

“ Nod oiiriRTno linccrto domani, • 

Si quest oggi cl dato g^o'dare/* 

I believe every one present thought like myself, even the Prince 
included, for we made sad havoc amongst those viands, and as 
for the wines, the port, the golden sherry, the sparkling 
bui^ndy, it would have been an insult to one's arithmetic, to 
have counted the empty bottles after the dinner was fairly done. 
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Hie cloth waa removed, the fruits and sweets produced, and 
toasting commenced. Mr. Hunter proposed "the King of 
Siam,” which was responded to with three times Ihref. The 
Prince returned thanks, and, in a very neat speech, gave “ The 
Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,” &c. ^ then he rose again to 
propose " The Queen of Portugal,” and the Portuguese Gonaul 
gave “ The Prince ” himself ; and the enthusiasm with which 
this toast was received must have been very gratifying to his 
feelings, knowing, as he well knew, how universally he was 
respected and esteemed by the Europeans then at Siam. After 
this, there was some more toasting, and any quantity of Maras- 
chino and other liqueui-s, and then some of the bolder volunteered 
a song, the Prince, with evident glee, joining in the interminable 
toroloral choruses. 

Chou-Faa, who waa then about thirty-eight years of age, and 
wore on that occasion a full-dress naval uniform with epaulettes, 
and buttons on which an elephant figured in lieu of the crown, 
is, or, at least, was, a rather handsome man for a Siamese, of 
middle stature, dark complexion, and an extremely well and 
strongly-built figure. 

At this distant period, I stUl look back with delight to the 
few pleasant hours of that Cliristmas spent in a Siamese capital, 
at the hospitable table of a Siamese Prince, and it now appears, 
as it then did to me, almost incredible to think that in the very 
centre of almost savages, and in a land but little heard of or 
known, there is to be found such an enlightened character as the 
excellent Prince Chou-Faa. 

The Prince sent us home at an early hour in his own state- 
barge ; and when the cawings of the thievish crows awoke me 
from my pillow next morning, the events of the preceding day 
appeared like an imaginary phantom, conjured up by some spell 
to puzzle and perplex one for the remainder of our pilgrimage 
on earth. 

Curiosity, assisted by a special permit, induced me ouoe 
during my sojourn at Bangkok, to visit those two most 
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remarkable edifices in the whole empire of Siam — ^Ihe Watts oi 
Temples of the two White Elephants— those most revered of all 
the Siamese deities, and which, as the cross in tlie ChristiBa and 
the crescent in the Moslem, floats proudly for the Siamese in the 
banner of their nation. An elephant is certainly more terribly 
emblematical of the oppressive yoke of tyranny than anything 
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that I know of ; at least, in my own humble opinion, I would 
rather lie trodden under foot by any other quadruped, were 1 
reduced to the miserable extramlties of such an unenviable 
clMiice. 

The watte themselves were very fine buildings, replete with all 
the gorgeous beauties of oriental architecture. The first or chief 
watt, the residence of the largest of these two rare and beautiful 
creatures, is situated on the east bank of the river Menam, 
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about half a mile from the shore, and in the centre of a garden, 
deliciouely scented with the tube-rose, the yellow honeysuckle, 
and that rate specimen of the passion-ilower, called by the 
Siamese the “ hdl~jlovjer" from its very great resemblance to a 
bell. On either side of the watt were two huge Banian trees, 
evidently of long growth, from the great number of shoots that 
had taken firm root in the ground, and were now forming diffe- 
rent and distinct branches of their own. Under these trees, a 
whole posse of Siamese priests, clad in gamboge-dyed dresses, 
were chaunting laudatory verses about the great white elephant, 
and, with the exception of one malevolent glare at us as we 
entered the highly-finished gates of the walls that enclosed the 
gardens of the watts, they took no further notice of onr pro- 
ceedings, but allowed us to go round the garden unmolested, 
picking such rich bouquets as would make the heart of a ball- 
going young London lady palpitate again with joy and excite- 
ment, After a lapse of about a quarter of an hour, which was 
pleasantly enough sjwnt in surveying the outside of the watt, its 
thousand pretty pedestals, and as many indescribable and 
singular little images, a venerable-looking old fellow, clad in a 
most remarkably brilliant yellow surplice, who wore a smile of 
satisfaction upon his face, which plainly indicated that he had 
been well-jee’d by our attendant Cicerone, came forward and 
offered to conduct us iuto the presence of White Elephant, the 
senior. We closely followed our guide, and were admitted into 
the presence of this noble animal. 1 have never before seen so 
large an elephaut ; his skin was as smooth and spotless and 
white as the driven snow, with the exception of a large scarlet 
rim round the eyes. The brute was too dignified and accustomed 
to homage to pay the slightest attention to the intrusion of such 
unpresumiug visitors as ourselves, but went on calmly helping 
himself to leaves and branches from the mighty piles that were 
heaped up before him. The room itself was an unpresuming 
one, exceedingly lofty, with windows all round the loftiest part ; 
hut the flooring was covered with a mat-work, wrought of pure 

B 2 
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chmd gold, each interwoveo seam being about half an inch \nde, 
and about the thicknesa of a half sovereign ! I ! If this was not tin 
to tntJca, as the Yankees say, I don’t know what was. The idea 
of a great unwieldy brute, like the elephant, trampling under 
foot and wearing out more gold in one year than many hard* 
working people gain in ten ! And then the soiled mess that this 
costly carpeting was in, in many parts, would have been suffi- 
cient to cause a miser to go off instantly into a fit of insanity. 
Several priests were busily engaged, in different parts of the room, 
polishing up tarnished spots ; others, professionally goldsmiths, 
were extracting the worn strips, and replacing them with new 
ones, so heavy and so bright, that it made our eyes and mouths 
water to see such infamous waste. Every one to his liking, 
however. The sovereigns and potentates of Europe manage to 
make millions slip through their fingers in the pursuits of the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and in indulging every 
appetite that vicious nature can give birth to. ^The King of Siam 
would doubtless do the same if lie could ; but he can’t, for this 
8ira]ile reason, that so limited are tlie resources for gratification 
and pieiisure, and so cheaply obtainable these few, that his 
Majesty, who does not spend much in wearing apparel, turns his 
treasures into mats for his favourite doll or deity to tread upon. 
The man who was so fortunate as to entrap this elephant, got 
from the King of Siam a pension of one thousand tikols per 
auuum, which pension is hereditary ; besides this, he was raised 
to a very high office in the kingdom, that of carrying water for 
the elephant to .slake his thiiwt witli • and the jars in which the 
water is transported, and the trough from which this leviathan 
drinks, are both more or less filagreed and worked with gold. The 
elephants are the only dignitaries connected with the coiut 
that are permitted to breakfitst before his Majesty, and if they 
don’t get it early, they roar for it in a very appalling manner.' 
The elephant’s trumpeting must certainly drown the feeble 
cracked notes of the king’s bugler. These creatures seldom or 
sever leave their cells except upon stated feast days, when they 
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head a procession that marches round their respective watt some 
half-dozen times, and they are then re-led to their stately 
couch. 

% 

The white elephant junior differed from the white elephant 
senior considerably in size and appearance, and consequently 
luxuriated in silver instead of gold. He was evidently the 
younger son of a junior branch of the family, and was accordingly 
neglected and ill-treated. Even the priests neglected to repair 
the rents in his silver matting, which was fast going to pieces, 
and if one might judge from the meagre and sickly look of the 
poor anima l, it was not likely to live long enough to tread upon 
a new. The watt in which this poor brute was confined was 
also insignificant in comparison with the other, and the garden, 
though abounding with flowew, was evidently iU looked after 
and neglected. This problem is easily solved by the fact, that 
the king is in the daily habit of attending the other watt, and 
his fifteen hundred wives supply themselves with bouquets 
therefrom ; whereas tliia watt has never seen the stout shadow 
of His Majesty since the first installation of the ill-conditioned 
elephant. 
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CHAPTEB VII. 

Chantl Itoon.— rts hitiiatiun »nd liuildmgB. — Account of the attompt of a Cltinaso 
CAptain to ran Airay irlth a richly ladt'O NiA/ncAe Oovemmout trador. — Mode of 
cnndiictinj;; htmlnctea at Clifttiti liuon.-^Adventiirc with tlid Biamese ofBoer of 
C'aitoiDA.— Monki*y» iirid Aiiakca. — Iteacription of tlie country .-^Siameae cookery, 
— The White Ant inul the C-olira di (*apcllo.--U«c of the ant hUlH by tho latter. 
—Feeding of the (-otmi hythc nativea.^Tringano.— Passage across Biamese 
(lUlf— Encouutor with a wlniiwind.—Uardia. -Ohnmpoon.— Kffi'ct of a HAlutc of 
twenty-one guns, — (.‘ollecHon of tribute from the Rajah.— Keturu voyage. 

HA?<Tl Coon is‘l3eyoDd a doubt 
>iLuale(l in ono of tlio wealtluest 
provinces of Siam, lusigni&atiit 
in !ipj»eiirance anil size, the otAy 
hiiililiitgs of note in the town con- 
sist of a watt with a remarkably 
i'leg!int spire, and a huge go- 
veniuieiit niagaziuu for tiie ware- 
b'lnsing of tlio more valuable 
jiroducts, which are bi-imnually 
shijnH-d to Bangkok for sale and 
exportation. Tn tlie inteiwals between tlie two monsoons, 
Siamese ships of war ami jimks, W'ith government super- 
c&rgoea, are employed on this service, as the cai'goes 
are of too valuable a nature to be entrusted to the 
Chinese or other traffickers. These could easily smuggle 
portions of tbs ivory, gamboge, spices, &c., on board vessels 
lying at anchor along the coast or off the bar of Siam, where 
they coold be readily and advantageously disposed of ; and 
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ohonld a Oh^ooso junk once contain so raluable and costly a 
freighl^ the chances are ten to one that she irould take a directly 
opposite direction to Bangkok, and proceed with all available 
dispatch to Singapore or Canton, or for whichever port the wind 
chanced to be favourable ; and the funds obtained by the 
disposal of one single cargo would enable the runaways to be 
independent for life, and quitting the sea, to enjoy their otiurn, 
mm, dig. in undisturbed tranquillity on shore. An instance of 
this kind, I was informed, had occurred many years before my visit 
to Siam, which, however, fortunately for the Siamese govern* 
ment, had ended in the recapture of the fugitive jiink, which was 
reconducted to Bangkok, and there confiscated. The afitiir 
happened thus. The Siamese government being anxious before 
the setting in of the monsoon to clear the warehouse at Chanti 
Boon of all the produce of that season, and being shoi^ of ships 
of their own nation to import it into Bangkok, were compelled to 
charter several small foreign vessels for this purpose, and amongst 
others a Chinese junk, the owner and captain of which had been 
for many years a regular trader to Bangkok, and who was 
reported to be a moat honest and xipright man. Accordingly, 
being duly arrived and anchored off the little island of Semsing, 
at the mouth of the Chanti Boon river, a distance of 'about 
twenty miles fi-om the town, boats were despatched to bring off 
the cargo, .and the Chinaman was at work, morning, noon, and 
night, endeavouring to be loaded as quickly as possible, so as to 
be away before the coming monsoon. Ills cargo consisted 
almost entirely of ivory, gamboge, and cardamums. The inde- 
fatigable zeal of the captain so impressed the Siamese authorities 
on board (of whom there were three) in his favour, that they 
placed the most implicit confidence in his integrity ; and before 
the vessel was entirely laden, quitted the irksome office of 
keeping taUy, to relax themselves by a walk, or a shooting party 
on shore. The old captain was as punctual as clockwork in 
handing over a correct list of what had been shipped each day to 
the functionaries when they came on board of an evening ; and 
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aa these latter were very regular m obtaming this iufotmatioB 
from the shippers on shore before coming ojOT, they found, m 
comparing notes, that both sides perfectly agreed as to quantity, 
&c. ; a state of afiaira highly gratifying to their feelings, and 
'which led them to make to tlie fat old skipper many stout 
promises of rewards and honours to be heaped upon him on their 
safe return to Bangkok by their august master, His Majesty the 
King of Siam. Tlie Chinaman tised to chuckle at these re'wards 
in perspective amazingly ; and finally, having laden a fiiU and 
complete cargo of costly materials, proposed to those high fane* 
tionaries that they should celebrate tbe occasion by a species 
of jubilee, to be held on shore at the small and almost deserted 
village of Paknom, near Cbanti Boon.* Well, no sooner said 
than done, the proposal was jumped at by the Siamese dignitaries, 
and half-ardozon ducks, a couple of fowls, and a pig fell victims 
to their ambition for jilcasure jiarties. It is needless to say that 
that indi-sjHsnaablf article of all piivnics, spirits, ^eve handed round 
and })urtaken <id .and of ail vile ]>otatiuus, that vilest, called 

latiuihoe — a spirit distilled from rice, and which is more speedy, 
and certain in its destructive and uitoxicating effects than all the 
nun mid brandy in the universe put together. Merrily the 
bowl passed ronud, and the feast continued ■with unalloyed 
cujoyniont till nigh upon sunset. Tlieii the effects of the merry- 
nmking became distiiictly visible from tbe decks of the junk, 
wliei'e the sober and clear-headed crew, under instructions from 
tlieir captain, were attentively watching the issue of events. 
Presently one man got np, and staggered, and fell against his 
neighbour, lolling tlie bitter over in his foil. Tliese two were 
settled for the night, nothing under a miracle could awaken 
litem to a sense of consciousness. The third and sole remaining 
officer seeing the mishap, which was in all probability, in the 

• Ilia strun’c Uut tbo flfst town on ertertng tbe Menom la also eatled Foknam, 
and from tliia dreumstawo. and tho word " Onam" moaning water, In Siamese, I am 
led to auppooe that the name mast have wime relative algtSihatltoi (o the totlOon at 
Qm two \ilittges. 
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tlifiB addled state of his bram« metamorphosed into a odghty 
oomhat between countless warriors that were swimming around 
hin>, shouted lustily for aid, and with one mighty effort leapt 
to his feet only to feel his head seized with an oreipowering 
giddiness, which felled him to the earth as a butcher fells an 
ox. This was the signal for activity on board the junk ; the 
boat was lowered and manned ; the captain, who still retained 
his senses (for he could drink any dozen ordinary men under 
the table, or, more properly speaking in this instance, upon the 
grass), was rowed safely on board, the land-wind set in as the 
night closed round, the anchor was weighed, and over that dark 
sea, with a favouring breeze, the junk sped rapidly on towards — 
not Bangkok, but Singapore ! What became of the three wretched 
men who were left on that desolate island is more than 1 can 
divine, not the slightest clue having been ever obtained as to 
their fate. They dared not show themselves at Chanti Boon or 
Bangkok, where their doom, they well knew, was a lingering 
but certain death. As to the junk, it arrived safely at Singapore, 
and things went on prosj^erously enough with the Chinaman 
and his crew, till one morning, by some unlucky accident, a 
Siamese cruiser come into the liarbour, and the commander 
recognising the ve.sscl, went on board to claim acquaintance with 
his old friend, the skipper, when, to his utter astonishment, he 
found the decks strewed with produce, the loss of which had 
been reported to him by a vessel he had encountered at sea 
bound from Siam to China. The Chinese, conscious of their 
guilt, though the Siamese captain made no allusion to the event, 
wisely effected their escape to shore, so soon as darkness sheltered 
them ; and not long after the commander of the Siamese ship 
of war, accompanied by an armed force, boarded the junk, and 
finding her entirely deserted, got his own ship under weigh, and 
without resistance towed the junk out to sea ; then manning 
her from picked men out of his own crew, the junk sailed in 
convoy of the cruiser direct for Bangkok, where in due coarse 
th^ arrived, to the infinite satisfaction of idie Siamese monarch. 
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who liberally remunerated the officers and men of the Indcy 
croieer. 

From that date suspicion has ever been on the alert as regards 
strangers of all nations, and now-a-days no freights are bronght 
from Chanti Boon except on board of a Siamese vessel of war, 
and even tlie.n innumerable emissaries accompany the ships. 
Tlie Sir Walter Scott was sent on this mission when I was at 
Bangkok, Mid I accompanied her more out of curiosity than 
from any other motive. A line fresh breeze came oif the land 
at about eight p.in., and we weighed and made all possible 
sail, keeping as near the land as safety would permit. The 
water was smooth, and the moon shone brightly as we glided 
swiftly but almost impereeplibly through the water. The 
distance IVom the anchorage to Ca])c Lianl is exactly sixty 
miles, just one degree, and we were abrea.st of this Cape by 
Seven o’clock in the morning. By hngging close under the 
shore, wo kept a pretty sii/r hiitd breckb with us all the 
way; and when Cape was abaft the beam, we hauled 
the vessel up, an<l took iu her studding-sails, stesring a 
nearly due E.ast course. The wind never failed us till 
.about noon, wlicu we were nearly abreast of the island of 
Koh Sanu't, an island twenty-five miles distant from Cape 
Liant, .and from whic-h. to the anchorage off Semving, at the 
mouth of the river of (lhauti Boon, there yet remained a distance 
of forty -live miles to twcou'.i)lish. The calm was intense, and 
the heat still iJig, whilst myr!:ids of annoying flics and stinging 
gnats came bnvzing in idle eii-cles romid oni' beads. This state 
of Hlfair.s continued till four o’clock, when the finst puff of the 
welcome sea breeze, that for more than an hour had been 
tantalising us by rippling the cool-looking blue waves in the 
distance beyond tlie CajK*. came like a gentle angel, whispering 
comfort to our parched and fevered frames. The yards were 
soon braced round, and in half an hour’s time we were once more 
si>orting merrily through the waves ; but the sun set, and the 
night came on, and the moon shone again calmly on the waters, 
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and we had yet a good half degree to make before aniring at 
the andiorage ; so I went to bed, and the only thing that dis- 
turbed my alumbers that night was the shaking of the ship 
as the heavy chain rattled heavily over her bows, sure and happy 
intimation that the careful navigator had brought the ship safely 
■ to her journey’s end. 

I turned out next morning, ripe with expectation, and went 
on deck. The cool, perfumed morning air w!ia delightful and 
invigorating; the gentle murmuring of the waves as they 
rippled over the pebble-strewed beach, was soil, pleasant music to 
the ear. The solemn silence that reigned around was only inter- 
rupted by the occasional scream of the sea-liawk, or the splash 
of the waters as the keen-eyed kingfisher plunged into the wave 
in pursuit of its morning’s meal. The scenery around was wild 
and picturesque ; and the lofty three-hundred-peakeJ mountains 
in the distance, seemed to verge imperceptibly into the cloudless 
azure skies of that clime. Beyond this, there was nothing ! 
no stir of life, no boats, no ships — ^not even a fisherman : but 
there was a quiet, happy, peaceful charm about the place at 
that early hour of the day, that made one, not sad, but pensive, 
and turned stray thoughts from the current of their every- 
day worldly course, into a channel more meet for mankind ; it 
brought the creature to think of the Creator, and lifted up the 
soul to exclaim with the psalmirt, “ O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made them all. I'he earth is 
full of thy riches.” 

After breakfast, the best boat in the ship was rigged out as a 
cutter, and the captain, supercaigoes, and myself, set sail in her 
for the town of Chanti Boon, There were two channels round 
the island, which is situated exactly opposite to the mouth of 
the river, and the tide was running round either side like a 
perfect sluice. We had quite a job to keep the boat from being 
stranded ; and it required the combined force of the sails and 
oars to keep us anywhere near mid-channel ; but when we once 
got fairly round the island, then we were swept with amazing 
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right into the centre of the river, and so floated n^. 
Hie land at the entrance vas veiy low, marshy ground, teeming 
with rank weeds and innumerable noisy croaking frogs. 'Now 
and then a solitary crane poked his astonished head over the 
grass, and, sadly alarmed at such an apparition as a boat, gave 
utterance to a croak of surprise, and flew heavily across the 
river to the opposite side. In the midst of all this desolation, 



RMBAUCE lU CHAVn tOUN U1VR8. 

was one solitary miserable hut, perched high up in the air on 
the stumps of four vei-y lofty cocoa-nut trees ; and at the door 
of this hut, when we passeil, was seated its sole occupant and 
lord and master, an old shrivelled-up man, ■with hardly a rag to 
cover his nakedness, and who, to all appearance, had planted 
himself there about the same period that the trees which sup- 
ported his cal^ had sprung up, and had simultaneonsly with 
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them gone to decay. He ^aa htuily engaged pounding up the 
betel-nut compoeition for mastication (for he and his teeth had 
long since parted company) irhen we first saw hin^ hut no 
sooner did he catch a glimpse of our boat than he seemed, as if 
by inspiration, to be endowed with all the energies of a lad of 
sixteen ; he flung away his betel-nut, slipped down the ladder 
with marvellous celerity, flew to his little canoe, launched, and 
was busy paddling after us, in less time than it has taken me to 
write this. Loudly and authoritatively did he shout to us to 
stop ; and when at last, for sheer curiosity's sake, we hove the 
boat to, to hold parley with him, the fierce little old fellow, so 
soon as he had recovered his breath, attacked us like a royal 
tiger. “What !” said he, “do you Franks dare to break the 
laws of this counti^', and set my authority at defiance, in broad 
daylight ? — I, who am the custom-house officer and reporter- 
general, without whose permit no one is allowed to pass up this 
river ! I have three loaded muskets,” said he, holding up his 
fingers to indicate that there was no mistake about tlieir 
number, “and it’s a mercy that in my anger I did not fire upon 
and kill you all ! ” Excessive was the old man’s wrath to find 
that we were highly amused, and laughed at his threats. After 
a little while, however, he saw it was useless, and so went on 
another tack, begging and imploring us not to go up before he 
had reported our arrival to the governor ; for although it was 
simply a form to be gone through, still the non-performance of 
this office might cost him his post, and that would break his 
heart ; for apart from his having no means to support himself, 
and being without friends or ffimily, twenty yeai’s’ usage had so 
accustomed him to the dear cot on that lovely spot he inhabited, 
that his being separated from and obliged to quit it, would 
bring his grey head in sorrow down to the mud, and cause him 
to lie down and die amidst his bosom ftiends and old compa- 
nion]^ the frogs. Compassionating the poor old fellow, we 
agreed to take him on board of our Imat, and tow his little 
canoe up with us till within a short distance of Chanti Boon, 
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when we would despatch him ahesd, and laud, and break&^t 
somewhere on the hanks of the river, till his return. 

No monkey or parroquet was ever more chatty or noi^ 
than this old worthy. He gave us to understand that all the 
twenty years tliat he had been in that hut, he Lad never had 
any friendly intercourse with human beings ; relatives he had 
none ; lie was generally wont of a morning to sally forth in 
his canoe and reconnoitre the anchorage, but by some strange 
hazard he ha/l this day put off his diurnal trip, peidectly 
])crsuadcd in his own mind that no stranger had arrived, 
for ships had never during his experience touched at this 
jioint, and junks alwaj’s announced their near approach by the 
most frigiitfiil dinning noise of gongs ; hence his surprise was 
ouiy to be vi|uailcd iiy his <*on!itematiou when ho first caught 
sight of our vesisel. StraJige old piece of humanity ! His 
saUiry was somewhere aisnit a ticol a montli, equal to half-a- 
crown sterling, .and ujk n tlus and ihe ocAsional charity of 
passers-by, he had l^ug Milwisted. hut then he was cunning in 
herlw ami know wiiero to g.> in the forest to look for -wild yams 
and other roots, ami not unli equently in tliase foraging exeui’- 
hioiis ho stumbled across a wild boar, and soraetime.s a bear ; 
the solo inmates of bis hut, he assured us, were an old cat and 
ii tame rat. Fowls be had. given up keeping, for they iised to 
.stray aw'ay froi\t his vast domain, and get w'hipped off by hungry 
jackals, or the wilil cat of the jungle. The greatest imaginable 
boon that could be eonfemsl upon this old fellow was tobacco, 
and powder iuid shot. The former ho smoked incessantly ; the 
latbm brought him in an occasional meal of meat, and he had- 
only to watch from his cabin door of a morning, just about 
daybreak, when all the wild fowl of the jangle came down to the 
water’s edge to quench their thirst, to enable him with facility 
to get a good shot at a jiartridge, or w’hat is better still, a fine 
jungle cock. He was also an expert fisherman, s(i that the only 
provisions he laid by ia store were rice, ghee (melted butter), 
onions, garlic, and salt — those five indispensables of dn Oriental’s 
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life. Tha jun gle afforded him firewood enough to roast himself with, 
and the river quenched Lis thirst ; he assured us he hod never 
known an hour’s sickness during the long period of his hermitage, 
and hardly a moment’s discontent, though it was by no means an 
uncommon event when he was coiled up in his comer of a 
night to liear the grievous roar of angry tigein contesting under 
his cabin for the booty afforded by some luckless stag, or a wild 
goat that had been caught at the water’s side. As for snakes, 
the description he gave of those he had seen was marvellous in 
the extreme, and though doubtless he exaggerated as to size, 
&c., I have little doubt iii.my own mind but that some very ugly 
customers of this sjiecies infested the jungles around. .V sure 
sign of this was the entire alwence of monkeys, though the 
interior was infested with them. Monkeys like not the vicinity 
of serpeuts, and I have seen them almost go into fits from exces- 
sive alarm at the sight of even a dead snake. Thus the old man 
enlivened us with tales of his life and adventures, aud our little 
boat progressed rapidly up the stream ; the banks were thickly 
set with mangroves, and there was a species of v ild jessamine 
whose blossom was very delightful, and .nttracted swxirms of bees 
and very many beautiful butterflies. We could see nothing of 
the count]'/ around us from our low position, and the trip would 
have been tedious indeed had it not been fur the engaging tales 
of the queer little old custoin-houae olticer. At length we came 
in sight of the tall elegant spire of the distant watt at Uliauti 
Boon, which was glistening like a diadem of pmeious stones in 
the sunlight ; five minutes more sailing brought us to a line open 
part of the country whore the embankments of the river were 
higher than heretofore, and where lofty tamarind true.s grew in 
abundance. Selecting the most shady of these, we landed, and 
having dispatched the old man in his diminutive canoe to 
announce our advent, we bethought ourselves of breakfast, and 
had it forthwith. The neighbouring countiy was richly cultivated 
and strictly guarded, for several of the plants and trees in tlie 
neighbourhood were of that class that yield costly gams, amemgat 
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olihers the gamhoge, benzom, or frankincense ; owing to this, uoi 
a cow or any kind of cattle was seen grazing on the rich pasturage^ 
which was profuse indeed, lest they might injure the valuable 
trees, some of which were saplings that had not long since been 
planted. The guards, however, were permitted to allow their 
ponies to graze on these plots, securing them by a chain fastened 
round the right forefoot and riveted to a j>eg driven firmly into 
the ground. 

I never saw a country in every respect more fitted for the 
rearing of the silk-worm than the district of Clianti Boon. 
The fine alluvial soil was just what would nurture the white 
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mulberry, and cause it to attain to great perfection of growth ; 
and the climate in the spring (the period when we visited it,) 
was just of that tem]ierature that would best suit the delicate 
and cautiously reared silk-worm. I am confirmed in this 
opinion since visiting the silk-reeling districts in Syria, where 
the worms are oftentimes exposed to those sudden transitions 
in climate which are altogether unknown in such latitudes as 
Chanti Boon. 
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In due time tbe ogre of a custom-houee officer returned with a 
permit, and if the governor imaged at the time that he granted 
it that we were on board of the vessel, he must ^ certainly 
have been unfeignedly sui^rised to see us so soon mahe our 
appearance at his residence. The governor’s house was 
pleasantly situated on the banks of the river, and commanded 
a fine view of the surroundiug country. Unlike the other 
houses of officials that we had visited in Siam, this one was 
remarkable for its cleanliness ; atid the few nights that we slept 
on shore we revelled in the rare luxuiy of unexceptionable clean 
bed linen. Of all Oriental cookery, however, the Siamese is the 
moat execrable and unwholesome ; not from the want of the 
wherewithal to cook (for most certainly the pork and poultry 
were remarkably fine), but from want of mvoir faire, and from 
the abominable practice they have of eating pickled garlic, and 
flavouring all their dishes strongly with this unsavoury condiment. 

Our reception by the Governor of Chnnti Boon was vastly 
different to that fifforded to the Pdre Fontenoy, who accompanied 
Tachard on his embassy to Siam in 1C8<5, just one hundred and 
fifty-six years before ray visit to tliat country. Fontenoy went 
to Chanti Boon, accompanied by some brother Jesuits : he found 
the town some way iidaud from the banks of the river. It is 
now built almost over the water. The very climate and nature 
of the place seem to have changed, for he talLs of the country 
being flooded for half the year, whereas inundations are now of 
rare occuiTence ; in short, the only thing that seems to have kept 
pace with time are the raomiuitoes, of which I had amply 
disagreeable proof, and of which Fontenoy com 2 )lams most 
bitterly. 

“ Chanti Boon,” says the ssime author, “ is situated at the foot 
of one of that long range of mountains which separates the 
kingdom of Siam from that of Cambogia.” On the side on 
which the Jesuit party entered it was fortified by an old wooden 
fortress, more fit, observes Fontenoy, to serve as a protection 
from the invasion of wild beasts than to serve as a resistance 



1J4 


BESIDENCE IN SIAM. 


against the attack of organised troops. Now-a-days, it has 
become a quiet, tbrmng, populous mercantile town, every one 
in and about it wearing the i<x>k of afiluence and contentment; 
and such soidiew as reside in the district, or are in cantonment 
in town, make oftener use of tJieir arras in making those s&bs 
from which the gum called gamboge exudes than in injuring 
either friend or foe. The Jiatural barrier formed by the lofty 
range of nicitulahtu in the ijumediate vicinity of C'lianti lloon, is 
a safeguard against the pillaging altaeks of the Cochin Chinese, 
for which the Sianuise ought to be very tliankful ; for without 
tljis nothing but a l emnant of the l.arge revenue annually yielded 
would ever enter the ( iovernnicnt treasury. 

The neighbourhood of Chaiiti Boon abriumls with wild 
clopliauts, tigers, ehetaliH, iuid a vast variety of wild beasts, 
roiitilea, and insects ; of tlie two latter the imwt destructive 
being Ibe cobra de cJipella and the Imlian wliite ant, the 
former fatal to itiu life of ivian, the latte* to liis household 
goods and chattels. Tia .strange how the cobra de capella 
avails itself of the iinlustry of that most destructive of .all 
destructive creatures, the white ant. While aiits in hordes innu- 
iiicniblc, with amazing alacrity, souietimes in the course of a 
single night, raise up a fabric for their own habitations, and 
to serve ,aa warehouses for their whiter ))rovi8ion of food, often 
more tlnui two feet high and full twelve feet in diameter. 
These ant-hills are plerceil with an innnmurable number of 
holes, each hole leading to a difleixint department or suite of 
chambers. On first tiring Kiised. this mound of earth is of a 
veiy fragile nature, and easily demolislied ; hut a few days 
baking in the hot sun makes it become so liard and strong, 
as to be quite pi-oof against the heaviest .showers of rain, and to 
resist many a horil blow from a pickaxe. But before it assumes 
this consistence, the war}' cobra, who is on the look-out for nice 
airy apartments for his wife and expected fiimily, and is too 
indolent or unskilled to labour for himself, coolly takes pos< 
session of the ant-hill, and whilst it is in a yet mouldable 
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condition, cnrves out for himself a large space, in which he 
thenceforward takes tip his position. The moment this unwel- 
come intruder presents himseli^ the ants decamp, leaving him in 
undisturbed possession of their labours. Whenever a Hindoo or 
a native of Chanti Boon okserves one of these moulds erected 
in a place unpleasantly close to Ms own domicile, he carefully 
watches it till he can trace symptoms of the cobra having 
entered into possession, and then he iuid his neighbours instsmtly 
set to work to construct a stri>ug fence all round it, which is so 
thickly set with thorn bushes .os to render .all egress imjiossible. 
The snake has no chance of escaping v ithout being hitpided, 
and would consequently die of starv.atioii were it not for the 
super-stltious erecil of its iiicarcorators. nieso latter make it 
a religious point of duty to supply the venomous brute each 
morning with milk, and eggs, and other sunllar dainties ; and 
in the conrse of a week or ten days, the cobras, male ;uid female, 
become so aocustoiued to regular hours, that, punctual to the 
minute, they may be seen jweping out of their respective holes, 
in quiet expectation of their breakfast ; aud in a very short 
time they will, without evineuig any signs of fear, come forth 
and partake of the good tliing.s let down to them in tlio presence 
of ever so many s])ectators. So much for the belief in thn 
transmigration of souls — a creed highly beneficial to snakes and 
other nauseous reptiles, who, hut for this, as the population 
spread in the East, W'ould be in the eonrse of time utterly 
exterminate<l. Both Siamese and Indians have a strange notion 
with regard to snails ; they pretend to he Jihle to track a snake 
by them, “ for,” say they, “ they are the snakes’ wakr-carritns, 
and wherever you sec the track of a snail on the ground, be bum 
that a cobra is not far oiF.” 

Fonteucy,^in speaking of the ants that infest this part of Siam, 
says The ants, which in Europe construct their dwellings 
under the earth and retire to them during winter, make their 
nests and store their provisions in Siam at the tops of tlie trees, 
so as to preserve them from the inundations which cover 
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the eaitb duiing fire or six mouths of the year.” It 'was aa 
enrar to attribute to the floods this peculiarity iu the construe-* 
tion cS these ants’ nests. Tliere are many different qualities or 
sects of ants in India ; and the class here particularly referred 
to is to he found on the highest as ■well as lowest ground in 
India and Siam. The ant that inhabits trees is of a dirty red 
colour, and possessed of a wofhlly sharp sting, which makes the 
wound smart again, as I well know, to my cost, and leaves a 
white bump on the injured part, 'which smarta and itches alter- 
nately for several hours after the wound is inflicted. These ants 
are invariably found on mango and other fruit trees, and are 
most destructive enemies to the fruit ; their nests arc conveni- 
ently situated iu the brauches of the tree, and are composed of 
two large leaves stitched together in a very surprising manner. 
I have oftentimes mistaken tliese nests for those of that bcSiutifal 
little bird, the purple honeyaucker, anil had my thirst for birds- 
neathig severely cheeke:! aud punishwl by fhe fiery, venomous 
little occu])autB. All trees yielding gums are also a favourite 
resort of these red ants, and planters and gardeners are obliged to 
resort to ]*itch, ■which they lay thickly over the stem of valuable 
trees, to save the fniit aud gum from destruction. I cau easily 
understand that Fontenoy should attribute tbe habits of this 
little insect to -wonderful instinct ; for he sought in everything 
he did or saw, to render praise to the Creator of the TTniverae ; 
at least, I am led to suppose so from tbe following passages 
that occur iu his travels, when, after undergoing every imagin- 
able privation aud ill, he was compelled to travel barefooted over 
brambles and thoi-us, on his way from Chanti Boon to a village 
near Bangkok. "11 falloit,” he exclaims, “marcher par les bois 
oh les occasions de souffrir ne nous manquhrent pas. Mats noa^ 
apprtmes en mime-tem gue ee n'eat pas une chose Hen difficile 
dlaUerpieda nude parmi les eaUloux, quand on sc propose la gloirt 
de Dim dans ce genre ds vie” 

We visited tbe warehouse, where we found men, -women, and 
Children bard at work, picking, sorting, and packing cardamums ; 
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o&sn^ veig^g tbe ivor; and gamboge, and a 

oarrying dovn what was ready for shipment to the boats, and tho 
whole presented a busy and pleasing tableau that one could 
hardly hope to see in so outlandish a place as Chanti Boon. 

About three days before the Sir Walter Scott had finished 
loading the produce of Chanti Boon, at Lemsing, for Bangkok, the 
Siamese firigate, Victory, called in to see how affairs were 
getting on, and to get water and provisions on board ; her ulti- 
mate destination was Tringano, the chief town of a province of 
that name, situated on the east coast of the Malayan Peninsula, 
in about 5" 20' North (almost in a ]>ara]lel with the Island of 
Penang), and 103° 00' East. This proviu<-e had long been tribu- 
tary to Siam, and the Victory was about to proceed there to 
collect tlie annual taxes, but it was Captain S.’b intention to 
visit and explore several of the islands and harbours on the 
west coast of the Gulf before proceeding to Tringano ; and as he 
knew that I was very partial to sketching, after my own uncouth 
fashion, he kindly offered me a pass.’ige on board of his vessel, 
which offer I gladly availed myself of. We accordingly sailed 
from Lemsing, and steered a direct course across the gulf towards 
Pulo Bardia aud Cbmiipou, in the province of Champon. I 
should have been sorry, indeed, to have found myself in the 
vicinity of tiiese places in auythiug but a well-armed and ad- 
mirably disciplined mau-of-war — both of which was the case with 
the Victory — ^which, from being the crack ship in the ISiamese 
service, had a crew of picked and chosen men and ofiicerB, and 
everything on board, ftrom the guns to the marline spikes, were 
the best of their sort procurable. The Siamese Gulf is at all 
times a turholeut one : I never made a trip of a week’s duration 
without encountering violent squalls, if not a gale. On our 
passage to Pulo Bardia, just as we had got about half way 
across the gulf, we were taken aback one morning by one of 
those violent whirlwind squalls, known in India by the significant 
name of “fiskatk," which means in our vernacular his satanic 
majesty. Luc^, indeed, it is that they are so swift upon the 
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wing, that you are hardly aware of their presence before titsy 
have passed on miles away ; it is but the work of a minute, but 
during that minute the confusion and mischief that ensue are 
almost incredible. There were we, for instance, gliding peacefully 
through the water, the waves as calm and contented as our own 
oousoieuces, fur we had just come up from a very excellent 
breakfast. The man at Ihe wheel was indolently looking up at 
the main n>yal haulyards, on which a coaple of Java sparrows 
were* cndesvoiiriug to gain a foutiug. The ciiptain walked the 
poop in the quiet eiijuy'uieiit of his after-hreokfasi cigar. I was 
sitting under the i*o(ijvawning trying to sketch off the old 
Chinese carpenter, whilst that iuoifensive and unconscious 
individual, lo.st in conti'uqdatiuu .and the huge brim of a large 
straw luit, was leaning over tho starboard bulwark gazing in- 
tently into the sea. Tlie serang w.»8 busy forward instructing 
the younger htiii<is in the ait of splicing and reeving. The 
tindal avas trying t" eateh fish - owor two euou avere up aloft 
gi'easiiig tho miisl > anil 'arrbig the rigging. Tho black cook, in 
the blacker-loi iking galley, was turning Avhite like iron from 
heat, and fanning luuisell’wini tlie wing of a chicken th.it be had 
jtist slaughtered. The officer of the watch was out on the bow- 
sprit ; wid a couple of pigs tliat were permitted to iiin about 
the decks had found a nice cool licrih under the shady side of the 
galley. As for the poultry in the long boat, they were perfectly 
overcome by the heat, and no sound issued from their retreat, 
sjive the oocasiomil squeak of sonic unlucky chicken that had 
foolislily trusted itself within rea<'h of the beak of a spiteful hen. 
Jacko was scaled in the stem sheets, busily occupied in pulling 
to pieces ihe rim of au old straw hat, and a veteran old cock that 
lutd escaped from his prUuu in a Iieucoop, was quietly perched 
on one leg on the side of tlie lung boat, uodiling drowsily. This 
was the quiet state of affiiirs on the morning in question, when 
without the slightest warning, there burst upon the ship a 
terrific whirlwind. The Chinaman was the first to feelit.' 1 
saw him turn as pale as a ghost, and at that instant his hat went 
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ffyiug merrily over the aide. Ihere waa a noiao auch aa never 
waa heard even in Noah’s ark— wind howUng, sails flapping, 
span eracking, blocks falling, men shontiug, pigs squealing, 
fowls cackling, Jacko screaming — a confused uproar of sounds, 
and every body holding on tight to something or other, under 
the finu persuasion that that alone could save them. A minute 
and half a minute audit was all over — all three top-gallant masts 
sprung — ^flying jibboom in the water, jib in tatters — ^mainsail 
split— three topsails in same lamentable condition — cook under 
galley-fire — Chinaman stranded on a cable — tlie old cock over- 
board— and self under poop-awning, holding on to the broom, 
which, in the hurry of the moment, 1 had fondl}' imagined to he 
tlie strong brass railing of the poop. It was some few minutes 
before we knew exactly whether we were standing on our heads 
or our hoela ; but when we did recover our senses, so ludicrous 
was Ihe position iu which each one found himself, and saw his 
neighbour, that it waa impossible to resist a simultaneous roar 
of laughter. Thu damages wore soon repaired, for spare spars 
and sails were not Avanting on board the Yictory; and three 
days after this accident, we camo to an anchor between Pulo 
Bardia and Champon in seven and a half fathoms clear water, 
with a fine clay bottom. 

On the west side of Pulo Bardia, and just opposite to the town 
of Cbam]jon, is situated a large and thriving village, the inhabi- 
tants of which we found to be a civil, obliging, and industrious 
people. Their fariu-yaisls were well stocked with jugs, ixjultry, 
goats, and even a few cows, We never wanted for firesh eggs, or 
milk, or butter during our slay. The men were better-looking 
than the general run of Malays, and some of the women and girls 
were really remarkably handsome, possessing not the slightest 
cast of a Malay profile, and with figures that were most unex- 
ceptionable; but this, 1 imagine, arises from the natives of 
Champon having intermarried with Tenessareue men and 
women ; many of the latter are descended from Indian castes, 
such as Gentoos, &c., and the Gentoos, though dark, have, with 



130 


SE8IDESCB IK 6IAK. 


veiy £bt exoeptioiu, liandgome and regular features and fine 
oommanding figures In Bardia, y/e found vegetables ptentifnl 
and dteap , flowers grew wild and abundant, and I seldom saw a 
more beautiful collection of birds, butterflies, and moths than 
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those tliat we collected at Baidia Champon is situated about 
seven miles up the iiver Tijuiig We visited the town two or 
thiu. timts, and purihaseU of the natives a vast vanety of skms, 
some of uhieh were raie and handsome, espemally those of the 
squirrel tube I imagine that the Tayung rivei might easily be 
leudered navigable for vessels of a moderate tonnage right up to 
Rmdony on the West Coast , and if this could be accomplished 
it would cut off a great circuit for vessels bound from China to 
Calcutta and Madras. 
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Wi lemaJned a fortmght at Fulo Bardia, and Uiea coasted 
tovards Triogano, passing Sancori and Camom point, and, 
the wind proving fair, we went right through the^ Channel, 
between Ligor and the Island of Tantalem, in some parts 
rather dangerous navigation, owing to sunken rocks ; but our 
Bcranj had often been through before in smaller craft, and he 
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undertook to pilot the vessel. The scenery on both sides was 
very grand On the old Ligor coast the bold lofty range of 
mountains contrasted finely with the low nch fertile ground of 
Tantalem . then there was a fine creek or nver off Talung ; and 
about four in the evening we hove-to, off Sangora, which town, 
much to the terror of the inhabitants, we saluted with twenty- 
one guns. The roar of the cannon was echoed and re-echoed in 
every direction. No sooner had the last sound died away in the 
distance, than the old Bajah put oS m his state barge and came 
alangside to inquire into the cause of the hubbub, and his alarm 
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was chaugfml into great joy and gratification when Captain S. 
informed him that the salute was intended for himself (the 
Itajah). He presHeil us very mucli to land, but the wind was 
too favourable to lose, so simply begging of him to forward our 
letters that wo entrusti-d to his care, overland to Queda and 
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Penang, we briwed up again to the In-ee/.e, and, rounding the 
Cape, opposite to [.an Sun, slood out for Pulo Lozin, so as to 
have a fair ofinig io dia-.e u- o'l Cape I’atani. The Victoiy 
sailed like a w iteh on a w lud. and we laid a fine stiff breeze that 
night that made her dauec agaui over the water. She completely 
ran away with us, :uid the moruiug watch immediately alter 
Wing e.illcsl gave the alarm, much to the captain's astonishment, 
of limd on the larboard bow. According to his I’eckoiiiiig we 
slionJd have sighted the bland at daybreak, instead of which, 
when day broke, there was Pulo Lozin tar away on our stem, 
being perfectly satisfied on this jwint, the vessel was eased off 
gradually till the wind was right astern, and then, with studding 
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Ai Ills were t ik( n JD iiid utful, till wi wiie redutcd to two (lofec 
rceft-d topsails The sLip rolli d inylitily tliiou^h the h< avy 
tempestuous billows at uo m wc sighted tlie Gnat i tod mg , at 
halt-pust three we entered tin CTuumel, still i oiling heavily, 
and at six in the evening we tame to an anchor, under the lee 
of a small island oil the coast of Tnngano Next morning the 
weiUier was ealm, and we pinceeded on to the town, a distauee 
of about twentj-five miles from our anchorage Wt arrived at 
noon, and mueh to my dis ippomtmeut I found on lauding that 
the Rajah had prepoied the tithes, presents, die, agamst our 
armal, so that we had nothmg to detain us but to get a few 
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proTifiions and some water on board. We had a ramble over the 
town; it was neatly enough constructed, and the environs 
abounded with beautiful fruit gardens. Tlie natives, both men 
and women, were handsome and robust, and seemed very happy 
and contetited. We dined at the Bajah’s that evening, and 
visited thelong store-liuu.<ie built for the warehousing of all export 
and import gooils. It belongs to the Bajah, who is the sole 
merchant in that province, and who monojwliseB all the trade. 
There was n strange variety of commodities in this store-house, 
and jimongat other things a surprising quantity of Chinese toys, 
which the itajah informtd us wore the most saleable articles of 
the import tnide. Ohl boys of four-score delighted in watching 
the inovemeiits of a little wirriage that ran upon springs on being 
wound up like a ivatch. That night we sailed again on our 
return to Siam, and in due course anchored off the prince’s 
palace at Bangkok. 
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K PTEE the exorbitant expenditure 

gone to by the Siamese govern- 
ment iu the case related in a 
previous chapter, namely, an re- 
gards the 8ui»])ort of the two 
Siamese white clejfhaiits, another 
proof of their {wssessing more 
riches than brains is clearly 
seen in the annual festival 
called the festival of the “Petn* 
vhich is at Bangkok kept up with 
t magnificence and 82)leudour. Tins 
i lesuvai IS neld in commemoration of the day 
on which, according to Siamese tradition, silver 
and precious metals were fii-st discovered to be contained in the 
mines in the interior of the Siamese dominions ; and the story 
linked with this tradition has at least the merit of being 
purely oriental fairy legendary lore. As some of my fair readers 
may perhaps be demons of hearing this romantic legend as it 




was related to me, so shall I describe it. But, alas I the 
emphasis and the gestures made use of by the original story- 
teller, cannot be imitated by my feeble pen. * 



186 


RESIDENCE IK 6IA». 


THE LEGEND OP THE “ KING’S DAUGHTER.’ 


Many, many years ago, -when the .sun was much nearer the 
earth than it now is, and when their Celestial Majesties, the 
Kings or Emperors of China or Shim, were wont to hold daily 
intercourse witli old Sol, their elilcr brother, and consult him in 
all cases of difficidty and danger, employing his numerous 
reliime the stara, and even in cases of emergency those more 
distinguislicd odicers, the planets, as emissaries of peace or 
warfan), tliei-e dwelt at Yuthi.a. the then capital of the Siamese 
floiuuiions, a very aged niouandi, who, after having reigned with 
a jwaccfii] .sway over hi.s siibjcct.s for a period of nearly two 
centuries, tired of the cares and tmublos attendant upon the 
regal state, had abdic.sted the throne in favour of his only son, 
a mild youth, of not more than one hnudred and sixty or seventy 
years old. Old tigc was, at tli.it period, a thihg almost unheard 
of in these favoured regions, befois' a t]iou.sand or fifteen hun- 
dred yeaisi Inul eiapswl, sueh was the wamith, .and strength, iuid 
life ini]>art<'d by the close proximity of kind old Sul, w)m never 
thought of turning in of a night, lest jan-ohance some evil might 
befall his cherished brethren and their subjects. This having 
been the very brilliant state of affairs, the services of the Stars 
were of course at .a low valuation ; .and they, vexed to find 
their brilliancy thus totally cclijised, formed the wicked reso- 
lution of revolting against their lawful sovereign and liege 
master ; and, aceoi-dingly, insUoul of going to sleep during the 
twelve hours vulgarly termed day, they unanimously and secretly 
agreed to watch old Sol’s movementa, and only to make sham to 
sleep. “ Por,” quoth they, “ this nsed not to lie our sovereign’s 
wont of old ; ho loved his couch as much as we do ours, and 
there certainly must be Some very strong .attraction to draw him 


so close to this vile ^empire, Elarth, quitting those loftier hemi- 
spheres ^hore he breathed the fresh, untainted air of heaven.” 
Having closed this compact, the naughty little stars, in lieu of 
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going to sleep like good little constellationB, only pretended to 
snooze, and kept blinking their bright little inquisitive eyes, drat 
At one another, and then at their master the Suii, who, quite 
unconsoiouB of the horrid snare laid to watch him, aud'imaginlng 
hia retinue all asleep, grew brighter, and brighter, and brighter, 
as the itour approached inid'iiay, and a perpetual benign smile 
dwelt npon liis jolly, big round face. 

biow, it so happened, that the old monarch before alluded to, 
who dwelt in quiet and peaceable retirement, j^ssesMod one only 
daughter, whose name was, being iub-rpreted, “ The liosy Mom." 
Rosy Mom was as )>eautiful as her name you may perceive, 
indicates ; she was the only comfort and solace of her poor, aged 
father, and bc'sides himself and her own lamilr, none had ever 
set eyes upon her lovely face ; Imautiful and good, chaste and 
simple, her solo amusements and pastimes consisted in lulling her 
aged parent to rest hy the music of her sweet voice, and while lie 
slumbered, sauntering amongst unfrequented woods and dells, 
making the hills echo again to her meiiy notes, and cnlliiig 
the sweet wild flowers of the forest, to make wreaths with which 
she decorated her lovely brow. Tliero was a purling brook that 
murmured gently by the inouiitain side, aml-iu a cavern, shaded 
from the mid-day heat, “ Rosy Mom” was wont each day to rest 
awhile, bathing hei' weary little feet in the cool oiystal waters as 
she crossed. Here, in deep solitude, would she watch the gambols 
of the sportive .squirrels, or, listening to the gentle murmuring of 
the zephyr as it rustled through the topmost boughs of the 
banian tree, fall into soft sleep, and dream of bright birds and 
flowers beyond conception sweet. But, alas for her peace ot 
mind ! and lUas for her pure and guileless heart ! it chanced one 
day that in her usual rambles, a gorgeous butterfly, more, 
glorious than any she had heretofore seen, flew past her path 
and lighted on a neighbouring flower. In siKirtive chase of tliat 
deceptive moth, she sped from flower to flower, from myrtle bush 
to wild jessamine bower. ’Twas vain ! The moth at length 
took lofty flight, and flitting high up in the air, she strove to 
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watch it still, till Sol's bright chariot coming over the shady hiU, 
dazzled her eyes so much, that she was forced to relinquish all 
hopes of capturing the errant moth, and so, disconsolate, and 
with her small feet acliiug, she retraced* her steps, and sought 
her loved retreat, there, in the sleep of innocence, to forget her 
woe, Arriving at the favourite brook, she stooped to quench her 
thirst from its refreshing waters ; and the day was so hot, and 
she so much fatigued, that the idea occurred to “ Bosy Morn” of 
bathing in that limpid stream. Now she floated merrily down 
with the ripples, now struggled against their tiny effoits ; and, 
finally, very much refreshed and delighted with the experiment, 
and vowing to repeat it again on the morrow, she sought refuge 
in the cavern (haviug, 0 / course, re-dremd hersdf) and there fell 
fust asleep. 

Now, it so hapjiened, that whilst all this wa.s occurring, old 
Sol, who was wide awake, and on the look-out from his chariot 
at the very ideutical iiK'mcnt that “ Rosy Mimi” was gazing up 
after the butterfly, caught a glimpse of her incomparably diarm- 
ing face, and, !W is often the eiisa even iiow-a-days, fell despe- 
rately in love at first sight, and instantly (?}iauging tlie course ol 
his chariot, drove at a furious rate down towards the earth. So 
skilfully managed were the reins, and so fleet the coursers, that 
they arrived just iu lime to jienuitof Sol’s enjoying a prospect of 
“Eosy Mom’s” gambols in the water. If at a distance he had 
been struck with her chariu.s, on a nearer view he nearly went 
frantic with love ; and, no senmur had “ Rosy Morn” retired to 
her couch in tlie cavern, Ilian, like an impudent fellow, he must 
follow too. Sol, it would appear, was an accomplished lover ; 
he claimed coimcctiou with “liosy Morn's ” lather, and her uncle 
and the whole of the family connections ; and, in short, con- 
ducted himself in so ingenious and fascinating a way, that he 
gained complete possession of }K)or Bosy's heart, and they there 
and then exchanged vows of eternal fidelity. Hie courtahip was 
of rather long duration, somewhere about two thousand years. 
But what is that to the gods 1 Sol kept everybody alive with, 



t,E«aiKO OS' B08T UOHN. 


his warm good-natnre and perpetual mirth ; and regularly, at 
the hour of noon, he and "BosjMom” met at the appointed 
rendezrouB. , 

Matters were in thiMtate when the stars got an inkling of the 
real state of ai&irs, and, as 1 said before, kept watch over the 
knight errant’s proceeding. Just as the hour of noon approached, 
they saw “Eosy Mum ” approach, and they saw her meeting with 
Old Sol, and watched them both go into the cavern together, 
and then, while the unsuspicious lovers were fondly conversing, 
the stare drove off the chariot that had carried Old Sol, and 
the horses, taking fright, set off at full speed, and ran home 
again. Ilaviiig thus cut off all retreat, the star.s raised a simul* 
taneous shout, proclaiming the sin their sovereign was con- 
victed of ; disclaiming him as their lawful master, and declaring 
a republic amongst themselves. Poor Old Sol trembling and 
convicted, shed tears of pure gold, and the mountains taking 
pity upon him opened a cavern, by which he might reach his 
home in safety, and told him that he might drive through there 
every day for safety’s sake. Sol shed abumiant teare of gold 
and wept at intervals as be went along ; these spots where he 
wept are now the gold mines of Suim. It took Sol twelve hours 
to regain his home, and then he drove out as usual, passing 
through this cavern on his way home every night ; and they say 
that, for a fortnight in every mouth, ho picks up his bride, 
“ Eosy Morn,” at the mouth of the cavern, and takes her home 
with him. As for “Eosy Morn,” shewandereddisconsolate through 
many caverns and mountains also, and her tears, Hewing abun- 
dantly, were all tears of silver : these spots are now the silver 
mines of Siam. At length a compact was closed between the 
republican stars and Old Sol, to the end that, for cue-half of the 
month, they should be allowed to gaze upon her lovely face, and 
that she was to live with Old Sol the other half ; but it was dis- 
tinctly stipulated that Old Sol should never dare to kiss “ Eosy 
Morn,” or, as she is now called thd Moon, before public gaze. 
'This stipalation.is, however, occamonally broken when an edipse 

E 
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solar or lunar takes place ; and then, on such occaaiem, tits 
Siamese tura out en nmae, and shout and fire guns, and heat 
gongs to 'wam. both parties of the improprietj of such proceedings, 
and tho vaming generally has its due eftbt in the course of two 
or thi*ec hours— such time being requisite to elapse before the 
varuing sound could travel such a great distance from earth. 

Such, gentle rea<ler, is the fable of the festival of the peace- 
offering, and the sjsjt where it is celebrated is, by the Siamese, 
believed to be the very identical cave where “ Rosy Mom ’’ and 
Old Sol were wont to plight their faith, and vow vows of eternal 
love. 

To this cavern an annual pilgrimage is made by all the Tnalc 
inhabitants of Bangkok and the surrounding villages — each mini 
carrying with him, according to his means and position in life, an 
offering in the sliaiio of pieces of money, in gold and silver, 
which votive offering is, after a form of prsyer repeated by the 
attendant priests, cast into .an iiupenctral>le*pit at tbe;4Strther 
end of the cavern. The prcKtession usually starts from Bangkok 
by water, and landing at Yuthi<%, or Juthia, the ancient capital, 
proceeds on foot through a well-beaten pathway to the mucli- 
revered spot, wliiob is not many miles distant from the place of 
debarkation. 

We accomjianied this procession in the year 1840, having 
been penuitted to do so under the kind auspices and 

patronage of Mr. H , who ]>osses8ed Bufiicient iufiuence 

at oouit to ])rocure us this privilege — a boon seldom accorded 
to any profesdng n. creod differing from that of the Siamese 
themselves. At daybreak on tiie ajipoiuted day, canoes 
were seen gliding rapidly from every part of the river towards 

the mosque of the White Hilephant. II , myself, and two or 

three others, masters of different vessels, had been astir since 
four o’clock, nearly .an linur aud a half before the first tint of 
dawn made its appearance in the rosy east. We made good use 
of our leisure time in disposing of a goodly quantity of viands 
and other substantials for breakfast, knowing full well that as 
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His Hsjesty himself was to head tiie procession, we ^onld 1)e 
denied anjthing in the shape of a breakfast before that mighty 
potentate had satiated Lis appetite, an. event not likely to occur 
before midday at the Arliest, and one which would have consi- 
derably damped our having any pleasurable participation in the 
novelties of the scene we were about to witness. We had just 
finished smoking our first cigar as the dawn appeared, and the 
spectacle of many canoes presented itself. “Come along!” 

cried old H ; “we must be off early, or else the river will 

be completely blockaded.” Willingly obeying this summons, we 
were marshalled down to the water-side, and there found one of 
the Prince’s state-t^anoes ready in attendance for us. It was at 
all times a handsome boat, hut on this particular occasion was 
very beautifully and tastefiilly arranged ; garlands of flowers 
were hanging in festoons all round her sides, the men that 
paddled were very smartly dressed, and the cushions on which 
we sat were composed of crimson velvet, inwrought with gold 
tissue flowers. She had twenty paddles, besides the one used by 
the steersman, and with all these at work (the tide serving at 
the time) tho canoe shut through the water like a meteor. We 
were soon at the ])oiiit of rendezvous, and had scarce been there 
five minutes before a universal crouching of the multitude 
assembled in the endless canoes, the sounding of gongs and 
blowing of trumpets proclaimed the approach of no less a 
personage than His Majesty the king himself, Though obliged 
to bow down my head like the herd in general, I caught a 
glimpse of His Majesty tlirough my fingers, as the fat old fellow 
came rolling down, supported on either side by cringing cour- 
tiera, puffing and blowing like a grampus. The exeitiou was 
evidently a great one for him, and one to which he was but little 
accustomed ; as, though the distance was not many hundred 
yards, he was compelled more than once to call a halt. At last 
the fat king was seated, and the procession formed in regular 
order ; the canoes of the ministers of state following next to the 
roytd fanuly, and the others following in like order, according to 
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the rank of their different proprietors. Mr, H— - being a peer 
of the realm, we were stationed somewhere about the third 
range of canoes from the royal &mlly, the average number of 
canoes in a line being from five to eight. I was surprised to see 
such beautiful regularity and discipline as was kept up in the 
lines of march, es 2 )ecially as the current was sweeping us rapidly 
towards the points in the many different tnmiugs of the river. 
When morning fairly broke, my delight was indeed great to 
witness so inagiuficeiit a si>eetae1e. Upwards of seventy thou- 
sand canoes, all more or leas brilliantly painted, with gay 
streamers of every colour in the rainbow, floating from little tiny 
masts sturk u^i in the prow and in the stem ; people dressed 
in a great variety of eolonrod stuffs, and the soft bands of 
Siamese music flo.ating gently o’er the water. The voice of 
melody wa.s p^rfectioi. itself, f hough no distinct chords or airs 
could be traced. They had more (tie effect of several .^olian 
harps, nigliiug to tbc m vniug /.q>hyr The ihstmiuon^^used in 
these bauds were a of jtandcau pi[M‘s they rouskted of 

several hollow reeds |i.a»sod through a hollow block of wood 
hennetically sealed on all sides, save the orifice left to blow 
into, A little hole in ujich reed, some four or five inches above 
the mouth-pioev, servcil as notes, and the performer played with 
both hands, keeiiing all the keys closed cxceirt the note he 
wished to sound, which note had a responding chord on the 
opjiosite side. Tlu iulonatiou is really beautiful, and I have 
little doubt that under skilful hands, tiiit, instrauieut could be 
brought to iHirfcctiiii',. 

Though no Oiio wa> < \pccted, or rather dared, to break his 
fast before the })eriiiisriou of the king had been obtained to this 
effect, we took the liberty of smoking cigars en route, as did 
every single soul in tliis armament of boats. His Majesty, I 
believe, excepted. Talk about the Turks being great smokers ! 
why the Siamese beat them all to nothing. I have often seen a 
child only just able to toddle about, and certainly not more than 
two years of age, quit its mother’s breast to go and get a whiff 
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from papa's cigaret, or, as thej are here termed, &or««— mgarets 
mnA« of the dried leaf of the plantain-tjree, inside of which the 
tobacco is rolled up. 

So we smoked and puffed, and the men puffed and paddled ; 
and as we adTanced, fresh landscapes were alwaj^ inviting our 
attention: one moment it was a rich sugar-cane plantation 

which H envied, and wished he possessed, to convert into 

sugar ; the next, it was a thickset mango tope, amongst whose 
branches / longed to be, envying the squiirels the felonies they 
were committing amongst the ripe and luscious fruit ; a third, 
and we came upon a paddy-field, or rice-plantation, and then it 
was the Siamese boatmen’s turn to be envious, and to lam up 
their eyes despairingly, as they knew that the hour for boiled rice 
and stewed fish was, ahis ! not arrived by a long way, and their 
bowels yearned towards Hiis field and its productions. At 
length, after three hours' incessant paddling, the tide having 
favoured us all t)ie way, we sighted the ruins of the city of 
Yuthia. The first thing that turned out to greet us was a 
crocodile, and a few minutes afterwards another, perhaps his 
mate ; then we met a whole host of crows and a vulture ; lastly, 
we arrived at the city itself^ and having landed, found it to con- 
sist of — six fishermen’s huts and a betel-nut vendor’s stall! 
And yet, not more than twenty-five years before the date of my 
visit, it had been more densely populated than Bangkok. The 
twenty or twenty-five miserable inhabitants were all prostrate 
before their little city, waiting till the whole corti^e should pass 
before they joined in the procession, as the inhabitants of 
Bangkok are tbe cockneys of Siam, and claim precedence 
wherever they go. A magnificent litter had been prepared for 
the king, and seated in this, he was carried on the shoulders of 
eight of his most faitliful subjects. The bearers were being 
relieved continually ; whether from tbe ardent desire of all to 
share in the honour of carrying so illustrious an indivldnal, or 
from other motives, I am unable to say ; I rather think, though, 
that they found their burthen so excessively heavy, that they 
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were «ompe11ed to oell in assistance after a very short trial. 4 
bond of pestiferous-looking priests, clad in jdagoe-signal clotll, 
led the van, the chief of whom carried the Siamese natioiud 
banner, to wit, a red dag with a white elephant in the centre. 
The first mile of ground led through pBddj'4elds abounding 
'O^ith crows and vultures, things so common in Siam as to render 
oxir march most unexciting, the only excitement wtertained 
being that of alarm and fear lest, in the thick grass and weeds 
through which we were passing, we should inadvertently set foot 
upon a snake — a by no means agreeable species of sensation, when 
yon are labouriug under the conviction of having come out in 
piunps and stockings for the occasion, and that the fitngs of a 
viper would easily penetrate far more resistible articles. Our 
only consolation was, that the juiests aud tliose in advance of us 
were going ever exactly the same grduud as ourselves, and were 
therefore more liable to fall in the I'ombat. I admit this was 
not a very chariuble thought, but it is linked with human 
nature, aud mmst ije excusable. As results proved, however,, we 
got through this plaiv scot free ; nor snake nor serj^ent tuned 
up to opiKise our path, or at least if they did they must have 
liad an eifectual quietus iu the heels of the shoes of the many- 
heoded. Emerging from this paddy-field, we entered upon a 
sloping ground, which led us iuto the very heart of a tliickly-set 
toddy tope, or plantation of cocoa-nut ti-ees. High up, and 
seated amongst the lofty biunehcs of those, were a legion of 
monkeys, all chattering and grinning aud pouting iit each other 
in a most ludicrtius and inquisitive manner ; they were evidently 
anxious to ascertain wluit Ure whole of these proceedings meant, 
and why there should Ije sucJi a sudden UTuption of people 
upon their heretofore little-frequented territory. Knowing the 
vicious propensities of these creatures, I was chuckling to 
myself in tlie diabolical ex|iectation that one of them might be 
induced to drop a firiendly cocoa-nut upon the bald pate of his 
Celestial Majesty j but they were evidently Siamese monkeys to 
the backbone, and dared not insult their imperial master. 
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Pos^Uy tliey thought that in reward for such an action, h« 
might cause their favourite haunts and trees to be cut down 
w burnt up with fire. Through this place we .also passed 
unscaUied, and then we entered into a regular jungle, a place 
meet for tigera and chetohs, with grass growing taller than anj 
man, and boughs of trees so impenetrably knit together, that 
ages and ages must have passed since the sun ever shone on that 
dark decomposed earth. 

The jungle was not, however, very broad in this part, and 
after about twenty minutes walking we came out into the 
morning sunlight again, delighted once more to inhale the 
fresh pure air of heaven. There stood before us the miraculous 
hill, or rather T should call it, momul, for it was little better 
than one of those tumuli so often met witli in Byria. In the 
centre there was a cavern, and close by it flowed a little brook, 
so shallow that you could hardly sink a mouse in it. Tliought I 
to myself, things must have sadly degenerated since the days of 
the famed Siamese Legion, in every respect ; for not only are the 
lives of men sadly curtailed, but mountains have become almost 
ant-hills, and brooks that floated young ladies, ttimed into 
streamlets that any strong-minded ant could swim across at a 
start. Such, however, was the case, and now the ceremony of 
the peace-offering commenceil. First the king actually conde- 
scended to bathe his own feet in a little stream of water, and then 
he reverently approached the cavern, and, crouching as he entered, 
he went up to the fuitUer end, and through a large orifice in the 
earth, somewhat resembling a well, and about four feet in 
diameter {as 1 afterwards ascertained), let drop his piece of gold, 
and then, backing out in the some way as he had entered, 
remounted his litter, and was forthwith conveyed to a spot some 
two hundred yards off, where his liege subjects had prepared his 
royal breakfast The moment the king was seated on the 
cushions and carpets spread out, some attendant imps entirely 
concealed him from view with a curiously wrought circular 
screen, and so there was an end to my hopes of getting a sight^ 
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of this grampoB at meale. The concourse now thronged by 
dozens to the votive shrine ; but though we arrived there by 
deven o’clock in the morning the throng never ceased pressing 
towards the caravan till sunset, and then not one-third the 
number had accomplished their 't’ows. Thus it would occupy 
three good days ere the ceremony could be completed, tlie interval 
being employed by the natives ip eating and sleeping throughout 
the day (except sucli as were actively engaged in the ceremony), 
and kuejung watcli throughout the night against the encroach- 
ment of reptiles and wild beasts, by keeping large bonfires 
continually lit, which served also in some measure to check the 
mosquitoes in the murderous nightly onslaught they mode, with 
a perfect whirlwind of buzzing. The old king absolutely remaiued 
throughout the whole time, but then his comforts had been 
amply provided, and witli the exception perhaps of the absence 
of a few of his favourite I>ulciueaa. slept d la tampagne as well 
as he did in his luaSeive pahuf. * 

Now 1 and the otliers tliat iifcomjiuuied Mr. H had by no 

means bargained for sueb a treat as this ; sleep was to bur eyes 
precious, and breakfasts, dinners, and suppers goodly, so we were 
sadly amazed and puzzled to find ourselves in this dilemma, 

Old Mr. H , however, after having had his joke out with us, 

gave us to understand, to our rapturous delight, that he had 
taken due precaution to provide against all apfiareut evils, telling 
us that if we would have the goodness to follow him along the 
banks of the little rivulet, twenty minutes' walk would bring us 
to a village whera the necessaiy preparations had been made 
many da^n previous. Our spirits were amazingly revived at 
this intelligence, and hopping off the ground upon which we were 
seated tailor fashion, we walked briskly onwards, quickening 
our paces as darkness now gathered in around us, lest a stray 
tiger should take it into his head to place an obstacle in our 
onward way. With the exception of one alarm, and that wu from 
a poor cow that was browsing quietly in a little yam field, and 
which a Portuguese captain of our company, in his excessive 
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anxiety and fear, magnified into an elephant, we encountered 
no let or hindranee, and aoon after nightfall reached the village 
where the welcome tone of the well-known voices of one of 
Mr. A ’s aervauts, aasured ua that all was sunny and com- 

fortable, and the result proved his words to be truth itself. 

'the village at which we had slept consUted of upwards of 
thirty houses or same, built aftei* the Malayan custom, that is 
to say, they were raised high up in the air to prevent the 
intrusion of reptiles or beasts of prey, and were accessible only 
by means of a ladder, which ladder was iiauled up and stowed 
in one side of the cabin so soon as the family were about tb 
retire for the night. In the immediate space between the 
cabin and tiie ground, rough bamboos were lashed cross-ways 
from the poles that supported the house, and at a height &om 
the ground that would preclude the possibility of any jackal 
or other wild animal committing depredations amongst the 
poultry, and these served for the fowls to roost upon during 
the night. I'he pigs, ducks, &c., were well secured in separate 
buildings, and though marauders from the jungle made nightly 
efforts to force .-m entrance into these places, they were so well 
and strongly secured that they never succeeded. Each house 
had a considerable portion of ground attached to it, which was 
principally cultivated with yams and the sweet potato, beaus 
and radishes being occasionally interspersed ; the banana or 
plantain tree here grew very luxui'iantly, and ever and anon a 
lofty palm or cocoa-nut tree would rear itself proudly above its 
dwarfish neighbours. A little tributary streum of the Menam 
ran right through the centre of the village, and in the monsoons, 
when the fall of rain was often excessively heavy, the natives 
informed us that this stream assumed the strength and fom of 
a perfect torrent, often flooding the surrounding country for 
many hundred yards on either bank. This also was another 
motive for inducing them to build their bouses on the top of 
platformB supported by lofty poles. During the two nights that 
we slept at this village there was scarcely a male inhabitajit 
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present^ all Ibeing absent at the sacared cavern ; the ladies^ how* 
ever, were very obliging and communicative, and gave us a great 
deal of information intermixed with tales of a marvellons and 
dubious character. Small fish were very abundant in this little 
tributary stream, and we had no small sport in endeavouring to 
secure some of them for our lanch«>n on our way back to the 
scene of the festival the next day. The heat was excessive, 
although only nine o'clock a.m., and walking did anything but 
improve this state of affairs. The cool rippling of the water 
looked BO inviting that we could not resist the temptation of 
bathing, the water was unfortunately very shallow, yet by 
remaining in a sitting {XMtnre we secured our shoulders from 
being blistered by the sun, whose hot rays, however, struck 
fiercely on our heads ; to remedy this evil we bad recourse to 
our large silk pocket-handkerchiefs which we saturated with 
water, and then tied round our heads, keeping them damp by 
occasionally dipping our heads under water? This completely 
secured us from .all fears of a mq> de edeil, and the enjoyment 
of those few hours spent in that stream will not easily be forgotten 
by those that remain of the party. The water was as clear as 
a mirror, and the fine sand at the bottom finer than the finest 
Brussels cai-pet ; shoals of tiny little fish were darting about in 
every direction, and ludicrous were the attempts made by us to 
catch them with our hands, the chase generally terminating in a 
somersault In the water. One of Mr. ll.’s Siamese servants, 
a very 'cute lad, aud skilful in the ait of fishing in particular, 
suggested to us a plan, which we immediately adopted, and which 
proved successful even beyond our most saugume expectations ; 
by means of a mometty or hatchet, which he ran and borrowed 
from a husbandman who was tilling a piece of ground not many 
hundred yards off, this fellow dug in a very few minutes a 
reservoir about two feet distant from the banks of the stream, 
and about eighteen inches deeper than the deepest part of 
the stream itself. Having completed this he lopped a 
goodly-sized bamboo from off one of the many bamboo bushes 
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that Ten growing nigli at bwd ; enttmg off the j(«nta of this 
he obtained a hollow piece, which fomed a pipe of nearly a 
yard in lemgth ; and now commenced the real labour of his 
work, and the hatchet was brought into play again ; with this 
he dug away at the bottom of the reservoir so as to reduce the 
distance between it aud the river. Meanwhile, another, inside 
of the water, was scratching away in the sand, like a terrier at 
a rat-hole, inserting his knees into the vacuum he made so as 
to prevent its being immediately filled up again with sand ; in 
this way they worked hard for nearly twenty minutes ; the 
bamboo tube, wluch was of immense tbickuess aud strength, was 
then by means of a pocketJrnife sharpened so well that it would 
have been a dangerous weapon to strike a nuin with, this was 
then with might aud main passed through the oaiih, from the 
soft clayey side of the i-eservoir, aud in a few minutes a loud 
shout proclaimed that victory had crowned their efforts ; the 
bamboo tube had penetrated into the stream, and the water for 
a moment deviating from its course filled the reservoir with 
water. So far so good ; we were as yet in ignorance as to what 
was to follow, obeying, however, tlie injunctions of our Siamese 
leader, we all come out of the water, and having separated into 
two parties, one marched left and the other right along the 
tributary stream ; when either party bad got to about a hundred 
yards from the reservoir or lish-trap, we were commanded to halt 
and enter the water again, and then in open cnhmns to approach 
each other splashingthe water with our hands, and creating as great 
a hullaballoo as we could. This injunction was duly performed, to 
the great alarm and astonishment of the shoals of little fish that 
fled bum us as we were approaching on either side towards Idie 
centre, and there finding, as they fondly imagined, an outlet, they 
bolted through the bamboo pipe right into the reservoir, and then 
H.’b servant who had been watching on the opposite bank, 
when he thought a suflicient quantity had been entrapped, made 
a sudden rush into the water, and with one mighty effort pulled 
the bamboo tubethrot^h, and thus cut off allmteFcourse between 
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the river and the reservoir. Oh ! but it waa rare fan to see the 
awams of little fish that were suugly entrapped in that little 
reaervoir. We began getting them out of the wnter by means 
of a tiu'pnt, but finding this operation too tedious ve resorted to 
the far quicker expedient of baling out the water itself] for this 
purpose basket, tin-pot, and even our straw hats were put into 
requisition, and in a very short space of time the water was all 
gone, and there lay a little shoal of fish which filled a very goodly* 
sized basket, and which, in about an hour’s time afterwards 
were served up in one of the most delicious curries I ever 
rememlier to have tasted. The best of it was their boues were 
so delicate that we could swallow them entire, head, tail, bones, 
and everything. After getting pretty well splashed with mud in 
the operation of baling out, we took to the water again for a few 
minutes, and then uamc out fresh and strong, like jpants ready 
to run their course. 

The second and third days at the scene of ‘the feast passed off 
very tanoh the same a« the first, we only varying our* occupations 
by shooting jranvts or pigeons, or fishing upon the trap system, 
which, 1 may here remark, never u])on a single occasion failed. 
On the fourth (Lay, however, the procession closed ranks and 
turned their faces towards Bangkok again, with the same state 
and ceremony as when they arrived. Our party lingered behind 
awhile, so as to get a peep at the cavern. No sooner were the 
pilgrims out of sight tiuui our unhallowed feet were treading 
upon the earth of the sacred cavern, and our sinful eyes gazing 
dowu that dark uiystorious pit, in which so many millions of 
precious coins must, through a course of ceuturies, have been 
jxtured : we di'opped stones, and one of our party even 
dropped a piece of money, but tve listened and listened in vain 
for any sound that might announce its arrival at the bottom ; 
nothing but a low murmuring sound as the wriiid swept into the 
cavern and rushed through this opeuing into its dark mysterious 
idiaiubers below. “ Ah ! " thought I to myself, “ if ever I should 
live to see John Bull get possesrion of this fair wealthy land, 1 
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know \rher6 to Had my bookers. Whilst others may love in the 
river to 0sh, TU come h^re with a deep-sea lead covered vrith 
cobbler’s waic, and some seventy or eighty &thoms of line, and 
if I don’t hook up something better than fish, I’m a Dutchman.” 
Having completed our sun'ey we took to our heels, and ran a race 
so as to overtake, if possible, the rear-guaid of the pilgrims before 
arriving at the worst part of the jungle, for we relished not the 
idea of being left alone amongst such very undesirable neigh- 
bours as that jungle afforded. Notwithstanding all our speed, 
however, we missed them, nor did we ever see them again till 
hot and fatigued, out of breath, and evliausted fTOm the good 
speed we hml made, we reached Yiithie just in time to see the 
last few hundred canoes sweeping round the eomer of the first 
ttflming in the river. Most strange to say, not a single monkey 
was to bc^Bcen amongst the cocoa-nut trees on our i-etum, they 
bad evidently been alarmed by the invasion of so large an army, 
and had sought refuge in some more remote part of the jungle. 

I have already stated that the city of Yuthia, at the period of 
our visit, consisted of some six fishermen’s huts mid a betel-nut 
vendor’s stall : on our return from the money-devouring cave, 
we agreed to devote one day, at least, to researches amongst its 
ruins. The only difficulty however wiw, bow or where we were 
to pass the night. After a good deal of di.scu9.siun about this 
knotty point, it was finally amuiged that we should sleep in the 

canoes moored to the bank, Mr. H retaining the stale-canoe 

for himself, and myself and the others using those belonging to 
the natives. A cushion, however, from the sfcite-canoe was 
allotted to each to rest our hemls upon, and the bottom planks 
of the canoe formed our mattresses ; though by no means soft, 
they at least possessed the advantage of being cool beds — a very 
essential requisite of a sultry night in these hot climes. Matters 
being thus satisfactorily arranged, we bethought us of supper ; 
for the exercise of the day had given us a keen appetite. One of 
the fishermen, a Cliinaman by birth, undertook, for the consider- 
ation of five ticols in silver, to give us a spread, and we watched 
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fak cooking o|iiC)ratioD8 Trith the eye of a ftlcon and craTinga 
of a voif. He was evidently well versed in the culinary ait, and 
in little more than an hour's time aet before us the result of his 
labours. The first dish was a species of soup, called by 
natives ckmi dmu: it was a composition of pork, fowl, yams, 
sweet potatoes, ducks, tish, onions, garlic, mint, p^>er, salf^ and 
cloves ; these were all boiled down to a perfect mash, and then 
more water and a small piece of bird’s-nest were added, tiU the 
whole somewhat resembled in substance and colour, very rich 
turtle-soup. Tliis singular mixture, which perhaps, under any 
other circumstances, I should have heen very loth to taste, was, 
upon trial, highly approved of by all our party ; and having 
once eaten it, 1 should be glad to have such another mess again 
any day in the week. After this soup, we had some plain boiled 
rice, with uiaugo pickles and bdwhmg. This latter article 1 
thought really (luite delicious. Utile imagining at the time 
what it was composed of, or how made, Oehtle reader, imagine 
Tuy horror on loarniiig, some few days after, that btdichimg was 
nothing more or los.‘» than putrified prawns, which are in this 
stale dried iu an oven, «id then beat up in a mortar with 
onions, garli<‘, spices, and a little salt ; this is then placed in a 
jar, and hot vinegar poured over it ; being then left a sufficient 
time to allow the vinegar to penetrate and thoroughly saturate 
the fish, the jar is hermeticaUy closed, and set aside for some- 
times a coujile of months, or even a longer period. The last 
dish consisted of some roost ducks, donu to a nicety. Having 
done ample justice to this' supper, we betook ourselves to our 
canoe-hedsteods ; and neither heat, nor niosijuiloes, iior dew, 
iutarnipted our slumbers thi-ougli that long night. 

Tile first dawn of day was the signal for all of us to quit our 
floating couches. It was very fine and pleasant, and vastly 
agreealde jind refreshing, so long as we were asleep ; but, oh ! 
what excruciating jMiiu I experienced in every limb on attempt- 
ing to rise ! a kind of sensation as though some one had been 
gimg me a sound cudgelling over night, and had broken eveiy 
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bone in mj body. Z limped ont tbe boat as veil os I eoold, 
having neatly tumbled into the river in the attempt.. The 

others vere os bad as myself, with the exception of old H 

who was too old a stager at this kind of workrto suffer any 
inconvenienoe tlierefrom. A few minutes’ brisk walking about 
the banks made the blood circulate again ; and by the time we 
had partaken'of some of the old Chinaman’s tea, we were all as 
well and sprightly as ever. 

There is a vile practice, in Turkey, of offering a guest small 
cups of very bitter coffee, without sugar or milk, a refusal 
to swallow which, would be a gross insult to the host, Uiough 
the abomination tastes like a mixture of quassia and quinine. 
The Chinese have a still more inhuman system of forcing dreod- 
Mly strong green tea upon their victimised guests, equally void 
of sugar or milk ; a succession of which cups of tea, if continued 
for the space of a week, would reduce the strongest-nerved man 
in Europe into a sfaite of nervous debility, and cause him to 
start at the squeal of a mouse, as a lady would at the report of 
a camion. We should have fallen victims to this species of 
barbarity on the present occasion, had not H.’s servant had the 
forethought to provide against such an emergency, by bringing 
a tin canister with him full of sugar-candy. 

Now, then, to explore the ruhts of the ruinod city of Yuthia. 
First we come to two stones, one above another, and a small 
piece of burnt timber, evidently the remaius of some house 
that had caught fire. A few more paces, and we find 
half a ruined wall, and a lizard (the latter bolted on our near 
approach) ; more walla, more stones, more lizards, and then we 

tumbled across a snake ! M made short work of him with 

his gun, The report was the signal for a universal rustling 
and squealing among the bushes near ns. Quadrupeds and 
bipeds and insects emerged from their retreat, and sought refuge 
in every direction. A jackal and a cat were the next victims to 
our guns. All this time we marked evident traces of the foun- 
dations of houses that had once existed; and the stumps of poles 



Wl SBSIDENCE IN 8U.H. 

driven iiiet into ibe ground led us to understand that these had 
been the habitations of the poorer class, vho, like those ve 
had seen at the village we slept at, had had houses eialted upon 

lofty poles. Captain S pieke«l up the leg of a little statue, 

beautifully sculptured in marble ; but with this exception, 
nothing worthy of note was found. We saw plenty of bones, 
both of animals and human beings ; and as we approached a 
rather suspicious-looking copse, round which tall grass grew in 
wild luxuiiance, we discoverisd the imprint of a rather suspi- 
ciously-fomed foot, which looked amazingly like a tiger’s. 
After examining this with due care, we came to the wise resolu- 
tion of retracing our step-s towards the fishing huts. “ Where’s 

Mr. C 1 ” asked Mr. II , as he missed him from our mdo 

all of a sudden. (C was the captain of a Bombay ship, 

loading sugar at Bangkok.) We looked around in vain for the 
missing man, till IT.’a servant liflcried him in the distance, 
tearing over (ho ground at his utmost f»J)eed on liw way home. 
Tile fact was, he hod (Viughl the ominou.s word tiffer, and being 
of a nervous tonijicnoiiient, luwl thought prudence tlie better 
part of valour, and accordingly sought refuge in flight. Many 
and many a lu-ivrty laugh H— and I had together, in after 
days, as we conjured U]) to memory’s vision the truly ludicrous 
figjtre the Poituginw skipper cut, .as he fled from the supposed 
vicinity of danger, leaving behind him, in his great hurry to be 
safe, bis gun, j)owder-horn, and shot-belt. We reached the old 
Chinaman’s hut in Hafet3', and there put his services in requisi- 
tion again for a ten o'clock breakfast. 

ITic water of the Menam off Tiithia and its vicinity, is a great 
deal shallower than it is .at Bangkok, and only vessels of a 
smiill tonnage could ever have been able to reach tliis capital. 
Probably this disadvantage, in conjunction with the insalubrity 
of the spot— owing to the very marshy ground -which lies on the 
eastern bank — and the construction of large Siamese govern- 
ment vessels, was mainly contributable to the desertion of 
Yuthia, and the formation of the modem capi-tal of Bangkok. 
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Farther np the river, however, where only email juxtke cam lie, 
the ia very highly cultivated, and some of the richeet 
eugar-jdantations in the whole kingdom of Siam are there to be 
found. 

Towuds mid-day we saw several small alligaton crawl 
cautiously out of the water, and lie basking in the sun on the 
muddy banks of the river. One small fellow, hardly three feet 
in length, evidently a greenhorn, came out on the bank just 
under the hut where we were sitting, and in the course of a few 
minutes became so motionless that he was evidently having a 
nap. H.’s servant, who was a daiing fellow and could swim 
like a fish, stole stealtliily along the bank, and, suddenly seizing 
its tail, with his main strength endeavoured to haul the creature 
up on dry land. But Jack was as good as his master, and 
better ; such surprising strength had the little brute, that with 
a sudden violent lash of its tall, it sent the man spinning several 
yards, and floored him regularly in the mud. I never saw any- 
thing more neatly done ; in one instant, tlie aUigator was 
fast asleep, and the Siamese making a gripe at its tail ; the 
next, the alligator had disappeared in the water, and the 
Siamese was on the flat of his hack in the mud. Lucky it was 
for the servant tliat he had fellen on mud, and not amongst 
stones or shingles ; for such was the force with which he had 
been thrown, that on extricating himself, with the assistance of 
one of the boatmeu, from his ignoble position, he had literally 
left a deep impression of his head and shoulders in the clay. 
They were obliged to draw water from the river in chatties 
(earthen water jugs) for the purpose of washing him clean 
again ; and a precious operation they had to get all the mud out 
of his hair, for, as ill-luck would have it, he chanced to be a 
Burmese, and wore long hair like a woman. No one ever 
thinks of venturing into the water in this port of the river, so 
infested is it with alligators. The desolation of the spot, and the 
very few boats that now navigate the river, have caused these 
brutes to accumulate ; for I have been told that there was never 
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one Been in iiie floumhing days of Yuthia — an aBsertion I can 
readily believe, from the fact of Ibe Siamese being as much in 
the water as upon dry land ; and such an amphibious people 
could never exist without being permitted to bathe at least 
twice ft day ; a thing they could not possibly do in a water 
teeming with alligators. 

Soon after noon, the tide began to seive in our favour ; so, 
getting into the canoe once again, after a sojourn of nearly fire 
days amidst the rnins and jungles, the praiiies and marshes, 
the toops and quagmires of this least picturesque portion of the 
river Menam, wc bid adieu tti Yuthia and the old Chinese cook, 
and BO paddling merrily homeward, reached Bangkok just in 
tune to wash and dress, and partake of one of Mr. Hunter’s 
comfortable family dinners. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

Ceueial cliuacter of tbe Siuaesu.— (««nenl taoStm8lv«iieB9 of tliotr djojotttlon^ 
Tboir dreiiB.— Tholr pfiasiau (or sviiliiin^,— Smvkine vpinm. -Deacription of ita 
oflbeta.— Their skill as swlimnero.— Ailventiim of an American nho could not 
swim.— Want of beauty In ladies of'Siam.— Use of bctcl-nut.— Corwnonlos at 
birth of a child.— Amusenu'iite of ladles iu the higher ranks. — Slamoao women 
excellent houeawirea.— Education of chUdron.— Selling of danghtora.— (ioneral 
snmmaiT of Siamese clinraoter. 

HERE is, perhaps, no other nation 
on ttie £ice of the earth whicli 
can be said to resemble, in their 
tout enseuMe, the Siamese. The 
Malays have lent them their high 
check bones aiul flat sprawling 
noses ; the diiuese their eyes ; 
the Burmese tlieir stature ; and 
their comjilexluns and dispositions 
have a vidange of all these nations 
put together. Of dwarfish stature, 
though of herculean strength, the 
Siamese yet possesses the meekness 
of a lamb, and a great deal of its cowardice. Though his features 
are cast in the Malayan mould, he possesses not one item of that 
insatiable thirst for roveuge which is so pi-evaleiit a feature in 
the character of the latter people, and to gratify which they 
will sacrifice twenty unoffending victims, if by so doing they 
hope to convey one pang of bitter remorse to the soul of the 
object of their hatred. Who does not know wliat tliat flsarful 
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seatenee “ mmir^ a rnttek ” means, Ttrhen the Malaj, in the 
blind frenzy of his wrath rushes through BtTeetB,,i!reau in hand, 
maiming and destroying eve'iy harmless indindnal that may 
cross his path in his fiendish pursuit of revenge. Now, the 
Siamese are a people incapable of retaining one qurk of ani- 
mosity ; and, during my stay at Bangkok, 1 do not remember a 
single instance of seeing two Siamese come to blows, and seldom 
even quarrel They have been taught from their infancy to obey 
and respect evetj' grade, from the king to those just one degree 
above them ; and, from their inferiors, they in their tun receive 
that homage they pay to others ; hence, even were they so 
disposed, opportunities seldom offer which would admit of a 
dispute. If they be men of the lower order, such as servants, 
&c., those whom they might couHider their equals, fitom the fact 
of their lieiug of the same calling, never have sufficient liberty at 
their command, or time on their bands, to admit of their meeting 
together and conversing ; and .os there are nopublic houses, those 
dens where liras’Is geiKinallyoriginatc, if per hazaivl they are left 
together for a minute or two, they arc too happy to embrace the 
oi)portuinty of having a little fiiendly chat, and have no time to 
differ on any one single point Tlieix superiors they dare not 
iuBult, uuder penalty of the basiiuaJo, that ogre that hangs in 
terrarein over the Lends of all people in Asia ; and, uptfn the same 
principle, or rather from the same'motives, their inferiors dare 
not insult them. 

The dress of the Siamese men of all classes varies only in 
costliness. The rich men wear skirts of silk and embroidered 
stuff, which reaches from the waist to the knees, the rest of the 
body being <k nuturulibw!. The poor men are clothed in coarse 
cloth, sometimes dyed, but offener in its original state. All 
carry a light muslin shawl, which is flung carelessly over the 
dioulders, while the end is fastened round the waist. The more 
opnlent men amongst the Siam^ spend their days seated cross- 
legged in the veiundah of their little shops. They smoke and 
drink tea almost incessantly, only varying their occupation by 



HABITS OF THE SIAMESE. 


U9 


eatmg meal hours arrire. They seem to hare constitution- 
ally the appetite of a wolf ; for no man but a Siamese or a 
Chinaman in Siam, could for a continuance of years fimoke and 
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drink tea as they do, take no exercise at all, and yet be always 
ready for their meals. That practice, so prevalent in the East, of 
asking just treble the value for the goods they dispose o^ is 
fatiailiiiT to the Siamese merchants and shopkeepers ; but they do 
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uot possess that sharp cniming and Jesuitical sophistry wUeh is 
so strongly delineated in both Jew and Gentile tradickers in the 
Bast, The more opulent among the Siamese merchants and the 
nobles and independent men of Bangkok, arc strongly addicted 
to gambling and smoking ujuuiu ; but, as both these vices are 
prohibited by the king, mid ai-e amenable to a very lieavy 
penalty (Ihc third conviction subjecting the culprit to transiiort- 
ation for life), none dare indulge in them openly, or by daylight, 
but so inefficient is the Sijunese police, that Bangkok is replete 
with gambling houses of all descriptions, and here nightly are to 
bo met nunibera of tbe richest and most respected inhabitants, 
the officers of state and noldemcn included, staking immense 
sums of money upon the tuni-up of a single card. After a dozen 
rounds have been played, tb<* cards arc put aside for a few 
minutes, and opium pipes introduced. These pipes resemble 
in form the eomraon iwrghili, or IniblJebubbJc, of tlic Levant. 
They consist of an empty cocoa-nut shell, in an orifice on the top 
of whi'di a hollow wooden (ubo is inserted, and the opening 
heruu t.ieally closed, so as to prevent the escape of either air or 
smoke. In another hole in the side of the eoeou-uiil shell, a 
eommoii little bamboo tube, about eighteen iuchtw long, is tightly 
fixed; a little earthen bowl, perforated at the bottom like a 
sieve, is filled with opium, and one or two pieee.s of fire being 
placed thereon, thi.s bowl is placed on the top of the wooden 
tube. The man who liauds round this pipe holds with one hand 
the bottom of the coeoa-nut (which ishalf fullof water), and with 
the other baud he presents the li:inil>oi> lube to the smoker, who, 
putting it to his mmitli, inhales three or four whiffs of this most 
intoxicating and deleterious narcotic 'lire efieet is 
instantaneous. He sinks geiuly .‘igaiiiBt the enshiou set at his 
back, and becomes perfectly insensible to what is passing around. 
From ibis state of torpor, after the lapse of a few minutes, he as 
gradually begins to recover, and In about five minutes time be is 
ready and fit to resume the game again. The pipe is passed 
rouud from mouth to mouth, so that half an hour generally 
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iutonrenes between the £ret whiff taken by the first snioker, and 
the last sigh heaved by the last man, as he indicates Ms revival 
from that Elysium of bliss, that short, pleasoit dream, from 
which he is gradually awaking. One old, inveterate opium 
smoker told me, that if he knew his life would be forfeited by 
the act, he could no more resist the tentptatiun than he could 
curb a fierj' steed with a thread bridle. It carried him into the 
seventh heaven; he heard and ■‘civv tilings no tongue could 
utter, and felt as though Ids stvul soaml so higli above things 
earthly, during those proeioiis momouts of oblivi-.'u, as to have 
flown beyond the reach of its heav-y, hi itliensome cage. How- 
ever true all this ni.ny liave Is'cn, however ecstatic the enjoy- 
ment, — tlie treinulcMi.s voice mid [lalsied Irauic, — the dceji-Hunkeu, 
glassy, unmeaning eyes, .<]xike volume as to the direful eflecte of 
the system upon the frame ; and, however much soul, or how-, ' 
ever buoyant spirits may have lighted up tlie tabernacle wbjile 
under such excitement, there wiw evidently hut a faint spaik att, 
vitality left w'ithin. At other times, and a few more whifih, 
a few more pleasant, glorion.s dreams, and that last spiuk would 
be cslinct. and nought but darkne-ss dwell vvitliin tlmt lifeless 
tiTink, which hat] revelled its glorious figlit away. 

\yii('r(' 1ui!i tU» briuktum flei 
TUut lishtca lip > »nr 
Wlxjiv luivnboilj thmii^tand spirit 
'riic tsiiiiJe, tiic tt*ar, the sip’ll V 
The ripiiling wators answer ‘ Imsh/ 

As KiMitly Ike iM'ucb (lu*y hir«, 

‘ If tiiurtiild upon their fate will riiNh, 

'riiey nuft It -in the grave.’ ” 

The lower orders of the Siamese liave tiicir time too much 
occupied, and are luckily too |>oor to admit of tlieir indulging in 
the excesses of their richer eountrj’nven. Such as are servants 
are busily engaged aliout their master’s aflairs ; boatmen are 
paddling from morning till uigiit and are too glad to avail tbem- 
aelves of the hours of repose in a little friendly chat with their 
own families and neighbours ; they go to roost with the fowls and 
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torn out vitli the croira ; and the consequence is that they are a 
Tohust, healthy people, their only cares in life being food and 
sleep, for sickness veiy seldom troubles them. iLll the Siamese, 
high and low, rich and poor, wear their hair in a most grotesque 
and &ntastical hwhion ; the whole of the head is shaved with 
the exception of a little toft of hair just over the forehead, which 
is permitted to grow bolt upright, and has a striking Tesemblanoe 
in shape to a cock's comb. They are all inveterate smokers, and 
as 1 have before stated, commence at a very early age to smoke, 
often before they have entirely relinquished the mother’s breast. 
No man or woman in Siam ever thinks of assisting another that 
has had the misfortune to be uqiset ; without a single exception ' 
they arc all expert swimniertt, and the first art into which a child 
is inculcated is the art of .Hclf-pi'eservation in the water, and both 
men and women excel in this. A very serious accident to an 
American missionary was very nigh resulting from this indifier- 
ence on the part of the Siamese to assist others in distress. It 
often haj>pen.s tliat Uucopeana whi' have l)et‘a some time resident 
in iSinm jjaddle themselves about the river both for amusement 
and exercise, but iioue should ever attempt this pastime who 
cannot swim, at least a little, foi^ sure if any accident happens 
none will come to your assistance. Bi’othci' Jonathan, however, 
despite the many warnings given him, and the alarming prece- 
dent of a missionary having been in reality drowned not much 
more tlian a year before be made the attempt, must needs try 
his skill at paddling also, and of all hours in the twenty-four 
fixed on seven p.m. for tlie exjwriment, a time when the river is 
most busy, as every one is returning home for the night, and 
when objects are scarcely discernible, as by half-past seven all 
the year round it is entirely dork at Bangkok. The result of 
this rash essay was, that just as he hod got about three hundred 
yards from his house, the canoe jolted up against the cable of a 
ship, and in one instant was overturned. Jonathan, who could 
no more swim than a stone could, had instinct enough, however, 
to cling to the canoe, and it and the luckless man floated down 
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with the tide. In vain did the unhappy missionaiy shout and 
implore for aid, each time he opened his mouth gallons of water 
rushed down his throat, so he came to the wise insolation of 
holding his peace and trusting to Providence. By a most fortu- 
nate circumstance Mr. Hunter happened to he coming in an 
oppofi'ite direction in his large canoe, and passed close to the 
drowning missionaiy ; it was now almost perfectly dork, and he 
would have passed on without paying the slightest attention to 
so common a sight as a capsiscd canoe, knowing that the Siamese 
never require any assistance, as they swim with their boats up 
to the first vessel they come aertws, and there laying hold of the 
ship’s cable with one hanti, with the oilier right the canoe ; but 
his attention was attracted to something of monstrous dimensions 
fioating behind him, and this ho at once recognised to be one of 
those huge blue felt American hats which all the missionaries 
wore for better protection against the sun; immediately backing 
his canoe, he picked up the luckless being more dead than alive, 
and conveyed him to his house where, under the attention of 
Doctor Bradley of the mission, he was very soon put all to rights 
again. 

The Siamese Iadie.s may wilhput the smallest fear of competi- 
tion proclaim themselves to be the ugliest race of females upon 
the face of the globe. With their hair worn in the same fashion 
as the men, the same features, same complexion, and same 
amount of clothing, the man most be a gay Lothario indeed who 
would be captivated by their leering glances ; but as though nature 
had not formed them sufficiently ugly, these most neglected of 
all the human species, resort to dyes wherewith to dye their 
teeth and lips of a jet black colour. The darker the teeth the. 
more beautiful is a Siamese belle considered ; and in order that 
their gums should be of a brilliant red to form a pleasant 
contrast to the black lips and teeth, they resort to the pleasant 
pastime of chewing had from morning till night. This had 
consists first, of the green leaf of the betel, which has a very 
tart flavour, something like the leaf of the pepper plant ; in this 
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leaf ia placed a piece of chonam (the common lime need tm 
building), then a bit of the betel-nut is broken into email 
pieces^ and placed on the cbunam, and the leaf being rolled up 
into Bomething very much like a sailor's quid, is then thrust 
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into the lady’s check, and is munched and crunched and 
chewed so long as the slightest flavour is to be extmeted, and 
as they never swallow the juice the results are very detrimental 
to the deanlioees of the floors of the houses, and of themselves 
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gjaeraUy- ^eT commonly make use of two such q^uids during 
the day, and this horrid mixture has the effect of dyeing thrir 
gums and the \rbole of the palate and tongue of a blood red 
colour. Old crones, and very ancient chTmuaes (for both men 
and women use the betel), who have no longer any teeth to 
masticate this horrid mixture witli, are attended by servants 
who have a species of small pestle and mortar always about 
them wherein they reduce the betel into a proper form for 
the delicate gums of their aged patrons. 

Both men and women in Siam marry young, and are conse- 
quently prematurely old ; a man of twenty-five may he the 
father of eight or nine children, and thi; mother of this lot he 
only perhaps twenty-three. There is a curious anecdote told 
of the Chinese, for the truth of which, however, no one. has yet 
been able to vouch. Tliey say when a tUnnese lady is blessed 
with .m increase to her family, from the moment of her accouche- 
ment the unhap]>y husband is put to bed also, .and there 
detained for forty (lays, ami during this delightful penance he 
is subjected to all the rigorous treatment of his better lialf. 
Should medicine bo administered to her, he must ]>aitake of it 
also, and he is strictly coniiued to the same diet that she is 
obliged to undergo, which consists on art average, I believe, 
of about a thimbleful of cream of rice, administered every 
three hours, to say nothing of the pill at bedtime to prevent 
indigestion. Ifo tl»at as it may, in ifiam they expose a woman 
to an ordeal quite as unnecessary as that which tlie unhappy 
Ohinanian is forced to go through. 

No sooner is an heir or heiress born to some happy pai-eiit 
than a wood tire is lit m the room, the windows are carefuDy 
closed, and the door left only just so much ojwn as to admit of 
the smoke, after freely circulating in the room, to make its final 
exit ; this fire is carefully kept lit during a fortnight, and the 
motives adduced for this smoking process is, that the smell of 
fire will deter a certain old gentleman who has too much of it 
at home from passing into the room, and thus preserve the life of 
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both mother aad inilutt. I sa^ the wife of one of Mr. Hnntei'l 
own aerrants, in a cottage close to his honse, exposed to thJt 
ordeal and can therefore vouch for its veracity. 

The wives of the nobles and higher classes amuse themselves 
during the, to them, tedious hours of the day, as most Oriental 
women of the higher classes generally do ; they fritter the long 
hours of the day away in gathering flowers, making bouquets 
and wreaths, singing love-songs and lamentations in a veritable 
woeful strain, dancing to the music of empty gourds strung as 
guitars, telling and listening to fabulous tales, lolling listlessly 
under shady trees, and ruminating on what is next to be done, 
chewing betel leaves, blackening their teeth, and admiring 
themselves in mirror? that reflect too faithfully their frightful 
faces. Orientals univci-sally seem to possess but two exciting 
topics of conversation — the ojie about money, the other about 
food ; tlieir ideas beyond tills arc limited, they roll round with 
the world and an content so to do tdindl'ulde^, provided the twO 
essential requisites of life are to Ito li.-id. They know the day only 
as a time allolt.od to them to eat, drink, and earn money ; and the 
night they acknowledge as an ap|wiuted time of rest ; beyond 
this, few permit their imaginations to stray. What tlie sun is, 
or how tlie glorious light of day is derived, why rain falls at 
certain seasons, and the night-dew at others, how flowers and 
trees thrive and blossom and put forth green leaves, and yield 
luscious fruit, wiiere the young bright birds of glorious plumage 
find a home and the wlierowithal to satisfy their cravings, what 
the cool zephyr blows for, and seas, and oceans, and rivers in 
continual motion, foam, and leap, or ripple calmly in the sunlight 
— ^these are all themes far beyond the grasp of their dormant 
imaginations. They walk through life blindfolded, tuniing neither 
to the left nor to the right, nor ever digressing one inch from 
the monotony of their every-day life, unless it be to pick up a 
piece of silver or a morsel of bread. In some eastern conntriM 
dress occupies the attention of the younger portion of either 
sex, and there are exquisites and elegants to he found ; but in 
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ajfwt ffrfa this is laid aside, as vhat little dothing they 
never alters in its pattern, thongli it may in design and colour. 
The only time a Siamese fenude may be said to be decently dad 
is when she is married, and then for the first time in her life 
ahe is covered from head to foot in gaily coloured muslins and 
veils, her face is hid from public gaze, and three days elapse 
ere she returns to her pristine simplicity of costume; this is 
the only period during her lifetime that she is thus attired. 
There is a period when her face is again shrouded and her form 
enveloped in long white drapery, hut few would like to raise 
her veil and gaze upou the fearful mysteiy tliat dwells in her 
face ; it is when the spirit has fled to tliat long home, “ where 
the wicked ceoeefrom trouMing, and the mary are at rent." 

The Siamese women though utterly devoid of any moral 
principle are, to do them justiee, excellent /iousewu'es; tlieytoil 
from sun-rise to sun-down for their husbands and children, 
cooking, washing, sweeping, and employed upon sundry other 
houseliold jobs ; sometimes they ply the needle fur a short time, 
but this is an accomplishment very rare indeed. The wives of tlie ' 
poorer class of boatmen ai'e often toiling all day, paddling a 
heavily laden canoe up and down the river, striving to earn a 
few pence, or fuangs, ns the small Siamese money is termed, by 
disposing of their vendibles, be they vegetables, betel-nut, or 
poultiy. The first thing on awaking at early mom, they may 
be seen disporting in the river, swinimiug aud diving like water 
fowl, aud the last thing at night hefui'c retiring to rest, they 
bathe in the river again. Some days when the heat is very 
oppressive they go into the water in the middle of the day, and 
whether there be twenty or two hundred spectators it makes 
small odds to them, so utterly callous arc they to all feelings of 
propriety aud decency. Children so soon as tliey have been 
taught to swim, and are efficient in this art, which seems to 
come naturally to this amphibious people, are initiated in the 
science of paddling; and for this purpose, every father of a 
fiunily has a little bit of a canoe attached to his establishment. 
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with a paddle of pnqier proportions ; then the father gets iato 
his <nm canoe and paddles away, and the cluld enters his dimi- 
nutire canoe and follows in his track, for all the world like a 
young duck learning to ssim. Ihe time vlten broods of these 
may be seen upon the river is between one and two -o’clock, 
when pretty nigh all liimgkok are having their siesta. Children 
having acquired these two indispensable attainments — ^namely, 
swimming, and paddling canoes — are then separated, and set 
about their different vocations in life. The hoys are taught all 
kinds of athletic games, and especially that wonderful Siamese 
game of liattledore and shuttlecock. After this they are per- 
mitted, for a year or two, to attend at the watts every day, and 
there, under the tuition of the priests, acquire some taint notion 
of their mother-longue. After this they are launched into life 
on their own resixmsibility, tht' fortune bestowed upon them by 
the father consisting of a canoe aud some paddles, and perhaps a 
small trifle in money . From this date the b^^y never sleeps under 
the jialernal roof again, unless in after years by chance or accident ; 
and, soniolniw or other, they all make their way through life. 
I never saw a Siamese inhabitant beggbg for a morsel of 
bread, the ]iriests always excepted ; and then it can no longer 
be culled paiqKsrisiu, as what they get from door to door is a tax 
levied on tlic jieople, hy npprul)ation of government, for the 
support of the eliuivh. 

The girls remain at home under the tuition of their mothers, 
who, while they sadly neglect their moral trainuig, give them a 
quiet homely education in all the branches of Siamese h<mt- 
mfertj. They have gmierally become adepts in this art by the 
time they are eight yeiirs of age, and then they are packed off in 
canoes to sell all kinds of vendibles, and paddle for miles up 
and down the liver from mom till night ; and sometimes, if 
they have been uusuceessfnl in their day's sales, these poor girls 
are kept on the river till past midnight ; and, tired and worn, 
perhaps even without food, the supplicating tone of their voices, 
as they invite purchasers, is heart-rending in the extreme. Tb» 



SOnCATION OF OBIU>IlEK. 


15ft 


long uad dtort of it is, that Siamese hnsbauds and ^ves, and 
parente and cliUdreu, possess only a kind of anunal inslanct, or 
magnetism, which creates a sensation towards each other 
almost amounting to fnendship, but that holy thing, fow, is 
unknown amongst them ; as well it may be, for how could so 
much impurity be caged up with so fair and spotless an 
emoticm 1 So soon os a gii'l has attained the age of twelve she 
is married, and then the parents wash their hands of her for 
ever; but should no suitor be forthcoming, she is allowed a 
year's time, and opportunities to gain one. At the expiration of 
this period, if her ofTorts have l)ern fulilr, as is, alas ! too often 
the case, she is then taken by ber fath>-r to his own slnip, and 
there sold to the highest biilder that may a]>peaT within a 
month’s time. Whetlier, iu tliis state of serfdom, she will he 
kindly or basely used, whether the father will over set eyes on 
his daughter again, is a feeling that never suggests itself to his 
cold and callous heart. I cannot believe it possible that the 
women are so utterly void of all maternal feelings ; but of the 
fathers’ want of humanity 1 have loo often liad ocular demon- 
stration, while plying to and fro uj)on the ri\pr Menom. He 
regrets, certainty, th.at she wjis not laarrieJ, for then his 
daughter could have had no ulterior elainis upon his hospitality ; 
but now, in case of the dcatii of him to mIioiii he has luthlessly 
sold her, or iu the event of his being obliged to leave tlie capital, 
she must fall back upon his hands, and then ten to one if ho is 
ever able to dispose of her again. Yet, strange to say, not- 
withstaudiiig this uunatural statu of .-dfairs, I seldom heard 
of a Siamese ill-treating or quarrelling M'itli Iiis wife; and 
should daughters that have been sold into serfdom tall back 
upon his hands, they are kindly and gently treated, even though 
their age forbids all liopcs of their ever being turned into gold 
again. Such, however, is not the ti’catmcut of the unhappy 
girls who oftentimes fall to the lot of Arab merchants from 
Bombay and the Red Sea, who are residing for commercial pur- 
poses at Siam. These often maltreat their unhap]>y slaves in 
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the groGsest maimer ; and their cmeltiea have aometimeB TeadiKl 
to such a pitch, that, watching their opportunity, the ^Is have 
fled, and sought refuge and protection in the houses of the 
missionaries. But these instances of inhuman treatment have 
invariably Wn traced to the sons of Islam, residing at 
Bangkok. Neither Siamese, Burmese, Alalabars, nor even 
Malays, hare ever been cuurlcted of similar atrocities. The 
sons of the Frophet, entertaining on innate hatred against all 
professing any other creed than their own, and e^clally 
incensed against idolatois, such os the Siamese are, wreak the 
whole fury of their vengeance upon the unoffending heads of the 
hapless victims that fall beneath their sway, by being purchased 
with gold. 

Upon the whole, I found the Siamese a civil, humble, and 
wiUiug people, wrapped in the gi-ossest ignorance and super- 
stition, and lost to all seiitimeiils of moral virtue ; but a reform 
on this score can never be hoped, till they have been made 
partakers of “ the benefits of knowledge Mid the blessings of 
religion.” 




SISPDTX WITH OOOHIH CHINA. 


I6I 


CHAPTEE X. 


DUpnte iNktweeo Govoniinenta of Slam an4 Cochin China.— Confiscation of Siamese 
Toeaela In (*ochln Oliina ports.^ lleprlRale. — Fury of the Klnf^ of Slam.— Hla 
councils AtTrajrs held at night.— Ann^ sent to fh>DtlorR.— Ship of war '* tlie Cale- 
donia" ordered for sea.— Author put in rommand of tvo huutlrud and fifty 
marines.— Character and discipline of the Slilp's crow. — Gniol InstnictlonR gtyen 
to the Officers. — Encounter a soTcre Mtnm' —Ship nriirly loak." Ourioue 
adTentorca of a cargo of Hngar on hoavd.—Setuin of Yeeacl. ' 



OON after I entereJ' 
the Siamese service, a 
misimderstanding took 
place between the 
Siamese government 
and the IMuee of 
(’ochin China, arising 
from tile ill-treatment 
hy the Siamese soldiery 
of some merchants of 
the latter nation. Mat- 
ters could not bo ,ami- 
cablyaiTiinged, because 
the Cochin Chinese were 
evidently the aggrieved 
parties, and demanded, very justly, that 
ample reparation and satisfaction be given 
to the sufferers. The Siamese government, 
ignorant, as it was proud, and imagining 
its land, and sea forces to be invincible so 
long as they kept within the limits of the Siamese 
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territory, or within the bounds of the Oulf of Siam, treated I2le 
affair with contempt and insult, and in direct opposition to the laws 
of even barbarians, incarcerated the unfortunate ambassadar and 
the whole of bis suite, with the exception of one man, who was 
conducted back to the frontiers of his own country, and there 
set at liberty that he mi;rht proceed to hcod-qnarters and report 
projresii. Tliis man was also entrusted with a fulminating letter 
from tlie king himself, in which war was ojwnly declared, and 
many significant tlireats held out, the least amongst which was, 
that the potentate of Cochin China might expect if he persisted 
in sending annoying messages to the kingdom of - the White 
Elephant, to find himself in a very short space of time a par- 
taker of the unfortunate doom that his luckless ambassador was 
suffering. 

It BO happened, that at the period when this intelligence 
reached the imperial court in Cochin Chinn, several Siamese and 
Chinese Iradiinr junks were Imodiug at the various seaports on 
the coast for (.'hinn, Siaiii,. and Singapore. All which sailed 
under the Siamese flag wciv imniedLately seized and confi.scated ; 
and the unfortunate crews of these vessels having been first 
heavily laden with chains, were employed with common 
criminals in repairing the roads, cutting away forests, breaking 
stones, and other useful, but by no means agreeable pastimes. 
The fate of these vessels was in due course repoited at Bangkok 
by the arrival of a Bombay sugar sliip from Singapore, where 
the information hod l^ecn gleaned from a Cliinese junk that had 
arrived from Cochin Cliina. Nothing could exceed the fury of 
tl»e king on learning this intelligence, he bold nightly councils of 
war, which all the noblemen and statesmen residing at Bangkok 

were compelled to attend. Mr. H , from his position as a 

peer of the realm, was included in the number, nor would the 
king on any condition dispense with his presence, as he placed 
more implicit faith in his sage advice and argumentff, than the 
whole of the others put together. This, though a flattering 
compliment to H— was by no means an agreeable one ; for, 
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trhat with his own oocnpatioiis during the day, which were 
often manifold and harassing, and the king’s interests to 
attend to at night, he scarcely had one hour’s rest during the 
twenty'four, the whole time this political litigation lasted. 
Pinally, it was determined to bombard by sea some of the prin- 
cipal sea-port towns, at the same time that a vast army of 
somewhere about eighty thousand men, was to assemble on the 
Cochin Chinese frontiers, it having been rightly conjectured, as 
the sequel proved, that such a formidable display would instil 
terror into the hearts of the, at all times, timid inhabitants of 
Cochin China. This large army was to be under the joint com- 
mand of two very celebrated generals, though for what they were 
celebrated, I could never distinctly understand, except it be that 
they had on one occasion outnm the whole of the army in a 
rather precipitate retreat made from the inviidiug forces of a 
rebel chief, who, with less than half the number under his 
command that they had at their disposal, whipped them to their 
heart’s content, and sent them 6ying to Ilangkok for further 
succour. Nevertheless, they had obtained the name and dignity 
of being distinguished warriors, and were consequently chosen 
for this particular purpose. Captain Middleton was ordered to 
prepare the ** Caledonia” immediately for .sea, and I was ordered to 
join his ship, in command of two hundred and fifty marines — such 
marines as only those semi-barbarous countries could famish, 
and about as much skilled in the art of war as a cannibal 
islander might be in trigonometiy. However, they had very 
smart dresses, and very fine muskets and side arms ; and, as 
they had been drilled to stand straight and to march, they cut a 
pretty good figure on board, except when the vessel was roUing 
or pitching. On such occasions, it was by no means an uncom- 
mon event to pick up the sentry somewhere in the ice scuppers, 
and his musket behind the caboose (or cook’s galley). It was 
a meny that the cook never got shot, after the repeated unin- 
tentional attempts made at his life ; for the impetus with which 
some of the muskets alighted on the deck (with their muzzles 
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pointed right into the gallej door), was an aU-sufficient shoch; 
to nuhe them go off of their own accord, and they were always 
loaded with ball cartridge. Middleton had a singularly rare 
collection of sailors. Amongst the ship’s valiant crew there were 
Manills'inen, Malays, Oentoos, Malabars, a few Arabs, and a 
sprinkling of Siamese. The Manilla-men and the Malays were 
escellent sailors, and so were a few of the Siamese ; but, as 
for the rest, they could no more distinguish one rope &om 
another, than they could prevent themselves from being dread- 
fully sea-sick. We were not allowed to carry more than the 
upper tier of guns, because His Majesty thought fit to make this 
a profitable expedition iu a pecuniary way as well as in a 
political sense, and we were obliged to land all the “’tween deck” 
guns, as also some of the upper tier, to allow of the ship being 
laden with sugar by an Arab merchant, who, liaving received 
intelligenoc of a givat rise in the sugar market at Bombay, had 
offered the government a veiy'high freight to j)ermit him to 
send the sugar to Singapore, to ho there tihns-shipped on board 
of a vessel that would l>e immediately freighted to carry it on to 
BoUibay. The old Arab taking all the risks of insurance upon, 
himself. 

The offer was too good to be refused, and we were therefore 
exposed to the ignominious necessity of proceeding direct to 
Singapore with a cargo of sugar ; after discharging which and 
ballasting, we were to cruise for a couple of months off the coast 
of Cambogia, .and as far as I’ulu Obi, occasionally running in and 
heaving to off a town, and giving it the benefit of three or four 
stunning broadsides. I'aiticular orders were given to the captain 
to watch the movements of such Cochin Chinese junks as might 
be lying off Singapore, and to dodge them if possible uito the 
C'})ina Sea, and there give them chase. One thous.ind tikols in 
silver being the rew'ard held forth to the captain for every such 
junk captured, and five hundred was to be my share of prize 
money. 1 must do Middleton the justice to say that it was 
his firm detenuiuation from the very commencement to act in 
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direct ccoitradiotion to Ms orders as regarded the junks ; his 
intenti o n haTing been to them every possible chance of 
escaping, not only on account of the unrighteousness of the act 
towards the OTniers of the cargo and the vessel, but also as it 
regard^ the innocent crews of these junks, who would, if taken 
to Bangkok, undergo every hardship and cruelty that barbarity 
could inflict. Things were soon completed, the cargo shipped, 
and the vessel reported ready for sea; but before leaving the 
river, Capt. M. got the royal permission to fire a salute before 
quitting his Majesty’s floating city. Every Englishman in the 
place was on board, ships’ crews and all, to assist us in this 
mighty undertaking, as also in getting the vessel unmoored. 
"When the firing commenced, it was the best fun imaginable to 
see the Manilla gunners try'ing to get their gangs into something 
like ship-shape order, for the moment a match was presented to 
a touch-hole, they took to their heels and fled to that part of the 
vessel which was furthest from the spot ; nor could the Serang’s 
lash or the Tindal’s oaths induce them to budge one inch till the 
smoke had fairly cleared away. Notwithstanding all these 
drawbacks, the salute was fired with admirable precision, thanks 
to the assistance rendered by the British tars on board. At 
length we took leave of our kind and Itospitablc hosts, and other 
friends at Bangkok ; and witli a list of commissions large 
enough to consume a moderate foitune, all of which we were to 
be sure and execute at Singajwre, and very many prayers for 
our safety from the old Arab merchant wlto liad shipped the 
sugar, we sailed down the river with a spanking breeze and 
strong tide in our favour ; and made such progress down, that 
we cleared the bar at daylight next morning, and leaving the 
pilot on board a junk outside the river, set all imaginable sail, 
and were soon scudding along at the rate of ten miles an hour, 
with- a breeze as favourable as it could be, direct for Singapore, 
This kuid of weather lasted us for two dhys and a night, aad 
then the wind began to veer round in a directly contrary 
direction, with every appearance of a thorough change in Ute 
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weather ; and the heavy hanks of clouds on the horizon right 
a-head, indicating something that looked rather suspiciouBly like 
a coining hurricane, or a China Sea typhoon. The heavy swell 
of the sea as it rolled in mountainous waves towards the 
Cambogiaii shore, the liigh land of which was now in sight> 
made the vessel pitch and roll moat woefully. As the evening 
closed in the breeze entirely ceased, and then the heavy-laden 
re.SBel became quite unmanageable. Captain M., who had left 
both his lieutenants behind ; one to assume command of a little 
four-gun brig, which was also ordered for service ; and the 
other, in a bed of sickness, was left entirely at the mercy of the 
Manilla suaciuiics, or helmsmen, for the steering of the vessel, and 
to the mlroitncss of the Malayan Seraug and Tindal, to see all 
necessary <irders promptly executed ; for the swell of the sea 
was so great, that the vessel wiw in danger of rolling her masts 
overboard, in this dilenuua I was prussed into the service, 
and had to pcrftmi the dnlic’S of au officer of the shij) during 
the rest of this most disastrous Toy,Tge ; a birth that was by no 
moans a sinecure, but whioh 1 cheerfully accepted, partly from 
llie ostecui 1 had ibr the uaptaiu, as noble a fellow as ever trod a 
ship's deck, (Uid pi^rily from a wish to acquire nautical know- 
ledge ; for I had before this period been to sea professionally, 
and was then passionately attached to s. seafaring life. . The first 
thing dune was to lash tlie guns with treble laslungs. The lower 
and topmast riggings ivere then set up hy means of what sailors 
call Spanish windlasses ; royal and toyi-gallant yards were sent 
down, and the toji gallant masts struck and housed ; the top- 
sails were close reefed, and the fore-sail single reefed ; preventer 
backstays were jiassed from the tore and main tojvmast, and 
the jib-boom was well secured. Things being made snug and 
comme il fnvt, the wliole of tiie crew w^ere summoned aft, and 
divided into two instead of four watches, as had heretofore been 
the regulation. Captain M. and the boatswain’s mate com- 
manded the starboard watch, myself and the boatewun the 
larboard ; but, in point of fact, poor M. never was off watch. 
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Suriog tiw daytime he had snatches of repose, lying on a sofa 
in the cahin ; but at night in bad weather he was never below. 
Midnight approached, and the calm still contimied ; not a breath 
stirred in the Heavens ; but the swell went on increasing in 
violence, and the vessel rolled gunwales under. Many of the 
crew, who were quite grifGna at sea, began to evince evident 
symptoms of sea-sickness, and as the watch sti’uck the hour 
of midnight on the great booming bell of the ship, the last 
available marine sunk down by the side of the starboard 
gangway in a state of most deplorable debility from the effects 
of the rolling of the vessel. Yos ! his Siamese Majesty’s 
detachment of royal Siamese marines, under the command of 
the reader’s humble servant, the author, were, at ten minutes 
after twelve ou that eventful night, decidedly kor> de condM I 
During the whole of that lung <lai'k night, the intense calm 
was unbroken. The cables, which were unbent from the 
anchors and stowed away ou the first morning of our departure, 
were again dragged forth by lautem-light, and bent ou afresh. 
Tlie anchors were cleared, so as to be let drop at a moment’s 
warning ; aud though we could not sec teu yai'ds beyond the 
ship, we knew, from tlie direction in which the swell was 
running, that tlio vessel hiiJ been drifting on a lee-shore the 
whole twelve hours of the night, aud muniing wiw never more 
anxiously looked for. Alioiit a quai'ter of an hour before day- 
break wo had a east of the deep sea lead, aud then, to oim great 
conccni, wc discovered that we were fast getting into shoal- 
water ; a sad fact, wliich was soon after confirmed to us by the 
distiuct roaring of the waves, as they broke upon the distant 
shore. Here was a precious predicameut ! Not wind enough 
even to give the vessel steerage way, and tlie ship rapidly 
approaching a dangerous const, where, if we escaped being 
drowned or dashed to pieces amongst the rucks, we should only 
survive to become the prisoners of a cruel people, who were at 
all times noted for their barbarous treatment of captives, and 
who, at this particular period, were much exasperated against the 
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Suioese, and all in anj way connected witb them. All hamb 
were turned out to be ready to let go the anchors ; and as day 
broke we came to in fifteen fiathome water, with two anchom, 
and a hundred and thirty fathoms of cable on the bitts — ^his 
Siamese Majesty’s detachment of marines being still decidedly 
hors de conihat. With what fmythat sea swept wildly by us 
rearing up its foamy crest, and occasionally sweeping the vessel 
right fore and aft ! With what violence would the waves lash, 
and thump, and tug at our poor ship, endeavouring to drag her 
with them on their headlong, heedless, fearless race, to per^ 
dition ! and then, in sullen anger, trumpet forth their disap- 
pointed rage, as some unshakeable rock burst their fiiiy, and 
sent them wliining and foaming far up into the air in million 
particles of snow-white froth ! These are tilings only to be felt 
when seen. No painter’s brush — no poet’s song — no earth- 
inspired scribe — could even trace one faint resembling outline of 
the sad maiestic reality of such a scone. Morning broke, and 
dayliglit spread her light mantle over the earth and sea. It 
was not so fair and brilliant a-s it was wont to be on a brighter, 
calmer summer’s morning ; but still it shed tliat lUysterious, 
blessed light through which the human eye could clearly pene- 
trate, and the hidden dangers of the night became revili^ed. 
We looked ahead the ship’s bows to the waves, and on the wJdo 
expanse of ocean nothing but restless billows met the view ; but 
from their violent and continued conflict it was clearly indicated 
that the iong-looked-for hurricane had reached that spot, and 
was now luadly sporting with the waves. A high headland 
to wiudwarit, past which we had mo.st miraculously drifted in 
the night, as yet kept the gale from reaching us ; but it was 
evident that, in a very few minutes’ time, the whole fuiy of the 
tempest "would burst over our devoted vessel, and, in all proba- 
bility at the very first onset, part her from her anchors, and 
send us with fearful velocity amongst a long ledge of rocks 
that ran parallel with the shore for many hundred yards. We 
looked over the stem of the vessel— high-peaked, lofty, towering 
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hilia^ capped witih the atonu-cload, and descending almost per> 
pendicolarly to the sea, were all to be seen on that side to cheer 
08. To the southward of these was a gap in the mountain-> 
range, and the sea ran smooth upon the fine sandy lbeach ; but 
on that beach were plainly discernible hundreds of little figures 
running to and fro, and gesticulating to each other in a frenzy 
of delight. They had discovered the vessel, and probably 
guessed from whence she came, and their thirst for revenge and 
pillage would now, they imagined, be soon amply gratified. 
Now, although all this takes a long time to recount or write, 
this sad survey of our position and chanci^ was the work of a 
few minutes, and our resolutions were as speedily taken. Were 
we to slip, and run the slitp aground in the spot where these 
natives were congregated, the chances were, under any other 
circumstances, that both our lives and the cargo would be 
saved ; but though we had a large body of men on board, one- 
half of them might have been knocked down with a feather, 
they had suffered so severely from the effects of the sea ; and 
the other half were too great cowards to make any resistance : 
hence death, in some foiun or another, awaited us there. There 
only remained, therefore, one last forlorn hope, that of being 
enabled to catch the first puff of wind with all available canvas 
set, and endeavour to beat the ship out to windward, at the risk 
of sails and masts, If these stood we might be saved ; if they went, 
then adieu “Caledonia ! ” and all tliat was left would be to take to 
the boats, which, though we liad six good ones, could hardly have 
lived in such a sea as was then running. Accordingly, every- 
thing was prepared to slip, and the boats kept ready and 
supplied with water and bread, so that they might be used at 
a moment’s warning. The few minutes tliat elapsed between 
this period and the time that the gale reached us, were moments 
of awful suspense. All reefs had been shook out, and the sails 
sheeted home. The first wild blast of the hurricane swept over 
UB like a demon in its might — ^the vessel was on her beam-ends 
for a few seconds — the anchors were gone — and righting slowly 
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agEin to her water>maric, jiiet lUi ererTthiag seemed lost, and 
the terrible reef wcu within range of rifle-shot, and shoot- 
ing boldly out into the very midst of the tempest-tost 
ocean, she sped along majestically, luffing well up into the 
wind's eye, and bidding defiance to all the angiy tumults 
of the elements — " Tliank God we’re saved,” said Middleton, who 
was at the holm, as lie felt the barque, obedient to his unerring 
arm, answer the rapid movements of the wheel, and just as these 
words had died away we passed safe through all the noisy, angry 
strife of wind and waters. Those high mountains of Cambogia, 
echoing the cry from vale to vale, brought to our listening ears 
llie faint and distant, yet too distinct whoop of disappointed 
revenge uttered by that horde of marauding cut-throats on shore, 
who had been speculating on our lives and property. The 
further we got from the shore the more violent the hurricane 
blew, but, as the sequel proved, fortunately for us, the gale 
veered round u coiqile of points in uiir favour, so tliat under 
closc-recfed topsails and a ntonn siaysiil, we were enabled to 
make a very long stretch on the stai'board tack. It rained, it 
blew, it tiiundoi'ed, it lightened, but still the brave ship sped 
onward on her course, and for suc-and-twenty hours not a sail 
was trimmed or a rope touched. After this lapse of time the gale 
still continuing with umibateil fury, we sighted some portion of 
the Malay peninsula, and immediately put the ship about on 
our losing tack : wc liad Itcen two days Qii this taek, and had npt 
got half across the gulf wlien the morning watch discovered that 
a great quantity of sugar was bciug pnmpeil up with the bilge 
water, from which it was evident that the ship had proved 
leaky in some part. Luckily for us, on this tack she had made 
80 much leeway that we were now nearly in the same parallel 
of latitude as we were when lying at' anchor off Cambegia. The 
pumps were sounded and eight feet water in the hold reported ; 
in ten minutes we sounded again, and the leak had increased 
six inches, and by daylight, though the pumps were kept con- 
tinually at work, we had fourteen feet water in the hold, and the 
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WAS &st gaming upon ns. Now indeed had our misfortunes 
come to a crisis ; we had no hope or nothing to strive for except 
to put the dup tight before the wind, and run direct for the 
month of the river. This was very soon accomplished, and then 
as the pumps were insufficient to keep the vessel from settling 
and going down bow foremost, the hatches were all unbattened, 
and every bucket in the ship put into requisition. Men were 
placed in the ’tween decks and handed up bucketsful of water to 
otlieie on deck, and os for the poor old Arab’s sugar, not one 
grain of it was left from one end of the ship to the other ; it had 
all melted away and formed a nasty saccLirine mixture of salt 
water and sugar. Kveu the buckets were not sufficient t o keep 
the leak from gaining on u.s, and large wash deck tubs were 
swuug to the back-stays, and separate gangs kept to haul them 
up and heave the water overboard, and his Siamese Majesty’s 
detachment of Boyal Siamese Marines had this congenial task 
allotted to them. They were no longer /tors dt combat, fear and 
self-preservation had elFectually cured them of sea-sickness, aud 
they worked with indefatigable zeal. We bad set the ship 
before the wind at three o’clock in the morning, by twelve we 
had the satisfaction of finding that our cilbrto to kee]) the leak 
under were successful, as only twedve feet water was reported 
from the pumps ; and at five pan. we ran the “ Caledonia ” slap 
over the l)ar of Siam, aud were off Paknam again, and in 
smooth water just as the sun was setting. The leak now rapidly 
diminished, from which it ap]ieared evident that it must he in 
some part of the bow of the vessel, rather high out of the water 
through which the rolling waves forced an entrance. The gale 
was stUl blowing, though with much greater moderation than out 
at sea ; it suited our ends capitally, we sped up the river like a 
steamer, aud at eight o’clock next morning were anchored off 
Mr. H.’s house at Bangkok, much to the amazement and alarm 
of all parties concerned, who were surprised to see a deeply laden 
vessel after a lapse of ten days, return again os light as a feather, 
and towering high out of the water. The first care was to loud 
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the guns, 'which endangered the ship’s safety, as she had no 
ballast in her ; the next 'was to inspect the leak, and then it was 
discovered that a whole plank had sprung just above the water- 
mark, and it waa indeed a miraculous event that either the 
vessel or ourselves ever reached Bangkok. Old Hadji Fattala 
came ou boaid to inquire how his sugar fared, and he foitnd as 
cleanly swept a hold as ever a ship could boast of. ' The old 
fellow in the first outburst of his fury, swore that he would 
prosecute lM.)th Middleton and myself, as the accident must have 
occurred through our negligence, and then he tore his beard out 
by haridfulls, and capered and danced round the deck after a 
most grotesque fashion, pausing every now and then to mumble 
forth maledictions against everybody who had led him into this 
speculation, and fimdly he sat tlown and wej>t for the money that 
was gone. It wjia impossibli! to help pitying the -old fellow, but 
had he been it little less avaricious, he might have shipped his 
sugar in tubs and cfisks, and not in bulk, and thus, jierhaps, 
have saved one half the cai^o. The ‘‘ Caledonia ” was docked 
that veiy evening ; but befor" she proceeded down the river 
she landed a great portion of her crow, his Siamese Majesty’s 
Royal Ri.tiiieso Marines, and their Commander included, as also 
the cook, who had so often been nearly shot, and who took 
a vow that he would never aail with marines again, if they 
gave him t-wojity times as luneh pay as lie then received. 
This was my first and last expedition fci sea ou active service. 
A week afterwards I wa-s transfen-ed to the Siamese Cavalry 
and attached to the Ihrincc’s body-guani, and tlie next day I 
was placed uixm the staff, a.s aid-de-camp to liis Royal High- 
ness the Prince Chou-Paa, an appointment that agreed with 
my complaint amazingly, liaving plenty to get and little or 
nothing to do, except walking about in a smart dress, with 
chain straps and gilt spurs. 
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CHAPTEB XI. 

Tnde of SiAm.— Iinpoi-ts from Cliins.— Exoellcat qiulity of Tok.— S ugar Cand}r, 
Blllu, Clutha, Irory Oarvinga, Writing Paju'r, Toya, Ac. — Mnila.ln vhieli 
buaincu la tnnaaeted irltb Chinvav, Juuka.— lUI tlic iro v ownon and traderar— 
Iloimony arith which they nuinage thair aflklra.—Ici porta from India.— Meagre- 
noaa of importa from Rritain.--F.x|iorta. — System oii which 1>iisiiLuaB is emutuetad. 
—Treatment of Bankrupts.— Reaaons tor suppseing that trade between Britain 
and Siam could be greatly extended. 


t EEFECT information regarding the exact 
quantities of the imports and exports of 
Siam eannot be obtained, but a few 
general remarks wiil Jte interesting 
Siam imports annually from China a 
vast quantity of the very best quality of 
tea, infinitely supei’ior to what I have 
ever tasted in Iiiiliii, the Straits ol 
’ Malacca, or even in Cliiii:i itself. This 

arises from the inhabitants of Bangkok, many of whom are of 
Chinese origin, being such connoisseurs of the article itself, and 
eonsuming such a large amount auuually, that none but the very 
finest quality will over find a market at (.^anton or Macao. One 
never tastes such tea as is to be found in tlie private houses of 
Chinese gentlemen ; that wliich they export to Euroiw and to the 
Indian. Continent possessing not half the aroma of what is 
consumed in China an<l Siam. Cliina also supplies Bangkok 
with sugar-candy, the Siamese being unablo to make anything 
that can approach it in transparency and sweetness. From 
Macao and Canton are also brought elegantly wrought China 
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ffilks and satins, nankeena, gnss clothi tinsel, exquititelj caned 
ivory fans, fine panted feather fans, rice paper, and colonrings 
upon rice paper, Japanese trays and tea-caddies, boxes of 
ivoiy worked puzzles, elegant Mostuc cut silver card-cases, 
bales of Chinese writing-paper, boxes of water-colours, cakSs 
of the finest Indian ink, and a vast deal of bird’s nests, glues, 
gums, pickles, and endless preserves, ndth a few straw hats, 
and Chinese slippers. Immediately on arriving at Bangkcdr 
the junks coming from China, which are often nearly fourteen 
hundred tons burthen, s{iread a large awning fore and aft the 
vessel, ■frhich is so arranged as to assume the form of the roof 
of a house, the awning slanting oil on cither side of the vessel, 
so as in ease of rain, to carry the water over the sides and 
prevent its peneti'ating to the decks ; this done, all hands are 
busily employed erecting temporary stalls on either side of the 
deck, in which samples of the articles imported for sale are 
tastefully displayed so as Uj attract tins visitor’s attention ; 
between these stalls, a wide passage is Idfb to admit of the 
passage to and fi-o of such as visit tlie junk to make purchases ; 
and all things being prep-m'd for public inspection, flags are 
hoisted, and discordant gongs sounded to announce to the world 
at large that they arc now at liberty to gratify their curiosity 
and Bjiend their money. Almost every soul on board of these 
junks lias an interest in the vessel. They are owners, and 
supercargoes, and sailor.^, and cooks, and sail-makers, and captains 
by turns, and the cargo is usually entirely their own, each having 
separate partitions in the hold wherein his artieles of export 
and import merchandise arc stowed. Having accomplished the 
arduous duties allotted to each during a tedious and often- 
times dangerous sea voyage, they are at the termination of 
evetf^ trip metamorphosed into merchants or shopkeepers, and, 
seated on low cane chairs opposite their respective shops, invite 
customers to purchase by long laudatory harangues in favour 
of their respective goods. Amongst other articles imported, and 
one which I omitted to enumerate is a great variety of really 
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very pretty and ingeaioug toys, raah as cAniageg and carte, which 
en being wound up like a watch, run for eeveral minutes over 
the floor to tlie no emidl delight of precocious children, who 
generally soon put a atop to all movements in their thirst after 
knowledge, which leads them to the investigation of the interior 
of these toys, to the utter destruction of the fragile machinery. 

Many of the goods imported are destined for the Singapore 
market ; such, for instance, as the more richly-wronght silks and 
satins, the ivory and feather fans, and some portion of the 
preserves. In such a place as Bangkok, where the fashion is to 
wear as little clothing os one possiMycan, and where such a 
thing as a fair's biM was never heapl of, the ^ks and satins 
are of course in small requisition. There are no operas, or 
theatres, or other places of public amusement, where the ladies 
might sport fans ; and as for the preserves, the Siamese prefer 
their own home-made delicacies to those brought from China ; 
hence these articles would be a dead loss, were it not for 
speculative merchants that trade with Singapore and Bombay ; 
and these buy up such goods en immie, retailing them to their 
correspondents at the two above-named places, tf) the tune of 
somewhere about fifty per ceut. nett profit. Seldom are these 
Chinese junks long in the river before the whole of their import 
cargoes are completely cleared away. The temporary stages 
are then taken down ; each man prejwres his portion of the 
hold for the reception of such expert goods as he thinks are 
most suited for the China market. Tliese ontward cargoes are 
either purchased, or have been bartered for ; and it is surprising 
what a variety of articles are shipped on board the same junk, 
hardly two amongst her many masters speculating in the same 
commodity. This is a wise precaution adopted by the Chinese 
on both their outward and homeward voyages ; it piflKents 
their interests clashing together, and excludes all possilnlity of 
disputes or quarrels arimug on this score. They lire together 
like one large flunily, each being happy and contented in his 
own pursuits, and wishing mid aiding one another to do their 
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best) because no riviUry exi^ between them, llte necesstay 
expenses of the resscl and of their maintenance are divided 
equally share and share, among them. I imagine the greatest 
item in their bill for provisions must be pigs and ducks, for 1 
never yet was on board of a China junk that had not both 
thMe members of what is termed the liw ttoek in abundance. 
During the whole period that a junk remains in the liver, three 
preventive officers are stationed on board to prevent the pos*- 
sibility of opium being smu^led into the capital ; but 1 have 
reason to liellere that these kind-hearted officers are often 
blinded to the faults of those around them by the donation of 
a couple or three Simnish dollars. 

India and the Straits send to Siam a few drugs and common 
cloths, such as Masulipatam manufactured cloth, palampoors 
for bcd-ooverlng, coromou gingham, &e., and a large supply of 
Turkey red cloth. The imports from Great Britain are very 
meagre, being entirely coiihued to siteh goods n» are received by 
Messrs. Hmiier and If.ayes from Livorj^ooll and which, during 
my stay at Iliingkoli, did not cxcee«i about one thousand bales 
per annum of luaiiufnctureH and cotton twist. A vast field 
is open for the intr.siuetlou of these goods, and probably <since 
my departure from Bangkok more mercantile houses have 
established Uium.selvt's at that cnjntal. 

In exports, the business done by Siam is very great, and much 
more eould be done. Not fewer tbau twenty vessels left Bangkok 
for Singapore and Bombay in IKdl entirely liulen with sugar in 
bulk, their measui’eiucut amounting to nearly four thousand 
tons. Beaide.s tlicse, four vessels left for Euglaiid direct with 
assorted cargoes of leas, sugar, ivory, gamboge, dye-wooils, lead, 
spic^ drugs, &e. ; aud as for what was exported to China, the 
one W;icle of belul-nut alone must have yielded the revenue 
a handsome income. But could inducements be offered to 
Earo})eau ve,>!sels to frequent this port ; had they a ready 
market fur the disposal of European merchandise (which the 
jealousy of the Government interdicts, except to a very small 
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aiBotmtX and were the dniiiee len^ on veBsek in the shape ol 
tonnage dues abated or dcme away with ; in dioit, were the 
Siamese at liberty to lay open the great resources they have for 
mrifthitig the countiy, the Government, and the people, then 
I may safely state that upwards of one thousand English vessels 
might find ample occupation in trading to and from Siam, the 
Indian continent, and Great Britain, the staple commodities of 
sugM*, rice, pepper, dye-woods and lead, being alone sufiicient to 
load more than half that number. That Siam contains many 
rich mines of ditferent metals which have been yet unexplored, 
and that the interior may furnish many gums iind other^ 
rich produce as unknown to Euro]>eai) markets as gutta- 
percha was not many years since, 1 have not the slightest 
donbt ; and were nn exjiedition of scientitic men permitted to 
visit those parts of the kingdom as yet unexplored by a civilised 
people, rich indeed would be the reward of those travellers in 
the store of knowledge tliey would accumulate, and in the 
additions that might be made to the various branches of 
science. 

Most of the commercial transactions of the merchants residing 
at Bangkok amongst themselves and with knowq and respected 
residents, are upon tlie system of tic, or credit, for longer or 
shorter periods. Wholesale purcha-sers are allowed to have a 
year’s time to rupudate the amount, paying the sum in quarterly 
instalments, and the shortest credit given is forty days. This 
system of triifiic is very detrimental to European merchants, 
who experience the greatest difficulty in recovering debts due to 
them when the period for payment arrives ; and fraudulent 
bankruptcies are by no means of unfrequent occurrence. Mr, 

H was obliged to employ several men, who acted as com- 

mercial spies upon the creditors of the firm, and gave tiftely 
notice of anything approaching to a shut up. On such infor- 
mation being obtained, the measures adopted were stringent 
and immediate ; the debtor was seized before he had the slightest 
inkling of bis roguery having been discovered ; his house, goods 



178 BESIOEKCE IK STAU. 

and chattels, were taken possessioii of by the distt'tuniii^ creditor, 
and he himself borne off to the palace of jusUce, where he was 
immediately made to undergo every torture that human in- 
vention could inflict, till he was at length very lothfuUy forced to 
confess the exact amount of treasure he poeseBsed^-a confeatuon 
which usually led to the discovery of the rogue having accu- 
mulated far greater wealth than what was necessary to liquidate 
his debts, but which he had skilfully concealed, in the hopes of 
at some future period being enabled to quit tlie kingdom with his 
ill-gotten wealth. 

Situated as Siiun is, between two great emporinniB of Britiidi 
commerce (I allude to Singapore and Canton), affording as it 
does so many iuducemciits for the establishment of friendly 
intereoui'se, both with respect to export trade and to its 
requisite consumption of British manufactured goods, as also 
the fact of its lioiiig not only ati excellent harbour of 
refuge, hut Me om in exisitetiec between Oliina and 
Singapu'c, it is much h> U' regretted Ihcat no binding and 
equitable treaty, Ijased on a lilieral looting, exists between Her 
Majesty s Government and Hie Court of Siam ; such a treaty as 
might entitle our nation to the enjoyment of privileges, at once 
a boon to the English, and no less conducive to the welfare of 
the Siamese. Tins, however, was a desideratum not attainable 
during the lifetime of the late despotic and supeivtitions 
sovereign aud his predcccsaora. These, too darkly igpmant to 
appreciate whai was most conducive to the increase of their 
own wealth and imporiaiice, have invariably repulsed and 
regarded in tiie light of an infringement upon Uieir (in their 
own opinions) enlightened sense and wisdom, any advances made 
by foreign powers for the amelioration of their social condition 
and the furtherance of traffic. Ever watching with a jealous 
eye the prowess of British anus in the East, and terrified beyond 
measure with the termination of the Chinese expedition in later 
years, it was no part, of the king’s policy to encourage the advent 
of speculative strangers into his territories, or in any way to 
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coantenaace the finqueat oyeitures made to him by the British, 
iVench, and American Qovemments. In the king’s private 
estimation, amphibious Europeans, and more especially the 
English, 'whose namerous vessels declared them to hia fevered 
imagination to be a people inhabiting the ocean, had only to set 
eyes upon his extensive, rich, and fertile dominions, and his 
sceptre would speedily pass from his sway. It was a thing 
almost incredible, not only to the king, but to the Siamese 
nation, that China, their elder brother, the nearest relation of 
the aim, and the beloved country of the gods, should actuaUy 
be compelled to ackuowletlge themselves vanquiidied by people ■ 
liitherto estimated as barbarians, and comivUed -to yield portions 
of their coimtry,and disburse a plentiful amount of their dollars, 
to a set of water rats who had, as if by magic, assailed then* 
country in vessels of all sizes and shapes ; their jealous and 
wary precautions -were then redoubled, every stranger looked 
upon as a spy, and the quiet missionaries, who had for many 
years resided in the harmless pursuit of their special avocations, 
were watched with unwearymg assiduity. It was never be- 
lieved that tile English could, without supernatural assistance, 
have accomplished the marvellous feats they were reported to 
have accomplished in China ; aud what strengthened the 
Siamese in this opinion was the existence of an dectrifying 
machine, an air-gun, aud a few other to them incomprehensible 
instruments in the possession of a peaceful American, whose 
whole duty of life was tlie study of nature. One missionary. 

Brother C , a species of catechist and schuoimastcr, had 

great sus})icion attached to his name, from the singular propen- 
sity he had of obtaining the sun’s altitude by means of a falsa 
horizon in a large bucket of tar, with the assistance of a time- 
worn quadrant. Never a day passed, but what Brother C 

might he seen rushing out bareheaded into the balcony of 
his house, which overhung the river, gazing, as the natives 
imagined, to all intents and purposes, into a vast vacancy. The 
natives, naturally inquisitive to investigate the motives that 

s 2 
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gave rise to so strange a freak, asked Brother C sevepsl’ 

questions, to which he invariably replied that he was finding ont 
the exact minute of mid-day from the sun ; such an answer 
being incontrovertibly proved to be the fact by such examples 
a^ for instance, a native watching the hour-hand of a clodc, 
hidden from the missionary’s view, and hearing him proclaim 
it mid-day, just as the hand pointed out the same hour, went 

far with the Siamese to convict Brother C of sorcery ; and 

tliese reports coming to the king’s cars, there is little doubt 
but that he would have been forcibly expelled from Bangkok, 
had not the Fraklau, or prime minister, by dint of much 
patience and perseverance, explained to his grossly ignorant 
Majesty the simple truths of the fact. 

To such an extent was the suspicion of the Siamese monarch 
awakened by late evenis, that though possessed of several 
splendid ships of war, well armed and eipiippcd, no persuasion 
e-iuld iiKluoe him to permit of tlieii imikiug any sea voyages 
which should extend further than the liiAits of the Siamese 
(liilf, witli the exception only of Singapore, wul an occasional 
visit to (’Jhiria. He preferred that they should rot for mouths 
together in the sweet waters of the Meuam, rather than that 
they should risk being seen by the falcon eye of some British 
cruiser. He had no idea of impartial Justice, and weighed others 
in the same scale with himself and the Cochiu-Chinese. 

Tlie Prince Chou-Faa, who is reported to have succeeded to 
the throue, is the very antithesis of his royal predecessor ; 
though l)orn amidst savages, or at least a semi-civilised people 
lie possesses an innate love of literature, of religion, and science. 
He has often confidentially hinted, that he prayed to see the 
day arrive when the gates of Siamese commerce might be opened 
to the world at large. That day, I have little doubt, has now 
arrived. In him, any ambassador invested with full powers 
to treat, would find a courteous, wise, and intelligent man ; 
one willing aud ready to advance every means of improve- 
ment, His perfect knowledge of English would enable him to 
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ilioj oTiaa >rith tliat bane to Mendly and upright intercourse and 
conTeisation— a cringing, and most generally prevaricating, 
interpreter. Anything fair and honest, afPording like privileges 
to both sides, would meet with his instant approval ; and what 
the benefits derivable ai*e likely to be, I shall endeavour 
concisely and dearly to explain. 

First, let us consider Siam in the light of a harbour of refuge. 

Heretofore, the exorbitant tax levied in the shape of tonnage^ 
dues upon all vessels under a foreign flag, were of themselves 
sufficient to exclude effectually the ])nssibility of the Menam 
affording shelter and rest to the tenipcst-tost ship and 
fatigued and care-worn mariner. But tliis was not all No 
stranger was permitted, for any consideration, to cross the bar, 
and enter the river without a special permit being previously 
obtained from the king himself; a transgression of this law 
subjecting the vessel and cargo to immediate forfeiture, and the 
pilot, captmu, and crew, to imprisonment and other severe 
punishment. The pilot, indeed, was considered guilty of a 
capital offence, and condemned to death, if he was convicted ; 
for him there was no hope of a palliation of the punish- 
ment, as it was a public law that every pilot, before boarding 
any vessel in the offing, or anchored in the outer roads, must 
be furnished with the royal permit, backed by the official seal 
of the governor of Pakuam, the nearest sea-port town on the 
river. Tins permit was never granted, except in case of a 
friendly visit from a vessel of war, and then it was a tacitly 
understood arrangement that the cannon, &c., were to lie landed 
at Pakuam, though this stipulation was seldom or never com- 
plied with, as very few war vessels ever made a sufficiently long 
stay to think the risk and trouble of crossing the liar worthy the 
attempt ; unless it were specified, firstly, that the vessel and all 
on board would quietly submit and subject themselves to the 
annoying process and unnecessary visits aud inquisitive scrutiny 
of the Custom-house officers at Paknam. Secondly, that the 
captain of the vessel should, before proceeding further up the 
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river, deposit in the governor’s hands, or else give ample seourii^ 
for the due payment of, the tonnage dues, which weie somewhere 
about two tikals per ton measurement (the tikal being equal to 
about eighteen-pence sterling, would make the sum levied on 
a vessel of about 300 tons no less than forty-five pounds sterling). 
And, thirdly, that it be specified that the vessel, before leaving 
the river again, siiould be obliged to load a full and complete 
cargo of Siamese produce, the export dues on which were even 
more disproportionately Large and unjust than those imposed on 
the ship’s tonnage. 

Under such diaadvantageons circumstances, a vessel overtaken 
by a t 3 'phoon, disin.asted, leaky, and wliolly unmanageable, how- 
ever favourable her jiositioii with regard to the month of the 
Mcnam, however fair the wind may be to run to that shelter, 
has no iiiduceinoiit to make the attempt, and no option but to 
battle out the fmy of the elements, and strained in every timber, 
eventually reach sumo port in Chuia, or in^the Malacca Straits ; 
else, iiiieqnal to the effort, founder with valuable cargoes and 
still more va/nalile lives, far from the hope of rescue or any 
eventual succour. This is no over-wrought picture drawn from 
fancy’s brain. Insurance offices can bear most lamentable testi- 
mony to the unusual loss of life and ju-operty in the China «eas. 
I do not presume to say that this could be altogether remedied 
were Uangkok to a certain extent a free port ; but I am persuaded 
that many a vessel Ima foundoivd betw'een the longitudes of 
Pulo Obi and Siug.aiwre, ami many more still met with material 
damage and loss, which might have been in a great measure 
alleviated or avoided had Siam held out any inducement to 
the tcinpest-tost sailor to alter his course, relinquish ineffectual 
tacking against a hurricane, and stand before the wiud for the 
river Mcnam. But of coarse heretofore this was impracticable ; 
few vessels pass to and from India and China save those that aie 
both ways deeply laden. Such ships as are regularly in the 
China trade from Calcutta and Bombay are chiefly freighted 
with opium — a drug which the Siamese Qorenunent publicly 
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.rfanifltwTi and utterly prohibit, and which would subject the 
Teasel to instant confiscation. Hence a ship seeking refuge in 
the Wanam and arriving off the bar in a sinking state, might 
go down at her moorings before assistance could be procured, 
and would certainly have done so beibre any concession would 
have been made by the Government of the late King. There was 
a choice of evils left ; were the vessel in distress an opiirm 
tradei', her only chance was to throw her unusually valuable 
cargo overboard, pay heavy dues on entering, incur heavy 
expenses in docking, be com]>elleil lo produce funds sufficient 
to purchase an outward cargo, or l)e li’cighti il for a mere song by 
some avaricious Arab mcrcliant; or els<' to keep afloat us she 
best could till the storm abatoil, and if she coiild not, go down 
with all hands. Only imagine the delightful humour the ownei* 
would be in, in the last ciiae. The cargo of opium was worth 
perha|;a fifty thousand pounds ; the vessel was his own, and both 
it and the cargo well insured ; hut the wretch of a captain, and 
those worthless fellows the crew (who, by the way, are ready to 
shed their blood in the service, ami have oftentimes severe 
bruslies with the Ohiuese on the Eastern eoast), being overtaken 
by a dreadful hurricane, in which the vessel loses all her masts, 
has the bulwarks, boats, and half the crew washed away, springs 
a leak which is hour!}' gaining upon them, tuid, to complete the 
picture, the pumps are choked and ultei’ly useless, — iu this 
dilemma, the captain, aided and abetted by liis rascally crew (for 
so the merchant styles them), instead of quietly saying their 
prayers, settling down with the vessel, and going peacefully to 
the bottom, and so securing the owner’s interest, and cheatings 
the insurance, actually have the audacity to think of setting up 
jury masts, and standing befqre the wind for Siam, where, luckily 
for themselves, they arrive in safety ; but, being aware of the 
stringent laws of the country, the first thing they do is to throw 
the opium overboard. The vessel we may suppose to be about 
300 tons burthen ; she pays her entrance duty, dock charges, &c,, 
and gets taken up for a lump sum to carry a cargo of sugars to 
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Bombay, the freight on which amounts tb somewhere aboijrt. 
I 60 f. Now the dockyard charges and tonnage dues amount to at 
least double that amount, and have been paid by the skipper on 
the guarantee of a bottomry bond ; hence the owner’s entry of 
profit and loss tliat voyage runs nearly as follows : — 

Dr. £ *. d. Gr. £ a. d. 

To Profit on Freight . 150 0 0 By Iraa cm opium . . 60,000 0 0 

„ Nett loaa by damage . „ Damage to yesael . 1000 0 0 

toeargoidcc. ofcltp- „ Repaira and dues . SOO 0 0 

perxiUaies" . .61,150 0 0 

61,300 U 0 61,300 0 0 

There are very few captains that would not rather meet fifty 
deaths than one owner after the receipt of such an account. 
None would be induced to run for Siam under existing circum- 
stances, unless he bad made up his mind to run altogether from 
home, friends and his senses, and biddin;/ adieu to Europe for ever, 
embrace the iSianiese Mth, eschew pleasure, turn priest and cele- 
brate a fanatical jig for the sjs'cial behoof of the white elephants. 

Second ; with regard to the import trade. Under existing 
cireumstances it is very limited in comparison to what It 
might lie, considering the dense population of the Siamese 
dominions, but the heavy taxation of the poorer classes places 
European manufacture and produce quite out of their reach, 
because the he.avy duties levied upon imports conqiel mer- 
chants to retail these goods at exorbitant prices, so as ^ 
enable them to have a profit worthy of the risk and expense 
incurred in bringing these goods such a distance. But the fact 
^speaks for itself wlicn I say, that, notwithstanding the many 
drawbacks and the heavy stumbling-blocks in the shape of taxes 
and other duties jilaced as iinjieduueDts in tlie way of a thriving 
commeme, Bangkok and its immediate neighbourhood afford a 
ready market for a by no means meagre supply of British stuffs ; 
a proof that the profit .accruing on the original valuation of goods 
must be enormous indeed, os it enables the merchant to pocket 
a respectable nett profit, after freight, and insurance, and 
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inmimorable local dues are deducted &om the price current at 
HnTiglrnk. The same argument will hold good vith respect to 
the articles of export trade. Great indeed must be the gain upon 
tiiose in European markets vhen we consider that thby also are 
not only liable to all the drawback enumerated in the import 
trade, but in addition to, and over and above all these, most of the 
staple articles of the Siamese produce are grown or are collected 
many hundred miles in the interior, and their prime cost value 
must therefore, of necessity, be considerably augmented by the 
expenses of inland carriage, both by laud and water, before 
reaching the market at Bangkok. 

Now a remedy to all the foregoing evils presents itself by the 
supreme power of the realm Imviug devolved upon a man open 
to every practicable suggestion for the cause of humanity, the 
amelioration of the condition of the natives, and for the extension 
of Siamese commerce. A favourable opportunity thus presents 
itself for the laying of a hrm foundation for frieudiy and com- 
mercial intercourse with a nation heretofore but little known to 
Europe in general, an intercourse which would inevitjibly open 
a new market for every manufactory in the United Kingdom, 
by drawing irom them constant supplies of every imaginable 
article requisite both for the luxiiiy and comfort of a vast and 
almost wholly unexplored empire ; at tlio same time that the 
security afforded to travellers would add vastly to our store of 
science, by affoivling us a knowledge of places and races of men, 
of birds, beasts, fishes, vegetable and animal lu'oductious, yet 
unheard of, as new as they may prove initiienscly useful ; and the 
sense, the touch, the taste, the sight, in short every virtuous 
appetite tending to moral pleasui'e, be gratified and delighted by 
flowers, fluiits, &c., up to this «lay a mystery to the inquisitive 
mind of man. 

By the exercise of a little engineering skill, and at a small 
expense, the entrance to the Menam might be greatly improved. 
The bonks are composed of sand and clay, closely set, and these 
by the great ebb of water at the lowest tide ar c left for several 



186 


RSaiDGKCE IN SIAV. 


hours high and diy. It would be easy therefore, either to oon- 
struct a permanent channel navigable at all hours by vessels of the 
largest tonnage, or else a more simple method, and one attended 
with much less expense would be, to erect two pillars of stone or 
iron, whichever may be thought best, to indicate that part of the 
bank where the greatest depth of water may be had, and between 
these pillars, serving as beacon gates, any vessel may, in cases 
of emergeiic-y, run aground should the water be too low to pass 
over, and wait for a returning tide to float her into the river. 
Tliese pillars might he marked with figures indicating the depth 
of water, and from surveying which any vessel anchored in. the 
roadstead may, without the aid of a pilot, ai>d by a simple 
knowledge of their own draught of water, enter the mouth of 
the Mcnam ns tlie tide served. These pillars might be so 
constructed as to serve for light-houses during the night, and 
the original cost anil exj^nses of keeping them in repair, See., 
be amply rejiaid, and yield an abundant surplus, by levying a 
small toll on every vessel and junk that eutoveilthe river. A 
very eonvetiient and cmiiiaodfoUH dock-yanl, arid one in every 
way sheltered, might be oiisily constructed a few miles above 
Pakmau. And between that town and Paklo Belo, vessels 
arriving with cargoes damaged might land all the goods, 
have them wiu'olioused, and well-aired, and undergo whatever 
operations were necessary in very little moru than a week ; 
thus, at the same time that a valuable sliip and cargo 
would be saved from utter destruction, the local government 
would derive emolument from Uie tolls levied in the shape of 
dock and lightlioirso dues, &c., while luerchonta and private 
individuals would likewise reap benefit from wharfage, ware- 
housing, porterage, and many other indispensable expenses both 
incidental and necessary. Provision merchants would likewise 
drive a tlrriving trade, and be induced, under the milder sway 
of Chou-Foa, to form a branch establishment at Polo Obi for 
the supply of vessels bound to and from the Straits of Malacca. 
Many vessels would prefer, when the monsoouB admitted, 
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stocking their veaaels with poultiy and other requisites at Pulo 
Obi, though a little way out of their direct course, because 
the prices charged at Singapore are very exorbitant, the old 
saying in the Straits being that “ no one can open his moutk at 
Sinffapore viithout paying a dollar ! ” 

It is generally believed in Siam that the river Menam is, 
ioith the exception of the immediate neighbourhood of Yvihia, a 
deep and navigable stream, and one on which a steamer could 
with great ease ply to and fro, provided coal dei)6ts w’ere 
established at stations along the river side. What miues may 
exist in the unexplored interior is yet a mystery, but there is no 
reason to suppose that so vast an extent of territory is utterly 
void of these riches of nature, and possibly in the more northern 
provinces Coal strata may exist. If cidliors, however, find it 
expedient and profitable to carry coals from Newcastle round the 
Cape of Good Hope to Aden, thei-e is no reason why Siam should 
not hold out an equal inducement. When steam engines are there 
introduced, and steamers as well as steam mills, and eventtially, 

I liavo little doubt, railw.ays, are brought into operation, this 
navigation of the Menam would tlu-ow open a vast field to public 
enterprise, Ttiere is no reason to doubt tliat, yielding as the 
interior docs such a vast supjfiy of the sugar-cane, sugar factories 
and rum distilleries would quickly rise alongside the banks 
of the river. Tn the northern proviiiecs the mulberry tnw could , 
be cultivated to advantage, ami Siamese silk in a few years 
be brought to rival the produce of the China markets in Europe. 
Hero European machinery and steam-power engines would form 
an essential article of the Siamese import trade from Great 
Britain. If tea is successfully cultivated in Assam, thei’e is 
reason to hojie that its introduction into Siam would be attended 
with a like happy result ; and the coffee plant, which flourishes 
in all luxuriance on parts of the Malabar coast, might, at inland 
plantations, well irrigated by the Menam, arrive with care to 
great perfection. Indigo and cotton would be equally successful ; 
and if the gtitta-pereha— that treasure-trove of the Straits— 
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remained hidden from the inquisitive inquiries of specalative 
merchants, naturalists, and travellers, through a long series of 
jears, during which period the Straits may he said to have been 
in a com];)arative state of civilisation, and was at length revealed 
to the public through the medium of a young medical ofiBcer, we 
ore justified in supposing that a country inhabited wholly by a 
benighted people may have many valuable productions which may 
hereafter yield to the force of minute and persevering investigation. 

Few countries are richer than Siam as regards produce suited 
for and sought after in European markets, and few countries 
afford a wider field for the acquisition of wealth, as well as of 
useful and agreeable knowledge. Tlie facilities now afforded 
to enterprise are very great, and it would be much to be 
lamented that any other. European jmwer should forestall us in 
seizing such an adviuitageous opportunity. The wild beasts 
of the forest would siijiply us with very many valuable skins and 
very valuable ivory ; (lie trees Ihemselvcs yield a great variety of 
glims, and spices, and dyes ; the fields and banks of tlie river, 
rice, pepper, tobacco, sugar, spices, and eventually rai^ tea, 
coffee, and a vast sujiply of silks, both raw and manufactaitod. 
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UllING stay at Bangkok 
wlieu there was nothing whicli 
demanded our presence on the 
sjntt, and this was not unfre- 
qnently the case, Mr. Hunter 
used to make up pleasant little 
jiurties of pleasure, ou which 
occasions his 1)eautiful little 
cutter, the “Friends,” was put 
Tlie “ Friends ” was about 
tiiiiiy tons burthen, commanded by an ugly 
black little Siamese sailor that we commonly 
christened “Captiun Jack.” Captain Jack could 
speak a little broken English, and could sing one 
verse of “Buie Britamiia,” accomplishments of which 
he was not a little proud ; and nothiug was more insult- 
ing to his feelings than to address him in his own native dialect. 
His invariable reply to such an affront used to be, “Me speak more 
better Inglise as you speak Siamese,” a fact which I am con- 
stramed to confess was truth itself ; for, with the exception of 
Mr. H., very few of us could ever attain anything approaching 
to an efficient knowledge of that most barbarous tongue. 
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On one occasion when <here was a perfect stagnation in trade, 
and poUtica were cahnly reposing, a fishing urd shooUng ex- 
cursion was planned. We were to start from Bangkok in tire 
" Piiends,” and without any stoppages on the way, proceed direct 
to the mouth of the river, and sailing out mto the bay, run 
alongside of the “ John Panter,” a fine English bark, lying at 
anchor ofi' the bar, waiting a cargo of sugar which waa expected 
from the interior. The “John Panter” was commanded by a 
very estimable young Welshman, Captain Harris, and it was to 
pick him up and take him with us that we were to call alongside. 
The morning wc started from Bangkok was unpropitious in the 
extreme to our pltuis ami expectations of amusement ; it rained, 
blew, and thundered, but nothing could damp our ardour, and 
iu the midst of tliis brewing squall, much to the disgust of 
Captain Jack, who had to bear all the brunt of the af&ir, we set 
sail, and sped rajiidly down the river. The “ Friends ” had a 
ei7 comfortable cabin, with right commodious berths for pas- 
Mongcra, a tiiie long tabic, and seats all rouild it, formed by the 
locker, inside of wliioli the good tilings of tins earth — the edibles 
and drinkatiles — were caj-efully stowed away. The cahinrhad 
small windows or portholes all imund it, which made it nice and 
airy so long as we ■were in pretty smooth water ; but when the 
sea was at all rough, then these portholes were hermetically 
closed, and the cabin was quite in the dark, till the little' swinging 
globe was lit of an evening. It continued to blow and rain till 
past tlirce o'clock iu the afternoon, and then the “ Friends,” a 
regular little rii]>per for sailing, had made such progress, that we 
were iu sight of the little floating fortress of Paknam. The sun 
now shone out brilliantly, and the evening was fi'esh and cool, 
and everything around looked so pleasant and smelt so sweet, 
that our spirits were quite enlivened by the prospects of a very 
delightful jaunt. An-iving alongside the “John Panter,” 
was put to the vote and unanimously carried that we do sup 
and sleep on board of the “John Panter” that night, and 
next morning, after imbibing certain eoffeea, proceed on our 
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i»T piMlitifiii to ]^eon Island, one of a little group situated « fev 
irniW off tbe eastern shore of the gulf, or rather bay, and whi(di 
-was just discernible hrom the ship’s deck. The “Friends ” vaa 
anchored astern of the vessel, and a stout rope passed to her for 
better security should it come on to blow during the night. A 
very large quantity of guns and fishing tackle were now handed 
up and ranged in fiei-ce array against the vessel’s poop ; and 
whilst some tried to catch fish for supper from the fish that were 
sporting alongside, others tried their hands at knocking over 
gulls on the u'iug. Thus ike evening closed in, and about as 
many gulls were shot as fish were gulled, somewhei'e about 
half-ardozen. 

The next morning we started at about seven for Pigeon 
Island, and a very beautiful, liright morning it was. There was 
just a nice little land breeze sufficient to carry us rapidly 
through the wiiter, and the sea was so smooth and calm, that we 
could see the sandy bottom distinctly, and amused ourselves by 
watching the shoals of little fish that kept sporting about in the 
sunlight. Tliose who fished, met with very great success, and 
more tlian one of tliosc delicacies known in India ns pomphleUt," 
was hooked up for our breakfast. Tliere was no mistake about 
tbeir bciug fresh, for not five mimrtes elapsed from the time 
when they were sporting merrily in the water, before they 
were dished u{) for breakfast. No qualms of conscience with 
regard to their untimely end, started up, like a nightmare, to 
take the keen edge off our appetites, and under the kuully shade 
spread over the deck by the mainsail, the good tilings set before 
us rapidly disappeared. As the day advanced, the heat in- 
creased, and we were ultimately obliged to seek refuge in the 
“ Friends’ ” cabin. About one p. m. the cutter was hrought-to oft’ 
Pigeon Island, and then wc found to our consternation that the 
water had ebbed so low, that there was no possibility of reaching 
the shore before the next high tide, which might, or might not 
he in six. or twelve hours from that time. This was beyond all 
endurance, bo we determined, coiUe gui coSie, to get on shore if 
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we perished in the attempt. No sooner said than put into 
execution. taking off our shoes and stockings, away we 
started on this very ludicrous expedition. One foot out of the 
vessel and into the mud ankle deep ; immediately another foot 
out of the vessel, and the whole weight of the body brought to 
bear on the mud — kiice-deep in a second. A violent effort to get 
the right foot disentangled, a dreadful struggle to do ditto with 
the left foot, and this kind of work continued for nearly twenty 
minutes. The moment we stopped for breath, we felt ourselves 
rapidly sinking, .and would doubtless have sunk up to the neck, 
if we had halted long to repose oui^ulves ; and all this time with 
a heavy double-barrelled “ Manton” on one’s shoulders. With a 
broiling sun overhead, against the rays of which straw bats were 
11 poor iM'oteeti' in, and a nasty, cLamniy mud reaching above one's 
knees, our coudiLion was indeed ridiculously deplorable. But 
there was uo belji but to go a-bead as rapidly as one could ; and 
1 found that by rapid movements «'•' the legs I sank not half so 
deep in the clay as when 1 was ci-cepiiig alAig at a snail’s pace. 
Oh, tbiit iatcniiiiinbli.-, •wretched half-hour of misery ! The 
distinice from the boat to the shore 'was about a hundred and 
fifty yards ; and, Ibis lenglli of suffering completed, we reached 
the sandy beach, exhausted and faint, with feet and legs lacerated 
by sharp bits of shells and seaweed, and in the most filthy state 
of mud that the mind can picture. There, stretched at Tull 
length, under the sliade of a blessed old tamarind tree, our party 
sought repose, ■whilst the villagers, like a family of good 
Samaritans, brought us chatties (jar.s) of ■w’ater, which they 
threw over our feet, pouring water, iuid not ointment, into our 
wounds. This proceeding ivfresbiid us a little ; a glass ot 
TJodgsoii’s ])fllc ale refreshed us a little more ; iind, in about half 
an hour’s time, we were enabled to put on our stockings and 
shoes ag.ain, and venture into the village, where the head-man, 
•who had known Mr. Hunter through a quarter of a century, 
received and lodged us with great hospitality during the week 
that we remained at Pigeon Island. 



SCDNSBt OF FIGEON ISUNB. 

Pigeon Island is the Siamese name interpreted, but the name 
of the place in Siamese, I haye entirely forgotten, foiMhe reason 
that I never vras able to pronounce it. It was a name of about 
twenty letters, with hardly a angle consonant in it, something 
likeUioueuouauay — only not half so short. In a most delightful 
situation, fnll four miles distant from the nearest shore, this island 
had a reputation for being the healthiest spot in that part of 
tlie world. And the natives certainly gave ample proofs of their 
being in a state of pei-fect salubrity. Pigeon Island is only three 
miles in eii-cnmference ; hut of these three miles, there is hardly 
a foot of ground that is not devoted to agricultural purposes. 
Flowers grew in perfect hedges — ^the Cliina rose, the mtiliiipoo, 
or red-stalk jessamine, the sweel-smelling e.-wsi;)., and that most 
odoriferous of all odoriferous (lowers, the hell passion-flower ; 
these mingled their sweetness with the freshly-mown hay, and 
made the early hours of morning feel like moments snatched 
from paradise, such as the dojiraved mind of man could eonceive 
to have been the every-day enjoyment of Adam and Eve in tlieu* 
pristine innocence. 

Tlitt WAS spHrklin? on the loaf, 

Now with gtilAoii lii'lit! 

As nil ttiinpj Inlr aro hut too hrief, 

Sothene pure f;ems of night, 

Like tears fniiu huidc kind nngcl bIuhI, 
l^cll glistcMiingfnmi sliove; 

They mourned tlio night too (|uiukly fled, 

Ae we.iuuuni theme we love. 


Dut tKime, more happy in their doom, 
Amongst the fair fioweni fell ; 

And midst their sweetneas sought u toinb~ 
The rose and the bluo-bcll. 

These fondly In tlicir bosoms sought 
To nurture them awhile, 

But Life's with hldifen dangers fraught, 
Tho* Nature seems to smile. 

A thcmghtloss child, in sportlTe play, 
Plucked these fair flowers of moni; 

And so thetr hrlghtness passed away. 

As passes early dawn. 


0 
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iknd th»t> to flee the fruit trees bowed down with their kdi 
(yffining—Ae cashoenui and apple, the callacca and the bilifllhy-, 
the ramboteen and the Boor-flop, the custard apple and the 
pomegranate, and lastly, that prince of all earthly frnitfl, the 
mangoatein. This was a luxurious sight All the gifts of 
Heaven seemed blended together in this little island. At least, 
BO the birds seemed to say, for I am persuaded their hearts Were 
grateful and happy, or they never could have sung so sweetly 
as they were all singing that morning. Even the old thief of a 
crow, who was perched on the palm-tree close by the side of the 
house, and who was yesterday convicted by our host of a felony, 
even he, noisy old rogue that he generally was, had got hia 
head knowingly cocked on one side, evidently admiring the 
music of the other birds in sileut attention, at the same time 
that hia eyes were fixed upon our breakfast. Swanns of 
tiny little avrivats now arrive, and the confusion and noise 
they create pul a stop to the other songsterx Tliey are far 
all file world like eo many imbouilc old women who am 
labouring under the AVi'Ctcbed hidluciuatiou that they once had 
a daughter, a very virtuous young woman, who behaved very ill 
in after life ; and her ingratitude is the theme of their conver- 
sation and dreams for the rest of their lives. Hiese avrivats go 
over the same notes a hundred thousand times ; they must be 
repeating the same sentences over and over again ; and as they 
are so chatty upon this subject, depend upon it, it is scandal they 
are diecusHing. if they were not bo very beautiful in plumage, 
I shoTild be iueiiucd to believe in transmigration, and look upon 
them as sorrowing, defunct old maids. There is a frightful 
screaming in the air, of very many parrots bound on a thieving 
expedition to rob soma orchard. Noisy, little ficrce-looking 
squirrels, with their tails cocked up in the air, and stolen 
property between their fore-paws, are altcniately cranching a 
bit of some nut, and squealing defiance to one another. The 
melancholy, loving wociug of the turtle dove resounds from the 
distant little wood, and large flights of blue mountain pigeons 
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'trtttt w we mtut be upmsd d(^&g, find so we lefife Our bost 
to the enjoybeut of his otiam mm diff. in solitude, aid saunter 
^nmgh the rery jneturesque little lanes of the village. 

Ihe houses are Berated from each other, as they are 
eonneeted'vrith distinct little &nns, to each of which is attached 
a fruit, v^etable, and flower garden. There is no taste 
dii^la}^ in the arrangement of these, but Nature is very bonnti* 
ful, and there is a something extremely beautiful in the wild 
luxurioQS richness and [noftnsion with which the plants grow. 
Teiy little nurturing do they require from the hand of man ; 
the heavy dewa of night moisten the earth, uni add freah vigour 
to the sap of the trees and plants, and the heat of the aun 
reachea them only through the protruding canopy of leaves. 
Foultiy was abundant, eB))ecially ducks ; and as for China pigs 
and pigglings, there were as many as would Bup}iort a raiment 
of hungry soldiers for a month. Here also were milch cows 
and oxen, and bulls, and a few very unhappy looking sheep. 
The latter were quite a novelty to ns again, for in Bangkok 
they are never to be seen, and the man that asked for milk to 
use with his tea or coffee would be immediately set down as 
perfectly insane. There was a fine spring of water that made 
quite a little stream l)efore reaching the sea ; and on either side 
of this stream were erected the wooden habitations of the 
inhabitants. We entered several of the lionseB and found them 
exceedingly neat and clean ; the women were much prettier 
than the Siamese, and wore their hair in long tresses hating 
over their backs and shoulders. Tliey were principally Burmese 
by origin, wlio, having intermixed with Siamese, had become 
naturalised, although they still retained the costumes and customs 
of their native laud. Emerging from the village we came out 
upon the paddy, or rice fields, and leaving these to our left we 
skirted a rich pasturage ground, and entered into the little 
forest that has been permitted by the natives to stand, as it 
affords shelter for the cattle and the labourer during the intense 
heat of the hottest part of the day. 
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An incrediMe number of parrots Tvere perched on the banian 
trees^ devouring the species ol 'wild Indian fig that that tree 
produces ; but it was utterly impossible to distinguish them 
from the green leaves of the trees. Our only chance was to 
station oursclvea ro'ond the trees a few yards distant from them, 
and then one party gave a shout and thi-ew a lot of pebbles 
amongst the leaves ; this was the signal for a general scattering^ 
and as crowds flew out in every direction we had excellent sport, 
firing in amongst them, and many a hard bite, that made US howl 
again with pain, did we get in our attempts to capture the 
wounded birds alive. They had mch fearfully sharp heaks that 
unless we were veiy adroit in seizing them by the scruff of the 
neck, our fingci's were sure to suffer ; this was no easy job, for 
the parrots when they saw there was no chance of flight turned 
themsclveH upon their V)ackb and defended themselves with their 
claws and beak, fighting with great bravery for their liberty j 
but we soon found out a method of circumventing them by 
thnistiiig tho deatl birds foremost, which they immediately 
clutched fimily, and then we dropj^d them both together into 
the nicesses of a capiscious g.anie liag, that was carried by'^Ssptain 
Jack, and veiy proud and delighted the old fellow was attwing 
permitted to accompany us on this shooting expedition. Tofsards 
evening large flights of ))igeons, -u’hich had been feeding on the 
opposite coast, began to flock borne to their nests and roosting 
places in the islaiuls ; wc stationed ourselves at the extreme 
point of a narrow neck of land which ran out into the sea, and 
from this sjait we picked the jtigeons off as they passed over- 
head, and by nightfiiU Captain Jack had a pj-etty good burden 
to carry homo. Some days we amused ourselves in fishing 
and paddling out a little distance to sea, to a snug little cove 
that lay on one side of the island, where we let our lines over and 
caught what we could. Prawns and crabs were abundant at 
this island, but I never, either here or at Bangkok, saw anything 
in the shape of an oyster, or even a lobster. 

Thus about as pleasant a week as I had ever spent flitted 
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rapidly over our heads, and just as amusements began to get 
monotonous the time to which wo had limited ourselves was 
up, and leaving Pigeon Island and its inhabitants to their accus- 
tomed quiet routine of life, and the birds to the undisturbed 
possession of their haunts — for both had been sadly interrupted 
by our most unexpected invasion — ^we set sail for Bangkok one 
Saturday evening, and arrived there early the following Monday 
morning. 

Shortly after our return the “John Pan ter” was reported ready 
to sail for Singapore and Bombay. All were occupied in writing 
letters to be sent by this opportunity, and even ii is Siamese Majesty 
summoned his most leamerl scribes into )>is presence and made 
them concoct a despatch to his Exeelleney the Governor of Singa- 
pore (then the present Sir George Bonham), in which letter, after 
the usual moat aftectionate inquiries after health, &c., his- Majesty 
communicated some secret political information relative to the 
declaration of war against Cochin China, and begged for informa- 
tion and advice. This long despatch was put into about a doxen 
highly scented envelopes, of different colonrod satin, and then 
these were deposited at the bottom of a goodly-sized fine wicker 
basket — a basket about the size usually used for fruit — ^and then 
this basket, with the letters in it, was put into a large silk bag, 
highly decorated with flowers worked in silver and gold ; the 
ribbons at tlie top were thou drawn tight, securely closing the bag 
and both ends fastened together with sealing wax, and sealed 
with the large seal of state, thus preventing the jiOHsibility of 
any one getting an inkling of his Majesty’s state secretfl, save 
and except the Governor of Siugajwre, for whoso confidential 
perusal they were intended, I had charge of this letter from 
Bangkok to the outside of the bar, and the “Friends” was kindly 
lent me by Mr. H. to take me to the “ John Panter,” and bring 
me back again, and a pretty mess 1 nearly made. Captain Jack 
wan too valuable to Mr. H. to bo spared at all times, and on the 
present occasion the “ Friends” was entrusted to the charge of a 
man who did not exactly understand how to manage her. 
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Besides myself and the crew of the vessel, there was an nafarta' 
nate second mate of a Bombay ship lhat had lately arrived, and 
was at anchor outside the river. The poor man had been sent 
to collect some freight due to the vessel, and liaving comjdeted 
his job vras retuming with a handkerchief full of Spanish dollars 
in eitiier pocket of his great heavy pearjacket ; we had juet 
crosse<l the bar, and were within half a mile of the shippmg, 
when, seeing me bring up this extraoi'dinaiy letter bag, be b^ged 
permission to look at it, and whilst he was inspecting it aft, near 
the man at the helm, I, by a ludcy chance for myself, happened 
to go down into the cabin for something or other, when all of a 
sudden the “Friends” pitched completely on her beam-ends, 
and I heard the crash of something being carried away, whidt 
was instantly followed bya loud splash, and a cry of horror from 
the deck, On rushing up to see what was the matter, I found 
that the large main boom of the cutter had suddenly jibed, from 
the man at the helm barag, Vjy his bad steeriiig, luffed her up, 
till she was caught right aback with a stiff sca-breeae blowing 
at tlie time, au<l the boom, in the force of its swing, had knocked 
the poor second mate overboard, in all probabHily breaking his 
ribs with the blow. Whether or not the poor fellow ever rose 
to the water's surface again — and the great weight of money in 
his pockets was all-suffieicnt to siuk him like a stone — 1 net^ 
ascertained. AVe put the “ Friends ” al>out uistautly, and hove 
her to, close wlieiv he had gone down, for the spot was indicated 
by an eddy in the water, and hia straw bat floated close by. 
The accident had been seen from thh ships, and boats were 
immediately despatched to our succour, but all in vain. A sea- 
gull that had been hovering over the spot alighted where the 
eddy had ceased to mark the poor young sailor’s premature 
grave, and his hat was all that remained to remind us of him who 
had but so lately l>eeu our cheerful happy companion. I found 
the letter bag close to ttie tiller box, where, in all likelihood, the 
poor mate had thrown it to liberate his hands in his efforts to 
save lumself from his sad fate. 
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Onoe durii^ my prolonged sojoom At Bangkok 1 witnegBod 
A fire on ilie river rrhieb tlireAtened destruction to the whole 
dty, and all the ships and other craft in harbour. A great deal 
of cocoa-nut oil is consumed by the Siamese for cooking and 
other purposes, and generally speaking each house is provided 
with one or more large-mouthed jars full of this ingredient for 
hmue cuusumption, consisting of inflammable matter. As the 
houses are constructed, it cannot be a matter of surprise that 
fire as easily catches as it is difficult to be extiugoished. A 
careless party of boys who were fishing in the river by torch- 
light suffered the canoe to approaelt so near to some of the 
floating houses in one of those narrow little passages (which 
I have before alluded to as detrimental to the salulirity of the 
city, from the vast amount of filth there accumulated), that the 
torch ignited the thatched roof of one of the houses, which was 
instantly all in a Vdaze. Snatching away the torch from the delin- 
quent’s hand, who was wholly unaware of the mischief he liad 
committed, another of the boys made an effort to fling it into the 
water, hoping that it would be instantly extinguished, and thus 
leave no clue to the discovery of the perjjetrators of the deed ; 
but in the struggle that ensued between the first boy, who 
imagined himself insulted, and the one who had snatched the 
torch away, the latter, in flinging it from his hand, missed his 
footing, and falling hack into the water, sent the torch in an 
exactly opposite direction to what he had intended, and it, all 
blazing as it was, alighted on the roof of another house in the 
back row, and in less tlian two minutes a double row of streets 
was all in flames. The alarm of fire was instantly given by the 
Chinese junks in the harbour, who created a frightful din with 
tlieir gongs, assisted in the noise by the bells of the European 
vessels. The watts in the neighbourhood caught up the strain, 
and eventually the great watt of the white elcphaut sounded its 
huge booming gong, wliich is somewhere about the size of a 
large round table. The city, which a few minutes before had 
been hushed in peaceful tranquillity, was now the scene of the 
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greatest coiifusion and noise imaginable. There was the mur- 
muring of thousands of voices, that came stealing upon the eur 
like the roar of distant 'water ; lights were instantly seen moving 
in every direction ; vessels were weighing their anchors or 
slipping their cables, and sailing up the river in the Yuthia 
direction, so as to be out of reach of the fast-approaching 
flames. The fire was on the opirasite side of the water to our 
house, and appeared to us at. that time 'to be not far from 
the Portuguese consulate ; hut distant as it was, so bright were 
the flames, th.<it the whole place was perfectly illuminated, and 
we couhl plainly distinguish the smallest boat moving on the 
river. All the Europeans on our side of the river were assembled 
at Mr. Hunter’s wharf to witness this sad but grand spectacle, 
as also the Amcriciui missionaTies. One of these gentlemen, who 
was certainly never born to bo a soldier, evinced the greatest 
symptoms of alarm and terror, tli.mgh the fii-e was fully two 
miles away from us, .and on the other bide (.f the river ; but he 
had fifty horrid conjcciureB to make — that sdme ranuo, or boat, 
or vessel would eime oxer all in flames, and ignite our side, and 
then Jii.s comfortable house and nice furniture would be all 
burnt. In the midst of these and many other lamentations of a 
veiy raelanclnily character, somebody chanced to ask him where 
Mrs. It. (his wife) and his children -were. “Oh!" replied he, 
struck its it were ;dl of a heap ! “ well, I guess I quite forgot 
them ; 1 calculate they are asleep ; ’’ and with this exclamation 
he bolted into his house, and opening the bed-room door, roared 
out “fire! ’’ witli all ids might, and then bolted back to the jetty 
(wliarf) again, looking as pale as thongh he had ex^iected to find 
the wharf burnt down, and all means of escape cut off. His 
poor wife and childi-en, -who had been frightened nearly out of 
their wits, come tearing down to the jetty in the utmost alarm, 
and whcai the lady found the real state of affair's, .she rated poor 
Ik most soundly for his cowoi'dliuess, and for putting her into 
such an awkward predicament as to compel her to run out in 
what she called her she ntais^ (chemise). Tlie ladies of tire 
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party and the greater number of Yankees, finding there vas no 
immediate danger to be apprehended to their lives and pro- 
perties, caleulated that they would go to bed again, and 
accordingly went ; but as for brother R., no earthly inducement 
could prevail on him to return to his house. It was a grand 
sight indeed to see the swarms of people that lined the floating 
houates oil either side of the banks of the river for miles and 
miles ; and when the King in his state barge came rowing down 
tlie river, as is his custom on any similar calamity, then in truth 
it was wonderful to see the prostrate thousands iu attitudes 
similar to that of pra 3 'er, calling to the King to save thorn and 
their property from destruction, — as though his supposed celestial 
influence could arrest the fiery element in its direful progress. 
How seldom alas ! do we see so much fervour and devotional faith 
iu moru enlightened but thoughtless professors of religion. The 
Mahometan will strlctlj' follow up the oidmonco of Lis creed ; 
the idolator lie scrupulous in his prayers and offerings to the 
idol of his choice ; but the (Christian, with all the good intentions 
of religion about him, is too apt to forget his Creator and best 
Benefactor. 

Thus did this simple mid foolish people firmly believe that the 
interposition of their King was all-suflicieut to keep them from 
harm, and to make the efl'cet more impressive, the fu’c was 
almost instantly quelled by some of the court agents having 
resoi-ted to the simple plan of cutting away the moorings of that 
row of houses tiiat lay nearest to the flames, and these floating 
down the river, and kept off by men in boats with long poles, 
gradually gained the centre of the stream, when, being caught 
by tbe strong current setting in that direction, tliey were rapidly 
swept round a comer, and so disappeared. As for the flames, 
they burnt on till the lost bit of timber of the last house was 
fairly consumed; and tlien the gap occasioned by the water 
fairly quenched their mischievous ire, and all was dark night 
again. Even the Yankee was bold enough to venture back to 
bed ; and as for myself, I lay thinking over the events of that 
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aiglit. The distant cawing of crows warned me of the vfiptouk 
of day, and whilst meditating on the rash act of tmmiiig oat 
again, { tnmed over on my aide and so fell fast asle^ 

The monung after the fire we were all rather late at the 
breakfast table, discussing the probable amount of damage that 
had been sustained. An old Chinese merchant aasuxed us, that 
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beyond the loss of a few pots and |>nnB, no great detriment had 
been sustained ; and certainly eight days had not elapsed before 
the burnt houses had been replaced by gaudUy-painted new 
(mes. 

Shortly after the fire at Bangkok, we were subjected to a far 
more disagreeable nocturnal disturbance, which might have 
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toQuoated with loss of lifo and much hloodahed. Mr. Hunter 
happened to be abaent from Bangkok on some mercantile bnai* 
neaa, and in hie abaence a yeeael arrived from Lirezpocd, freighted 
vith Manchester goods, and bringing ua very many aeeessaiy 
additions to our household comfcots, in the shape of wine, beer, 
haras, oheesea, &c. &c., and last, though not least, an acquisition to 
our small society in the ehape of a young Englishman, a Mr. S., 
who had been in the West Indies, and had come to be manager 
of Mr. Hunter’s house. The crew of this ship were about as 
great a collection of ruffians as could be assembled together, and 
the v^ first Sunday after their arrivtil they managed to smuggle 
onboard a quantity of spirits, which one of them had very 
adroitly extracted from some of the newly landed barrels on 
shore. The natural result was, firstly, a great deal of hilarity ; 
and eecondly, a great deal of boxing, in whicli latter the master 
and captain came in for their share ; finally, the last drop having 
been drained, the most intoxicated man of the lot brought a 
pannikin on shore and filled it again, deliberately in the presence 
of ns all. Mr. H., the junior partner, upon tiiis accosted the 
man, and got grossly insulted in return. The servants were then 
summoned, and the jiilferer was by main force carried off to 
prison, and there locked up till he should be Bol)er. Tbo barrels 
were removed to a more secure spot, and the unconscious crew 
were eagerly waiting the return of their companion ; at length 
losing ail patience, they sallied forth in search of him, and great 
indeed was their indignation to discover that he was safely 
locked up in prison. They threatened to set fire to the house, 
and finding theu' menaces treated with contempt, they sallied 
forth in search of more ardent spirit, which they procured from 
the natives in large quantities, and when wound up to a perfect 
pitch of frenzy, they went on board and armed tbemselves with 
cutlasses and boarding pikes, determined at the cost of their 
lives to deliver their quondam friend from diu-ance vile. It 
'would seem that it was not the first time that such a rescue 
had been attempted at Mr. H.’s house in Bangkc^. Hie junior 
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partner waa quite an expert general, for, availing himself of the 
cruise the crew were having amongst the natives, he caused 
every grain of powder in the ship to be landed, and hid in his 
own warehouse, and, had time permitted, would have brought 
all arms away. It wns a moat unpleasant position to be in ; 
obliged to defend one’s life and property against a large body 
of drunken ruffians, who, at the best moments, were a plotting 
and murderous set ; and again on the other hand, incurring the 
risk of imbuing one’s liands with human blood, and the 
unpleasant results and reflections consequent thereon. Mr. 
H.’s house had a high w’all in front, wdth a strong gateway 
at either end ; these were duly closed and barred at sunset, 
and nothing but a sailor or a monkey could ever climb over 
them, Doi'kiiess set iu, aucl the junior partner summoning all 
his servants, told them to light a large wood fire under the 
wall on the inside of the garden, the house beuig kept in utter 
daikness, so that though we could distinctly discern all move- 
ments outside, tlio sailoi-s could see nothing of ua, and 
we tlius escaped being exposed to a shower of stones or 
missiles. About eight at night we were regulai’ly besieged 
by these intoxicated and infuriated seamen. II. warned tliem 
that the first man that climbed over the wall should lie shot. 
Little regfU'ding tliia threat, which they laughed at .and derided, 
they with one wild shout made for the W'all, and one man, 
unluckily for himself, more active than the rest, actually scaled 
it, and was in tlie act of dropping into the garden, when young 
n. presented his fowling-[>iece at him, and diking deliberate 
aim, fired. The gnus were loaded w'ith shot, but this was a 
secret knowui only to ourselves. Tlie loud report of the fowling- 
piece was followed hy the sound of something heavy falling to 
the ground, and immediately tlie cry of “ I’m shot," with heavy 
groans, filled the air. The crew, who were as dastardly as they 
were vicious, immediately retreated to the ship, leaving their 
fallen comrade to get away as he best could. The man, how- 
ever, smarting from w^hat he naturally imagined to be a death- 
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mnnd in the ohest, never attempted to stir, and Mr. H.’b 
servants carried him into one of the magazines, where he was 
piaced on a bed, and in the interval I was despatched to fetch 
the doctor. This was no easy job, as I had to climb over the 
roo& of houses, so as to avoid coming into contact with any of 
the sailors, and the doctor had, at the risk of bruising his shins, 
to come back with me by the same agreeable mode of travelling. 
The wounds proved trivial, and only skin deep; and next 
morning Mr. Hunter, on his return to Bangkok, had all the 
ringleaders Hn-ested, and sent them down in chains, on board 
a Siamese inan-of-waj', to Singapore, then' to vindicate their 
conduct a.s they beat could before Sir George Bonham, then 
governor of the Straits. The Prbiec Chou Faa. having heaid of 
our situation, veiy kindly came to our reaniie, but when he 
arrived evoi' 3 'thiug was at au end — the riot quelled — the piratical 
crew fast asleep, and the wounded prisoner safely locked up for 
the night. 

Tlus w!4a the last adventure I had at Siam. Soon after, 
Uie cholera again lu-ought desolation with it, and having had a 
slight attack I thought it safet«t~-aud this was also the doctor’s 
opinion — io decanip, which I did in the greatest hurry, leaving 
my friends and employment behind, and i)roceeding to Singa- 
pore as a passenger in the Bombay brig “ Kusrovie.” Thence, 

I visited reuaug once again, and finally, arriving at Madras on 
the 2iid .January, 1842, I quitted that rresidency and India 
on the 7th of February in the same year, h.appy to think 
that I, amongst the thousiinds in the East, had been spared to 
revisit my native laud again. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

A BBISF RKETCH OF THK HISTORY OF S1A». 

F the History of Siam previous to 
the visit of the French Embassy, 
in the seventeenth century, it 
is scarcely possible to obtain any 
Acc’urate paitienlars. Ihe Siamese 
tbcrnselv** pretend that their re- 
conis ^0 at) far\taek as the year 
1300 of onr era, at which time a 
king reigned, bearing the very hard 
and heavy name of Pra-Poat-houne 
Soarritep-fienBaratui Lonaniie Bopitrit Of him and his successors, 
for three hundred years, exceedingly little is known. The principal 
object which these various monarchs seem to have pursued, or, at 
all events, that to which their historians appear to have attached 
the most ira|X)rt,auce, was to huildnew capital cities, and transport 
the people tti mcuiie from the old towns to the new. What histo- 
rical or other facts may be concealed under this statement, it is 
somewliat di/Bcult to conjecture. Despotic as these kings of Siam 
always appear to have been, it is extremely improbable that 
they would be always desiring to change the seat of government 
out of mere caprice, nor could they exercise their power so 
effectually as entirely to depopulate the old towns. The king 
and his jjeople must both have wished for these removals, and it 
is highly probable that tire real history of that period would 
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diadow to RO iutonsting, though thej might be painful^ pictm»B 
of ioes of life, 1^ floods in Meuam, bj ravaging pestilenosB, 
and, moat probably, by both foreign and civil wars. The city of 
Ynthia was built imd made the capital by King Rhamstitondi, in 
tike year 1594, uid it remained the capital of the kingdom down to 
the close of the last century. During the period between 1300 and 
1594, it is said that twenty-six kings reigned, which would be on 
an average about eleven years to each reign, but what these 
kings did, whether they succeedetl each other quietly, whether 
they died natural or violent deaths, are circumstances which 
we of Europe will never in all probability kn<>w, or gain even an 
utea of, unless we choose to pin our faith to suth veracious men 
as Mendez Pinto. 

The first clear point that shows itself in their history is in the 
year 1568, when the country was invaded and made tributary by 
a Burmese king, named Mandanagri. This mcmarch seems to 
hare been a gi-eat warrior, for he extended his dominions as fex 
as the confines of China, and appears to have lived a Napoleon 
sort of life. The Siamese say that the invading army which 
accompanied him consisted of a million and a half of men, and 
.that so bravely was the capital city defended ag.uDst this mighty 
Lost, that it was only through the treachery of one of the 
inhabitants that the place was taken. The real truth would 
most probably give a very different estimate of the numbers of 
this army, and the mode in which Yulhia capitulated. It is 
worthy of notice tliat in this army were found two thousand 
Portuguese soldiers, well disciplined and accustomed to war, 
commanded by “the brave Don Diego Suanes." These troops, 
like the celebrated Scotch Le^on that served under Gustavus 
Adolphus during the thirty yeara’ war, were hired mercenaries, 
who doubtless contributed much to the success of the Burmese 
arms, but who, in all probability, would have fought as soon on 
the Siamese side if they had been offered higher pay. This is 
not the only instance where we meet Portuguese soldiers serving in 
the armies of the East in this manner. Don Diego Suonea seems to 
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wiliiagly 1 What state -was J apan in at the time ? Wete 
honest men, or were they the refuse and scum of society, to 
whom the lines of the poet might be applied — 

“ True patriots ibey, for be It audorstood, 

They left their eountry for their ooiintry’e good." 


Japan is and has long been such a sealed book to the nations 
of Europe, and its inhabitants have so long been regarded some- 
what as people who live on the world but do not belong to it, 
that one is rather surprised to find them here, for the second 
time, playing so prominent a part iu Siamese history. 

However, the Japanese disappear from the scene, and we are 
left to grope in the dark for some years ; until suddenly, like 
passengers emerging from a railway tunnel into the light of a 
sunny day, we find, in the year 1657, a king reigning under the 
title of Chau Naraya, during whose rt^igu occurred many of the 
events most iuterosting to us as Europeims, and who, from 
all accounts, was a mitn worthy of esteem and respect, and a 
(t'i’/iy deserving praise for justice, wisdom and humanity. He 
came to the throne when Siam was in a most unsettled state ; 
and scarcely had he commenced to reign, when revolts broke 
out in many parts of the country. All these be quelled with 
promptness and decision, and with little bloodshed. The priests, 
with whom his liboi’al ideas made him no favourite, entered into 
a conspii'acy against liiiu, and a plot was laid to assassinate the 
monarch while he was attending some religious rite in one of 
the temples. This plot was discovered, and the priests were 
killed instead of the King. This monarch is said to have had 
a nice vein of pleasantry, and to have enjoyed a practical joke 
amazingly. One iustauce of this kind is recorded. A certain 
high religious functionary, presuming, as men of his class are 
never slow to do, on the privUeges of his office, made some 
remarks to the King, one day, in a very insolent manner. His 
Majesty listened in silence, with right royal dignity ; and as 
soon as the conference was ended, he gave orders that a large 
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iMbooU) an Mt qf mischievoiu tricks, shcnild be sent, na ft. 
ptreeent from the King, to this insolent church official, with a 
polite request that the priest should keep the creature, treat it 
well, and allow it perfect fi^edom of action. The poor priest had 
%o alternative but to obey. The animal had not been many days 
in his house, when everything was thrown into ruin and con- 
fusion ; and the priest went to the King, imploring him to 
receive back the present. His Majesty very pleasantly said, he_ 
was s\irpruied at the request, and thought the priest must have 
very little patience when he could not endure the bad conduct 
of a poor animal for a few days, while he, the King, had to 
endure the bad conduct and the insolent treatment of thousands 
of his subjects every day in his life. 

It was during the reign of this King that that most extra- 
ordinary attempt was made by Louis XIV., of France, to 
convert him to Christianity, as well as to conquer his country. 
Tlie entire transaction, and the persons who appear in it, are 
tinged with so much romance, that, but for the undoubted 
authenticity of the story, it would be difficult to believe it. In 
the first place, we have Louis XIV., one of the greatest and at 
the same time most licentious monarohs of France, who, living 
in an atmosphere more redolent of scopticism luid more opposed 
to Christianity than at that time surrounded any European 
court, W!is yet filled with the greatest desire to be the means of 
converting to Christianity the princes of the East. In the 
second place, we have that subtle, powerful, unconquerable body 
of daring priests, the .Tesiiits, then in the full ardour of their 
missionary schemes ; schemes ostensibly for the purpose of 
spreading the gospel, hut virtually for bringing mankind under 
their absolute sway: a society with the uamt slender means 
doing the most daring and difficult deeds ; now sailing down 
some great unexplored river in America, and then teaching 
European arts to races of whose existence Europe had no know- 
ledge ; one year heard of as traversing the icy mountains and 
snowy plains of Siberia, and the next seen preaching the gospel 
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under « ‘burning equatorial sun. Onr earliert Soropain 
soeoontB of many of the nations of both the Eastern and 
‘Western irorlds are derived from their books ; and in few plaees 
where Euro]>ean civilisation has taken root, have traces of the 
Jesuits not been found, though in many cases they are remei:^ 
bered with other feelings than those of gratitude or good-will. 
In the third place, we have a Siamese monarch of consummate 
ability — more European, perhaps, than Asiatic in his ideas^ 
willing to cultivate the friendship of civilised foreigners, and 
anxious to induce them to settle in his kingdom. Pourthly, and 
lastly, wo hud a Greek adventurer from Cephalonia acting as 
prime minister to this King, and conducting his affairs with on 
ability and a success that would be deserving of the highest 
admiration, if they did not often display on utter disregard of 
principle and of truth. Tlie history of this man is worth 
knowing, both from its roroanlic character, and from the influ- 
ence that he exercised in S*iam, and over the destinies of the 
Jesuit mission sent by Louis XIV. * 

Gmstajitine Phaulkon, for so was the Siamese premier named, 
was the son of rcspectiililc peo])le in the island of Cephalonia, 
where he ■washom, in the, year 163(X At an early age he gave 
indications of his tiwte for a roving, vagabondish sort of life, and, 
when twelve years old, he left “liis father’s halls,” to make a 
voyage to England, in a iue.ruhaut-vessel. His friends were 
doubtless sorry to part -with the little boy, l>efore whom such an 
uncertain future seemed to lie. Little did they dream that young 
Ckinstantiiie would ultimately become prime minister to an 
Asiatic king of whom they had never heard, and director of the 
affiiirs of a kingdom whose geography was utterly unknown to 
the inhabitants of the Ionian Islands. Constantine arrived safe 
in England, and as he was a prompt, quick, intelligent lad, who 
walked about with his eyes always open and ever fixed on the 
nuun chance, he soon obtained some commercial employment. 
While in England be became a Protestant, whether from convic- 
tion or convenience does not appear, but most likely from the 
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kttei^ aa in aflnr yeaxa ha again becaana a Catholic. Ho'vrever, 
one thing led to another ; the young Greek prospered in the 
trorld, embarked in trade on his own account, add having made 
a little money, he bought a ship, freighted her with goods, and as 
was often the practice with owners in those days, he embarked 
m boartl his ship, and sailed to the East, on trading purposes 
bent, liow he doubled the Cape, what ports he touched at, and 
what were his ultimate views, are events that have gone, like * 
many others, without their record ; and the ouly clear fact that 
can be picked up about his voyage is, that his ship was wrecked 
at the mouth of the Menam, on the Siamese coast. The loss was 
great, but Constantine Phaulkon was ssved. Tfuil was a great 
fact. He apjieare to have staid sometime in the country, f(>r the 
next time he is met with, he is able to sjjeak the Siamese 
hotgnage, an accomplishim ut that in those days could only be 
acquired in Siam. We next find Oonstautiue again wrecked, but 
this time on the coast of Malabar, in India There, however, 
hefbuud comjuniuns in misfortune, and among them was, strange 
to say, a Siamese official, who had been wrecked on the same 
coast on bis return home from some embassy. What appeared 
a sad misfortune to Phaulkon. actually became to Lim the 
reverse. The Greek spoke Siamese well, and having saved 
a good deal from the wreck of his ship, he was able to carry 
the Siamese ambassador back to his own court. Phaulkon 
was leccived with great favoiur and honour, and was 
speedily elevated to the highest office in the state, next the 
King, an office which the Ertmch misBionaries found him duly 
filling. 

In these circumstances, so uniijue and so favourable, the plans 
of the Jesuits, for the conversion to Christianity of all Eastern 
Asia, were first put in force. Tlie country was divided at the 
Vatican, and bishops appointed with authority over the various 
districts. The natives of China, Cambogia, and Siam were 
profoundly ignorant of the good intentions of the Pope, nor 
would it have tended much to remove that ignorance, if they had 
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been told that FiancU Pallu, Mi de la Motte Lambert, andlgnettnij. 
Cotolendy were coming to their respeetive territories, with the 
titles of Bishops of Heliopolis, Berytus, and Metellopolis. These 
three bishops were Frenchmen, as Louis XIV. wished that the 
honour and glory of the enterprise should be associated with 
France and his own name. In the year 1660 these priests arrived 
in Slam. They were exceedingly well received, and great favour 
was shown to them by the King, who gave them a piece of land 
on which to build a church. But all their efforts to convert the 
monarch failed. He listened patiently to all they had to say, did 
not dispute any points with them, but usually wound up the 
conference by the quiet remark that, " the Christian religion was 
good, but his religion was just as good.” The Jesuits, however, 
soon mastered the language and opened schools, three of which 
they had in successful operation at one time. For about twenty 
years the Jesuits laboured hard in their vocation, and inti-oduced 
m;aiy of the arts of Europe into the country. The King became 
so pleased with them, and the country froifi whence they had 
come, Ihiit he sent an embassy to the court of Louis XIV., who 
was highly flattered by such an attention, and immediately sent 
a rotura embassy with splendid presents. Two years afterwards 
he sent another, with moi'e priests, and 500 soldiers, and this 
time there appears to have been some intention of conquering 
the Country. 

The second embassy, sent by Louis XIV. to Siam, was headed 
by the Chevalier de Ghaumont and Father Tachard, ^^and 
embraced five vessels — Ije Gaillard, 62 guns ; L’Oiseau, 46 ; 
La Loire, 24 ; La Normandie and Le Dromadaire. It left the 
port of Brest on the Ist of March, 1687, at seven o’clock in 
the morning (the old Jesuit chronicler liked to be rather 
particular in some things), and the ships, after a tedious voyage 
round the Cape of Good Hop^ cast anchor in the Menam on 
the 27th day of September, having thus occupied on the voyage 
above six months. The Siamese Ambassadors, who returned in 
these ships, as soon as the anchor w*as dropped demanded to be 
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p;ut oa ehfflK) in order that they might, 'without the elij^teet 
dfilay, rooder their accounts to the King, as, according to Siamese 
etiquette, i^ was necessary that they should have an audience 
with the King before they were even permitted to epter their 
own houses. The first officer of their own country they met 
asked them of course about the objects they had seen, and they 
stated, with truly orieutal exaggeration, that they bad seen 
angels not men, and that France was not a kingdom, but a 
world. They described in the most pompous and poetical 
languiige the grandeur, the richea, the politeness of the French 
people, and tears flowed down their cheeks when they spoke of 
the manner in which they had been recei^ ed,and of the civilities 
that had been profusely bestowed upou them by the great 
monarch who then ruled Frunee. When thcj' went to make 
their rejjorts to the King, his Majesty, in the true Eastern style of 
taking matters, coolly and calmly, ordered the senior ambassador 
to attend him every day at a certain hour, and then deliver bis 
report in the form of consecutive lectures. In this easy manner 
— easy for the lecturer — easy for the audience — and quite in the 
fashion of “the thousand and one nights,” did the King of Siam 
receive Lis Ambassador’s reports resi)ecting a great coantry and 
a mighty nation, that were at the time leading the civilisation of 
the world. ' 

When the ambassadors arrived, the King was engaged in 
hunting, but he left his e}x>rl specially fur the purpose of 
receiving the Frenchmen. The game he was in pursuit of was 
the elephant^ an amusement in which his successors do not 
appear to have extravagantly indulged. The woods that formed 
his hunting grounds contained elephants twelve and thirteen feet 
in height, few of them being under ten feet, and all, according to 
the Rev erend Father Tachard, whodescribesthemwith uncommon 
piquancy, the most furious of beasts when enraged, and the most 
dangerous to hunt Besides them, there were the rhinoceros, an 
animal said to be lees dangerous than the elephant and the 
tiger, of enormous size, but more easily kiUed than either of the 
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othen. The £tat interview with the King was n ittere ibmiAl 
huBinegB, attended with the usaal ceremonieB, and atv^ich th* 
ehief feature waa a grand, eloquent speech, made in i^rench, amd 
tumdated to the King. The Jesuits who accompanied die 
mission had shortly after an interview with the King, and their 
spokesman, this same Father Tachard, told his Majesty that 
they, the Jesuits, bad suffered much pain, and endured much 
grief, in leaving the King of France, their friends, and their dear 
country j but that this pain and grief had been sweetened 
by the lioiie that in Siam tliey would find the great King of the 
East — ^that they would find friends, and receive the royal protec- 
tion. The benefits which his Siamese Majesty had already 
conferred on them, day by day, since their arrival, had made 
them forget all the fatigues of their long and painful voyage, 
and that they now wished, its their deai-est desire, to employ the 
rest of their lives in understanding the tangnage of the eosntiy 
—in conununicatiug to the Siamese jieople a knowledge of the 
arts and sciences of Europe, and, above all, a’ knowledge of the 
true God. I’his speeoh was accompanied with presents of 
astronomical instruments, which were graciously redUMsd by 
the King, and the use of which he requested the Jesttits to 
explain. Re said to them, however, very judiciously, that 
perhaps they would not find success in the principal object 
of their mission so easy as they hoped, hut that patience always, 
in time, com^uered even the greatest olwtacles. This audience 
lasted two hours, and would have been still farther prolonged 
had not the King been obliged to cut it short in consequence of 
his then suffering from an attack of rhenmatism. 

Things went on for some time very pleasantly for the French. 
They were treated with great respect and distinction by the 
King, and were appointed to important offices under him. They, 
in general, seemed to like the new country, in which they had 
been so well received, but, after a time, they began to show 
BymptMiiB of an insolent and a haughty spirit that ultimately 
led to their ruin. There was, however, one exception in the 
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pttsoti the Cotmt de l^rbin, a bltint, stoai^tforward, h(Aett 
aaaior, vho voTild not be hood-winked by the clever Phaulkon, 
and who saw clearly enough to what issue affiiirs were tending. 
He accepted, with great reluctance, the office of “Adinirtd and 
Generalissimo of the Forces of Siam ; ” and, though the King 
ehowed great regard for him, the candid sailor could never dis- 
simuIaU; his real feelings of melancholy and uneasiness. One 
day, the King happened to rally him on his conduct, and inquired 
the reason of his apparent unhappiness. The sailor answered, 
that “ he esteemed himself very happy to be in the King’s 
service ; ” but he ground his teeth at the same time, clearly 
intimating that his reply was a mere piece of etiquette to which 
ho was obliged to conform. This comluct gave, as might hc 
supposed, great offence to the King, and, as a matter of course, 
to the King’s courtiers. 

Meanwhile, the intriguing and wily Greek, Constantine 
Phaulkon, was making all parties instruments in carrying out 
his own deep designs. He kept the King diverted and in good 
humour with the displays which the sava?ia, who accompanied 
the embassy, could so well make of European science and 
learning, and with hoijeful visions of the greatness to which the 
empire would rise by the Introduction of European arts. He 
fed the Jesuits by constant hopes of success in their great object 
of converting the King to Christianity ; and he satisfied the lay- 
men of the expedition by places and emoluments, and prospects 
of riches, from the great wealth, as he represented it, of the 
kingdom of Siam. 

But the aspect of affairs soon changed. Chaumont returned to 
France, where he arrived in 1688, just at the time of the English 
revolution of that year, and leaving behind him in Siam the 
elements of a revolution more sanguinary, and as important in 
its results to Siam as that of 1688 was to England. Phaulkon 
found the King determined not to embrace Christianity, and 
as he could no longer cmiceal this fact from the Jesuits, he 
was obliged to communicate it to them in a letter ostensibly 
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from the King, but evidently the compoaition of Fhanlkon hiin-r 
aelf. Thia letter area couched in anch terms as to cause the oob- 
fidence of the Jesuits in the prime minister to be greatly ahakepi 
But a more serious cause of apprehension soon appeared in the 
growing enmity of the nobles and the people generally, The 
haughtinesa and insolence of the French had gone on increarang 
until the nobles became alarmed for their own influence. They 
saw a body of strangers, superior to themselves in all kinds of 
knowledge, but more especialty superior in the art of war, 
holding high offices in the State, and enjoying the confidence of 
tie King. ' They felt not only that their own po wer was weakened, 
but that those strangers, in all probability, if allowed to go on 
unchecked, would ultimately become znasteis of the kingdom. 
But the time for open action had not arrived, aud so tliey;|rere 
content to “ bide their time.” 

The first open symptom of diwsontent came from Johore. 
Johore is the name of a small state at the extreme point of the 
Mu.lay pcuiusula, aud at this time its Kiut; was tributary to 
Siam. Ill all probability, the King neither knew nor cared any- 
thing about the French ndvoutururs aud their doings in Siam. 
His interest in the matter merely resolved itself into the problem 
of how he could escape paying bis yearly tribute. But there 
were foreign influences nt work on the King of J ohore. The 
Dutch bad, from the very first, watched with great jealousy the 
proceedings of the Frcuch ; and, having settlcmeuts near the 
Johore temtory, they persuaded the King to send envoys to 
the King of Siam, offering the services of his troops to extermi- 
nate the strangei-B from the land. But this offer was rejected 
with indignation ; and it was with great difficulty his Majesty 
of Siam could be lU'rvented from causing the heads of the 
envoys to he cut off, contrary to all usage either in civilised or 
barbarous lands. 

Soon after this, an event, known in Siamese history as “ the 
revolt of the Macassars,” occurred, which hastened the 
revolution, of which the French had sown the seeds. The 
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■toiy connected with this revolt gives us another carious, bat 
nnsatisfiictory, glimpse Into the otherwise dark history of many 
of these eostent lands. Celebes, a large island of a most curioUs, 
Irregular shape, situated to the east of Borneo, contains a district 
known by the name of Macassar. Tlie K'ing of Macassar had 
been dethroned by the Dutch, for some reason which does not 
appear, but most probably because it happened at the time to 
suit their own purposes. The sons of the detlironed monarch 
sought and obt<uned a refuge in Siam, which, at the time, was 
quite an asylum for foreigners in distress, seeing that it likewise 
had welcomed three princes of Cliumpa, a neighbouring state. 
These refugees brought with them nuaiy foreigners in their 
train; and, instead of reciproenting the benefifs tliat the King 
showered on them, they entei-ed into a conspiracy to dethrone 
him ; to proclaim a younger brother, a mere boy, as his suc- 
cessor j and, under his “ phantom crown,” to rule the kingdom 
of Siam. They also had religious objects in view, for they were 
led by a Mahometan priest, and intended, as soon as they were 
strong enough, to odor tlie inhabitants the usual alternative 
— death or the Koran. But their conspiracy was fortunately 
discovered. The French were called in to put it down, and, 
after some severe lighting, (for the liistorians of the day say 
that the Mac.'issars fought with ferocious bravery,) it was put 
down. 

Ihe noble.s, however, were soon in a position to unmask their 
designs ; and after a series of intrigues and skirmishes, they 
succeeded in driving the French from the country, the King was 
dethroned, and Constantine Phaulkon suffered a most ignomi- 
nious and cruel death. A new dynasty ascended the throne, 
and possessed it for about eighty years. During that time Siam 
appears to have had little intercourse of any kind with foreign 
nations. The country was, however, greatly torn by civil wars, 
which weakened it to such an extent that the Burmese, thinking 
it would fell an easy prey, invaded Siam, advanced as far as 
Yuthia, and would most probably have succeeded in subduing 
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the whole conntiT', had not their King, who was leadii^ the eamj 
in person, died. 

In 176S, another Burmese invasion took place, whidh was 
suceessfoL Yuthia was taken, the King killed, and tlie princes 
and princeescB carried into captivity. The Biameee, however, 
rose as soon as the Burmese general left, and, headed by a chief 
of Chinese descent (who proclaimed himself King), again 
established the iudeimdence of their country. This King 
removed the capital to Bangkok ; but though the early years of 
his reign were marked by justice and wisdom, the latter were 
characterised by frightful acts of cruelty. A rebellion took 
place, led by one of the generals, in which the King was 
dethroned and killed, and the successful general reigned in his 
stead. Another Burmese invasion took place iu 1786, but this 
time it was unsuccessful ; and since that time the Siamese have 
been engaged in no foreign war of any consequence. 
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EECENT EMBASSIES TO SIAM. 


HE Portugu^sp, it would ap- 
1*1 iir, ^ere tLe liM Europpwt 
]>co]>l iiiat Imd intercourse 
u ith Lite SiiitucHf. An enter- 
priam^ uiition, w ithout many 
iivala, 'aho had dkcovered the 
aa^ to India by the Cape of 
Good Hope, was not likely to 
rest contented with one or two 
spltlenient'!i on barren inlands, 
when the whole wealth of the 
oldest part of the old world 
seemed opened up to them Their b(i,tleiiipnfs were admirably 
chosen, whither on the isle, of Ormuz at the mouth of the Fersiun 
Gulf, or on Goa oft the coast of Malabar, Their trade extended 
to all the islands in the Eastern seas, and their ]>ower and fame 
were undoubtedl) veiy gieat among all the nations of the East ; 
for, as wo saw in the jirevious chapter, their fiiendship and 
alliance were courted by the Siamese kings, and viJuahle trading 
privileges offered to them. The Dutch also had, from an early 
period, considerable intercourse with the Siamese ; but the pro- 
ceedings of the French appear to have, and very naturally, 
alarmed the Siamese, and given rise to that jealouB feeling 
against, and dread of, Europeans, that form the greatest obstacles 
to commercial intercourse with them. In the early history of the 
European power in the East, the native inhabitants appear not 
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as hostile and jealous, hut rather as friendly and unaasf>eeting j 
anxious to give the strangers, in whom they acknowledged 
many points of supenority, a friendly welcome, and to turn 
those points to mutual advantage. But a closer acquaintance 
with the European character led to a change of this policy, 
The Asiatic soon saw in his pale-faced brother of Europe a 
soldier as well as a trader ; an ambitious diplomatist as well as 
a clever merchant. That power, derived from force of character 
and strength of mind, which the men of the East saw in the 
men of the West, became a suspicious quality to be guarded 
against. The inferior race felt its inferiority, but its Asiatic 
pride ordered it not to succumb. Nor did the actions of the 
Europeans in any way tend to diminish this feeling. The usual 
acts of their power were three : first, they got a factory ; 
second, a fait ; and third, they became the ruling power. In 
India, and all along the eastern islands, this epitome of their 
hifctory was illustrated by evample o’owding after exarqple, 
which had a striking effect on those jiriuces'who were yet in a 
position to reject an alliance that seemed, through the iiifioence 
of some infallible and irresistible fittc, to lead to national degra- 
dation. Tu Siam, and the more eastern countries, this idc.a was 
fostered by the numbers of Chinese merchants who had found a 
home, and who were living liaudsomely on the fruits of that 
commerce which the Europeans desired to share, if not to mono- 
polise. But these Chinese emigrants were in a very different 
position from that which would be occupied by a body of 
emigrants from Europe. The laws of China prohibit emigration. 
"When a Chinaman leaves his country, he ceases to have any 
claim on his govenimcut ; aud when he settles in a foreign 
laud, it is usually, not tu get rich as fast as he can and then go 
home, but to live aud die ; to marry a wife of his adopted 
nation j and to become, to all intents and purposes, one of that 
nation himself. But with Europeans the cose was diflerent. 
The emigrants never forgot their coimtiy, and their country 
never forgot them. The Chinese might be injured, robbed, and 
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mufdered, «nd thd Chinese Government would not inteifhre) 
but iqjttty to a European subject was welcomed by his country 
as an excuse fur a demand for redress, if not a declaration 
of war. ' 

If, therefore, we find these eastern nations hard to deal with 
now ; if we find them jealous, cunning, and deceitful, and dis* 
posed to look with suspicion on even our most sincere offers, let 
us always remember the lessons they have received, the eixam- 
plea to which they can pouit, and the long bill of indictment 
they can run up against every nation of Europe that has 
attempted, by force, fraud, or fair dealing, to make settlements 
in the East. Even in oiu* own day f-tu-b examples have not 
altogether ceased ; and any Chinaman might overset tlie 
entii'e object of a mission Siam by repeating and applying, 
mniatU miiandis, the expression of a ‘ worthy member of tlie 
House of Commons, that “the English had been appointed by 
Divine Providence to be the rulers of India.” Whether this 
right be claimed by Iho English people or the English Crown, 
the Chinaman would not have muck difficulty in showing by 
examples that it was a “right divine to govern wrong.” 

In 1821 a British embassy wna sent to Siam under the care of 
John Crawfurd, Esq., by the GovernoiM ieneral of India, then tlie 
Mai'quis of Hastings. The embassy was intended likewise for 
the King of Cochiu-Ohina, whose dominions border those of the 
King of Siam. The instructions given to Mr. Crawfurd were 
both judicious and minute, but it unfortunately hapjiened that, 
in addition to the ordinary difficulties of dealing with a proud, 
jealous king, and cunning, deceitful courtiers and subordinates, 
his task was rendered doubly difficult and complex, by em- 
bracing subjects both of a commercial and political nature, the 
latter involving at the same time the authority of the King of 
Siam over a tributary subject, and the character of Britaiu for 
hospitality. 

Tliis political questiou hampered and embarrassed the whole 
negotiation. It might be doubtful whether a favourable result 
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would have beoi obtained had this question not existed, but 
most certainly, so long as this question xemiuned unsettle*^ « 
successful result was not to be hoped for. The s&ir in itself 
was peltry enough. The Kings of Queda and Fera, two petty 
states in the peninsula of Malacca, that are little other than a 
narrow strip of sea coast, scarcely extending, when put together, 
through three degrees of latitude, had in some way or other 
embroiled themselves with the King of Siam, to whom they 
were tributary, and had sought the protection of the (rovemor of 
Prince of Wales’ Island. The English Governor tried to mediate 
in the dispute, but the only conditions to which the Siamese 
King would listen were, that the two tributary monarchs should 
make their appearance at Bangkok, and be dealt with according 
to tbeir offences. This was a course which these miserable 
creatures, with the title of king, had too great a regard for their 
own precious persons to pursue ; and, accordingly, the Siamese 
King was Milt more inecused. 

Mr. (Vawfurd had re|>i‘al.ed interviews, corAucted with great 
regard to Sianieae eti<pi»>tt*!, before the real business of the 
orabaasy could be entered (ui. Tin- first of these was with the 
Governor of I’aknam, who invited the members of the embassy 
to an excellent repast. At this banquet, one person was present 
uhosc company had not been calculated on. About the jieriod 
of Mr. Crawfurd’a leaving Calcutta, or about fire months before 
the day on which (hey were then <luiing, the Governor of Fak- 
iiain, brother of their present host, had departed this life, and 
his body, “ lying in a cofiiu, coverwl with tinsel and white cloth, 
and a profusion of aromatics,” was placed behind a curtain in 
this dining-room, waiting for such burial ns it is custoraaiy for 
the Siamese to give their dead. The host did not, however, wish, 
like the ancient £!g}pti.an8, to point a moral and remind his 
guests thiit “ they were dust, and unto dust they must return,”' 
but the body was there to fulfil a certain number of days of lying 
in state, and the Englishnten would have been ignorant of its 
presence, if they bad nut, like all other curious observers, wanted 
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to know what there waa “ behind the scenes.” After this banquet 
was finished, a perfect battery of questions, many of them most 
impertinent, if not offensive, was opened on Mr. Crawfurd by 
the Governor, the aim being to ascertain the real obj^ of the 
mission, and to get a knowledge of the presents that had been 
brought to the king from the Governor-General of India. About 
these presents, a most avaricious spirit was displayed ; a list of 
them was demanded, and this was com]>ared with the presents 
sent on shore, and disputes constantly arose about alleged 
discrepancies between the list and the articles. 

The second interview was uith the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
whose questions were similar to those of the Governor of Paknam, 
but leas rude and impertinent. Then followed an interview with 
the Crown Prince, in which a whole host of questions were put 
and answered. The fourtli interview was to lie with the king 
himself, and the 8th of April, 1822, was fixed as the eventful 
day. Mr. Crawfurd had thus been fifteen days in the country 
before he was permitted to see the king. Tlie interview was 
attended with ceremonies similar to those described in tbe 
preceding pages ; questions were put .and answers given, and 
it ended in the abrupt manner usual with Siamese kings. 

It was eight days after this interview with the king, ere any 
attempt was made on the part of the Siamese to give Mr. 
Crawfurd an opportunity of entering on the real business of the 
mission. The first interview resulted in nothing. The Siamese 
Minister was told that the English “ wished the imposts upon 
European commerce at Siam lightened, and the intercourse 
rendered in all respects so free and fair as to make it agreeable 
to both parties.” This was immediately met by the demand 
that not less than four ships should come yearly to Siam ; the 
reosou assigned for this being that two years previously a com- 
mercial treaty had been made with the Portuguese, in which the 
import duties were reduced from eight to six per cent. ; but no 
Portuguese ships had since that time come to Siam. Six days 
afterwards, a second interview took place, which lasted from 
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nine to twelve o'clock at night, and which tnrned ohiefly on the 
security for the persons and propeities of British sulgects 
resorting to Siam, a security which the Siamese were unwilling 
to guarantee, saying, veiy truly, that British subjects in Siam 
roust submit to the laws of the country. Twelve days after this 
intimation came that the negotiation must he further postponed 
in consequence of all the great officers of state being engaged in 
arrangements for removing the king’s residence from one part 
of the palace to another! His Majesty having been safely 
removed, a third interview was held with his chief minister. 
Tlie chief point insisted on by the Minister at this interview 
w'as the king’s right, through his agents, to select such goods from 
trading vessels as he thought proper, and offering for them his own 
prices. Should the captain refuse to sell at those prices, none of 
the king’s subjects dare buy at higher rates, and the alternative 
usually was, either to accept the king's prices or to depaM 
without effecting a sale. In cither case tlje voyage would be 
attended with a doci»ied loss. This, of c/mrse, Mr. Crawford 
strongly objected to, a.'i it must evidently check commercial 
enterprise, to say nothing of its obvious unfairness. But free- 
trade is unkuoAvu at Siam, and the king, through his minister, 
naturally refused the slightest concession on this point. Here 
the mission may l)e said to have terminated. While such a 
privilege remains, and is nsserted, no foreign nation can have 
any eucomagement to trade with tho Siamese. A visitation of 
the cholera and the amval of an embassy from Cochin-China, 
.again intenupted the negotiation; but it might liave ended 
here. At the next interview the political question was discussed ; 
and at the next after that ; the feeling displayed on the subject 
by the Siamese being so strong as to compel Mr. Crawfurd to 
use language “ such as a Siamese minister could not have been 
much accustomed to.” The negotiation dragged its slow length 
along for a few more days, and only resulted in a vague promise 
on the part of the king to give English trading ships all the 
encDurngemeut in his iwwer. 



AUEBICAS EMBASai. 


337 


The lAst embas^ to Siam of any note or importaace vds that 
&}m the United States of America, under the charge of 
Hr. £liot, ihaSnvoj. The "Peacock,’* American sloop of vor, 
which had then been for several years cruising on a scientific 
and exploring expedition in the Eastern Seas, was, one fine 
morning, quite unexpectedly, rejtorted to have anchored off the 
Par of Siam, much to the delight of the Europeans resident at 
Eangkok, especially the American missionaries, and not a little 
to the discomfort of the Siamese, who looked upon these visits^ 
tions from meu-of-war as neither more nor less than the precursor 
to a general invasiou of their countiy, and considered tlie officers 
and men of the expedition as so many spies, who, under the plea 
of scientific acquirements, were, laying plans and devising schemes 
for the easiest and most effectual method of sul>duiug the empire. 
Not a leaf was plucked or a atone picked up by the curious and 
learned that accompanied the expedition to add to their stock of 
miueralogical and botanical curiosities, but the act was attri- 
buted to some ainisler purfjoses. Kegularly paid and'enlisted 
spies dodged their every movement, and reported proceedings 
regularly .at head quarters. The reception of the mission was 
barely civil, and exacted only so much respect as was inculcated 
by a wholesome dread of consequences, .and the fact of a vessel 
of war, well armed and equipped, being actually on the spot, 
ready at a moment^s warning to vindicate the honour of the 
American flag. Many tempting propositions were made by the 
Envoy in his endeavours to persuade the Siamese Government to 
swerve a little from the cold and rigid formalities attendant on 
the then existing treaties between Siam and other European 
Powers, and Brother Jonathan strove mightily and warily to 
ingratiate the officers of state, so that their influence might tend 
to facilitate pending negotLations ; but oh was in vaiif. Gifts 
and civilities were received and retuiged— assurances given 
and ffiith pledged tliat the amelioration of the interests pf both 
parties should be always a weighty consideration ; but fhrther 
than this, nothing could be effected. No ratified treaty or 

q 2 
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written docoment could l)e obtained ; and the " Peacock *’ sailed 
again, taking wdth her the Envoy and his party ; the officers 
highly delighted with the many pleasant hours they had passed 
in the society of European friends, both in following up the wild 
sports of the East and in the more social enjoyment of dinner 
parties and picnics ; but the diplomatic portion of the eapedi- 
tion sadly chagrined to think tliat all their efforts for the 
bettering of American traffic bad been as futile and void of 
success 08 all the like embassies had heretofore proved. 
Oysterlike, the Siamese King vastly preferred being entirely 
dependent for all the comforts and luxuries of this life upon the 
resources that were enclosed within that shell — ^hia own kingdom. 
It remains for England — the most enterprising country in the 
world — to penetrate into the heart of an unknown country 
abounding with unheard-of rc.sourecs, and rich beyond compu- 
tation, and there lo establish a timi footing for trade, and one 
which will open << the ports of (j'reat Britaip and of our vast 
Indian Empire additional markets for our manufactures, and 
new and rich fields for our trade. 
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SIAMESE SOXGS 


HEN Loubere visited Siam in 
16B7, be reported — “I could not 
get a Siamese song well trans- 
lated, so different is their way 
of thinking from ours ; yet I 
have seen some pictures, as, for 
example, of a pleasant garden, 
where a lover invites his mis- 
tress to come. I have also seen 
some expressions which, to me, 
appeared full of gross immo- 
Kility, although this had not the 
same effect in their language. 
But besides love-songs, they have, likewise, some historical and 
moral songs : I have heard the I'aijayeurs sing some, of which 
they made me to understand the sense. Some have told me 
that one of the brothers to the King of Siam composed some 
moral poems, veiy Idghly esteemed, to which he himself set the 
tune." 

I am able, however, to give translations of two songs, which 
will give some idea of what these pi^uctions are among the 
Siamese. 
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THE BOATMAN’S SONG. 

An amorous Siamese swain, stricken with the charms of 
some black-toothed damsel, has comiwsed a song which is 
much in vog\ie amongst the boatmen class, and which being 
translated is, to a foreigner’s ears, almost as charming as the 
Nigger Song of “tfe Boatmn Dance'' and infinitely less melo- 
dious. The maiden’s name is Chin, one very common amongst 
Siamese and Burmese. 

A happy and reckless youth I am. 

As I ply my boat on the deep Menam ; 

My song shall end, and my song begin, 

In praise of thee, my darling Chin. 

Ghoru». 

Begin with the head, and end with the toes : 

My praise shall be strong as the tide that flows. 

Who that has seen has e’er forgot 
Thy pretty hair tied in a sweet knot ; 

And prettier siill thou the tuft of hair 
Thy brow, unwrinkled by grief or care. 

Cho, — Bc^in with the head, &c. 

The eyebrows black, Pm sure that each 
Is as shiny as any fine healthy leech : 

No elephant, white, black, short, or tall, 

Can boast of such eyes, so loving and small. 

Cho . — Begin with the head, &c. 

As for thy no.se, I’m certain that 
None other has one so wide and flat : 

And the ebony’s bark, in its core beneath, 

Was never so black as thy shiny teeth. 

Cho , — Begin with the head, &c. 
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Gomplexioa of gold, aod a It^h cheekbone, 

Such f reaaures with pride ^ronld a princeaa ovm. 
Bight proud am I to woo and win 
Snch a lovelj bride as my dariing Chin, 

(jha , — Begin with the head, &c, 

Thj frame ia as light aa the forest stag, 

And as strong and Una as a rocky crag : 

Thy feet and toes (the more good luck) 

As pretty and broad as the web-footed duck. 

CIm . — Begin with the head, &c. 

My life I’d give a prize to him 

Who produces a wife like thee c.an swim ; 

Or paddle with skill a heavy canoe, 

’Gainst the mightiest wind that ever blew, 

Cho . — ^Begiu with the head, &c. 

Et cetera, et cetera, ei cetera. This translation may give some 
faint idea of the general elegance of Siamese verse, and the sing- 
song, droning nature of the music, but too fitly adapted to the 
poetry. 


THE CULPKIT PRIEST’S LAMENT. 

In a preceding chapter I have alluded to the celibacy of the 
priests of Siam. Any departure from this is severely punished, 
and the following is a translation of a lament supposed to be 
uttered by a guilty priest, previous to his sufiering along with 
his partner in guilt the dreadful punishment attached to their 
transgression. 

I was as a bird on the banian tree, 

In the heat of the sultry day. 

That vainly sought from the hawk to fiee, 

As its shadow pass’d o’er that way ; 
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As the bird’s heart flutters beneath the gaze 
Of the falcon's deadly eye ; 

So fluttered mine, when in sore amaze, 

I saw thy form draw nigh ; 

Tor never on earth or on sea before, 

Had I seen a thing so bright ; 

Tliy face was love, and thy smile was more 
Kesjtlendeut than the light ; 

And thy tread was as soft as the timid doe, 
When it noiselessly seeks the brook ; 

And the terror that fill’d me, who can know 
When entranced by thy first look ? 

I trembling imagined in thee I saw 
A ajimt from realms almvc. 

And uiy aching heart grew sad and sore. 
With hoiieless madd’niug lov<‘. * 

In fasciiiat ion’s iiowerfol sjwll 
1 was liiinnd as the bird is bound, 

Which, ere to the serpent’s jaw it fell, 
i’lcw circling round and round j 

For I hover’d by day around the spot, 

Wliere I knew that danger dwelt ; 

And the cares and sorrows of life forgot. 

In the riqitumus bliss I felt. 

When a smile or a glance like a cheering ray 
Of sttulight pierced my breast, 

And vainly I sought to hie me away 
From tliy charms and be at rest. 

And cursed lie tlie day and the fatal Lour 
1 learned to love thee well ; 

For a hidden sting lurk’d beneath the flower. 
And loXTDg, I siun’d, and fell — 
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And a feaiM doom 'waito thee and me, 

A fearful doom indeed ; 

’Twere better to drown ’ueath the fathomless sea, 

Or on battle-field to bleed, 

Behold the faggots blaze up high, 

The smoke is black and dense ; 

The sinews burst, and crack, and flj ; 

Oh suffering intense ! 

The roar of fire and shriek of pain, 

And the blood that boils and splashes ; 

These all consume — the Si-;irch were vain 
For the lovers' mingled ashes. 
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SIAMESE MUSIC. 

THBMQon^nyiiig cnt ^es a jn^ and strilting picture of a 
Siamese bud of imnietue. Their iDstruments are extremely 
primitiw, soeb n one might innq^iue were in rogue in the days 
of the psalmist David. The hautboy player is seldom, like the 
rest of his brother musicians, seated on the floor. This import- 
ant individual, who is usually the leader of the baud, chooses a 
kneeling }iosture, as the one not only best suited to hia dignity, 
but OB affording him more fi'eedom of action ; and he might as 
soon be expected to jump over the moon, as to play an air, 
however doleful and dolorous, without swaying his body to and 
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fro to keep time with the mo^emeiits of the melodj. !I3te baud' 
maater ie nsnally - ptofessionallj a suakeHshanner, and hie 
long ]«actice in that rather unenviable calling, haa forced on 
him the habit of rocking hia bodj to uid fro with greater or 
less energy, as the time and cadence of the music may require. 
Without this, he conld never fascinate the cobra, who with head 
erect, and venomed tongue stnck out in the air, is compelled, 
whilst under the deep spell of mnsic, to follow every motion of 
the charmer, longing, yet totally unable either to stir from 
the spoi^ or to dart its envenomed fangs into the heart’s blood of 
him it would fain destroy, and yet cannot resist implicitly 
obeying. The Siamese band-master and snake-oharm» prefers 
this position, because it gives his arms full swii^, and whilst 
playing on with one hand, and keeping the cobra’s head and 
neck in perpetual motion, he cautiously withdraws the other 
hand, and watching for a favourable moment, darts at the 
serpent’s neck, and firmly holding on till the whole body of the 
creature has been wove round his arm, coolly proceeds by the 
aid of a small pair of pincers to extract the snake’s teeth and 
venom bag : and then the cobra has become a harmless play- 
thing. So, in his double profession of musician and snake- 
charmer, this individual demands no small degree of respect 
from his brethren. His instrument has six holes for note^ is 
roughly and carelessly shaped, has no keys, and has only 
acquired a high polish from the fact of its having been con- 
tinually handled about and played upon daring the last ten or 
fifteen years. The wood of which it is made is commonly frmn 
the jack-fmit tree, a wood' capable of receiving a high polish, and 
in my opinion admirably adapted for guitars. The tones pro- 
duced by this Siamese hautboy, even at the best of time, and 
whilst executing the liveliest airs, are heart-rendingly dolorous 
and out of time ; nothing will bear comparison with it, with the 
exception, perhaps, of old and cracked bagpipes, such as the 
Frenchmen supposed bad occasioned the death of all the 
nightingales in Scotland, Next to the band-master comes the 
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performer on the Siamese pianoforte. This, however, is in 
reality strictly a Burmese instrument of Burmese inyentioD, 
and on which the Burmese far excel their flat-nosed neighbours. 
Ilm notes consiet of oblong pieces of wood, hewn and shaped 
from the cashoo-uut tree, and varying in size from six inches by 
one broad, to fourteen inches by two; these are strung upon 
pieces of twine, a knot intervening between each note to prevent 
jarring and confusion. These are' fastened on a mahogany sta^d 
of about three feet in length and a foot high ; and the method 
of performing u[)on this instrument is hy striking them with two 
knob-euded bdtom, one of which the player holds in either 
hand. The effect is harmonious. The notes are regular, and 
admit of a vast scope for cadence and harmony of touch, and 
there are some of tlie Burmese who fl.y over the notes with 
amazing rapidity and precision. 

After the piano-forte player comes the j^rformer on the 
bifUmi, an insti'un.ent purely «tf Siamese inveutiou, and which 
coiiaistfl of from t.en to a dozen long i«Krroraled reed-s, or young 
bamboos, in a double range — confined together by means of a 
hollow, wooden band, and closely cemented with wax, so as to 
prevent the esc-aps of air or sonnd. The orifice at one end is 
a])plied to the mouth, and no skill is required in producing the 
most melodious sounds — sometimes loud and sweet enough to 
resemble the peal from a church organ. The m.m las merely to 
blow into this orifice, and, with his fingers, cover or open the 
little holes that are perforated into the canes on either row just 
above the tube that is applied to the month. Tlje tabour player 
comes next : his is an instrument common to all eastern 
nations ; it consists of a baked earthen vessel, with very much 
the shape of an Lour glass, open at both ends — ^to one of which a 
piece of sheep’s skin or jiarcliment is firmly attached. Striking 
on tills, he keeps time with the rest of the musicians ; and it 
answers very much the same purposes as a kettle-drum. Lastly 
in the cirele of ijerformeisi, we come to the veritable banjo — with 
this difference in its construction, that it is manafactored 
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entirely out of a lai^ long-necked gourd, which, when green, 
is alioed in halves langways, cleared of pulp and seed, and so left 
to dry in the sun. When dry, the aperture is covered with 
psuehment, and from four to six strings strung after4)he fashion 
of a guitar. Its notes are melodious enough when well touched, 
and it is capable of forming an excellent accompaniment to the 
voice. These constitute a Siamese band, with the addition only, 
oh large processions and festive occasions, of a big drum and a 
set of triangles. 1 consider the Siamese music execrable ; nor, 
indeed, is there any nation in the East that can be said to possess 
even the first rudiments of music, sure and except the Malays 
inhabiting the straits of Malacca. 
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SIAMESE LANGUAGE. 


The subject of the Siamese language is much too extensive 
to be treated of in a work like this, that does not aspire higher 
than to be a personal narrative. Still a few specimens may be 
given of the words hi most common use, denoting the most 
familiar articles : — 

Pra—o. great cleaver, used as a hatchet. 

Cion — a joiner’s chisel. 

Jbendi — a saw. 

ft 

Kob — a joiner s plane. 

QuuA — ^a spade. 
lieucmj — a house. 

&iim — tho bamboo pillars which bear the house. 

Jlool — the two ti'ansverscs o/ bamboos laid across, along thc,( 
front and along the back part of a house. 

Premuff — ^hurdles serving to plank the lower or first floor. 

Fak — sticks flattened and joined together at equal distances, 
to lay over the floor instead of a carjiet. 

J/iesa — ^the moUicr wall ; it consists of the hurdles or wainscot* 
ing which serves as tho outward wall. 

J’a— the hurdles which make the principal enclosures. 

Lank fa — the son of the enclosure, that is to say the lesser 
endosures. 

Krobouang — the tiles. 
iPe— the roof. 

Honf ! — a chamber. 

Oadai—th» ladder of the house. 
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3V-»om — the place 'where the hed ia to lie on 'when they have no 
bedstead. 2fon signifies to sleep ; te signifies a place. 
Manr—a. pillow. 

Fouk-aonff-^um-^be mattress : toty signifies under, and non 
to sleep. 

Prom— a. carpet for the feet. 

Hip — a chest. 

Hip4in — a chest with drawers. 

Jle-otm—ik pot to put water in ; can signifies a pot ; me means 
mother. 

Towu—n porcelain plate or disk 
Qnion—a, spoon. 

Mid— a. knife. 

Mid-caune — a razor ; c>ivne signifies to shave, so that the word 
literally means a knife to shave, or a shaving-knife. 
Tia%-guian — a candlestick ■, quUm is a caudle of yellow wax. 
hom-fok — a bonnet of ceremony ; loin signifying bonnet, ‘and 
pok high. 

Pd-iKWwsr— a linen sash, worn round the lower part of the body. 
Ltna-kan — the muslin shirt. ^ 

Moak — a hat. 

Penn-mk-mp — a musket. 

Penn — a cannon ; '« ith the addition of yai, it moons a great 
cannon. 

Touan — a lance. 

Dai) — a sabre. 

a bow. 

TJuan kai can — to shorten. 

TJioM 0 mong — to mine. 

Raa^ hai — ^to weep. 

Kep wai—to retain. 

Chak k, hrai — ^to wish, 

Tang prata — ^to incur a fine. 

C/iai an — of a tender disposition. 

ClMi reo— of a quick apprehension. 
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Mee-n6m ehai — discreet, polite. 

Tang kan — ^necessary. 

Tali ehai nuk naa — greatly alarmed. 
t'iatrookun — ^mimical. 

3fe te}n paee — jdenliful. 

Tern, m nook — delightful. 

Tern, chang — spiteful. 

Mle pnn yu — wise. 

K, ho hok — false. 

Deng ding — reddish. 

Dam dam — blackish. 

Moi m dee — ^tolerably well. 

Mai k, JoA — fearless. 

T, hee. dak mui — a flower pot. 

T, hee fang p, fiee — a place of burial. 

JVol' yooiig — a jjeacock ; literally, a bird. 
(7//.c(t.»~siek. 

K, Imam tthene — sickness, 

Kream eia/oo — kiadiioss, 

T, han — how. 

Khee — how many. 

Khrai — who. 

Dai — what. 

Rai — what ? 

Ma.k — many. 

MAee — ^few. 

Yai — great. 

Lek — ^little. 

TaAu — long. 

San — short. 

NA t, hee 7i«e— come here. 

A natch a — sister. 

Pan {ke) tre — sound the trumpet. 

Me-heh — ^loadstone, or mother of iron. 

K, hongt, ha — ^water ; literally, the Goddess Gunga. 
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Lav, ehaee — gruidcion. 

Lav, yeeng — granddaughter, 
i’o— .grandfather. 

YHi, — grandmother. 

.dcAiwe— uncle. 

Tafhau — aunt. 
i*A»— eldest brother or sister. 
Pang — ^youngest brother or sister. 
Sam/K D p hoa — husband. 

Me-a — ^wife. 

Maiei»e-~<{a6en, 

Akk-ha maliesse — ^princess. 

Pum — a potato. 

Bootehee — son. 


Bootyetig— daughter. 


1 — Nnng. 

lO — Seiip. 

2 — Siing, 

1 1 — Seep bet. 

3 — B&m. 

1 2 — Seep sang. 

4 — See. 

1 3 — Seep sdm. 

5 — //«. 

] 4 — Vee seep. 

6 — Jlok. 

100 — B-fie mung. 

1—Chet. 

1000 — P,han nung. 

8— Pet. 

10,000 — Mun nu7ig. 

9 — KaS. 

100,000 — Seu nvng. 
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LOTJBEEE’S ACCOUNT OF THE SIAMESE. 

It has often been remarked of the natires of the East that 
they are almost unchangeable in their modes of goTenunent, 
habits of life, and ways of thinking. Century after century 
passes away unmarked by progress and uudiatiuguinhed by 
change. Traveller succeeds traveller at long intervals of time 
and each repeats uucousciously the observations and diffases the 
information of. the other. 

The Siamese certainly form no exception to this remark. 
Such as tliey were iu the days of the early Jesuit mismonariea— 
such are they found now. La LoubJre visited them in 1687, and 
published a book descrijitive of the country and its inhabitants, 
which, with little change, would apply equally well to Siam 
and the Siamese of the present day. Where is the nation of 
Europe of which the same could be said 1 The England of 1688 
was very different from the England of 1852. The activity, the 
restlessness, and the change of any year between these two dates 
would almost crowd a century of the history of such countries 
as Siam. 

In illustration of this, the following translations &om Louhdre's 
interesting, and now raie work, will, it is hoped, prove 
of value : — 

"dr£Ss of the siahese. 

‘‘The Siamese hardly clothe themselves. Tacitus reports 
concerning the German inCuitry, in his time, that it was either 
all naked or covered with light coats, and even at this present 
time (1688) there are some savages iu North America who go 
almost naked, which proves, in my opinion, that the siiii^city 
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of maimeiB, as as the fieai, is the cause of the nakedness of 
the Siamese as it is of the nadi^ of these saTages. Zt is not that 
clothes are insuppoitaUe to .the French irho visit .Siam, but it is 
not healthy for them to unclothe themselves, because the injuries 
of excessively hot air are not less senLous than those of extremely 
ecdd air ; yet vrith this difference, that in very hot olimates it is 
suffideut for health to cover the stomadi. The Spaniards do for 
this reason cover it with a buffalo’s skin ; but the Siamese, 
whose saaDnetB are fdaiii in everything, have chosen to habituate 
thenudves from their iuiaucy to an almost entire nudity. 

"They go with their feet naked and their head bare, and fi>r 
decency onlyihey gird their reins ami tliighs, down to the knees, 
with a piece of painted cloth, about twv yards and a half long, 
which the Portuguese call pofftie. Sometimes, instead of a painted 
cloth, the pagiie is a silken stuff, either plain or embroidered with 
gold and silver. 

“ The mandarins or officers wear, besides the pagne, n muslin 
shirt, which serves as a kind of ve«t. They pluck it off and wrap 
it about their middle when they approach a mandarin much 
higher in dignity, to express to him their readiness to^o whmre 
he may please to send them. These shirts have no neck-band, 
and are open before. The sleeves hang down almost to their 
wrietf^ being about two feet wide, but without being plaited 
above or below. 

“ In winter they sometimes put over their shoulders a hceodtll 
of stuff or painted linen, either like a mantle or a scaif, the ends 
of which they wind very neatly about their arms. 

“ But the King of Siam wears a vest of some excellent satin, 
brocaded, the sleeves of which are very straight, and reach 
down to the wrist, and as we apparel ourselves against the 
cold under our waistcoats, he puts this next under the shirt 
which I have described, and which he adorns with lace or 
European paint. It is not lawful for any Siamese to wear this 
sort of vest, unless the IQug gives it to him, and he makes this 
present only to the most considerable of bis officers. 

B 2 
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" He sometimes also gives them another vest or garment of 
scarlet, 'which is to be worn onlf in war or at hunting, Hus 
garment reaches to the knees, and has eight or ten buttons 
in front The sleeves are wide, but without ornament, and so 
short that they do not reach the elbows. 

“ The difference between the dress of the women and that of 
the men is, that the women fastening their fo^nt lengthwise 
round their bodies, in the same way as the men do, let it fall 
down broadways, somewhat like a close coat, so as to reach 
half way down the leg ; whereas the men tie the two ends of the 
‘patj'M tightly around their loins. The women have no covering 
but the jMgne, but among the rich it is not ’unusual to wear a 
scarf. They sometimes wrap the ends of the scarf about their 
arms, but the most fashionable way, and that which is considered 
as the beat to set off their beauty, is to put it singly over ^eir 
bosoms at the middle, smooth tlte wrinkles, and let the two 
ends liang down behind over their shoulders* 

“ They wear rings on the three last fingers of each hand, and 
the fashion permits them to put on as many as can possibly be 
kept on.* They wear no necklaces, but the 'women and children 
wear ear-rings, generaUy of gold, silver, or vermilion gilt, tad 
in the shape of a pear. The boys and girls of a good famfly 
have bracelets, but only to six or seven ye,ar8 of age, and they 
equally wear them on their arms or legs. They are of the same 
material as the ear-rings.'’ 

“ FESSONAL APPEAHANCE OF TUB SIAUESB. 

“ The Siamese are rather small in stature, but their bodies are 
well proportioned, which I principally attribute to their not swad- 
dling in their infancy. The care that we take to form the shape 
of our children is not always so successful as the liberty which 
they leave to nature to proceed in forming theirs. The shape of 
the face in both men and women is more of an oval than a 
lozenge ; it is broad and high at the cheek-bones, but the fore' 
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liead auddeoly oontracts and teminates almost as mu<dt in a 
pmat as the chin. Their ejes are small and not orer brisk, and 
the vhite thereof is generally yellowish. Their jaws are hollow 
by reason they are too high abore, their mouths are large, their 
lips thick and pale, and their teeth blackened. Their complexion 
is coarse and of a brown mixed with red, to which the continual 
sun-buming very much contributes. 

“ The hair is black, thick, and lank, and both sexes wear it so 
short that all round the head it reaches only to the tip of tlie 
ears.'. Underneath this they are very closely shaved, and this 
fashion greatly pleases them. The women raise the hair' on 
their forehead, bat witiiout fastening it again, and some let it 
grow boldnd to wreathe it. Tlie young nninanied wear it after 
a particular matiuer. They cut with scissors very close the 
crown of the head, and then all round they puU off a small 
circle of hair about the thickness of two crown-pieces, and under- 
neath they let the rest of their hair grow down almost to the 
shoulders. The Spaniards, by reason of the heat, frequently 
shave the crown of the head in this manner, but they pluck off 
nobbing. 

“ They take care of their teeth, tjthough they black them ; 
they wash their hair with water and sweet oils as the Spaniards 
do. They use combs brought from Cliiiia, which, instead of 
being all of a piece, like our-s, sire only a great many points or 
teetli tied close together with wires. They pluck the beard, of 
which they n.aturally liave little, but they do not cut their nails, 
being satisfied with keeping them neat.” 

"SIAMESE LOVE OF GAMBLING. 

“ The Siamese love gaming to such an excess as to ruin them- 
Belves and lose their liberty, or that of their childreu ; for, in this 
country, whoever has not wherewith to satisfy his creditor, sells 
his children to discharge his debt ; and if this is insufficient, be 
himself becomes a slave.” 
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UIKBS OF aCAlI. 

Tnx following account, given by Loubtee, of the mines of Siam, 
hilly bears out the statements in the pireceding pages regarding 
the probable existence of great metallic wealth in the country : — 
“ Ko counti7 has a greater reputation for being rich in mines 
than Siam; and the great number of idols and other woidcs of art 
cast in metal shows that these mines have been better cnltifated 
in former times than now. It is believed, likewise, that they 
thenco extracted that gre.at quantity of gold with which they 
have adorned not only their innumerable idols but the wainscot 
and roofs of their temples. Tliey have likewise found many pita 
bearing marks of antiquity, and the remains of a great many 
furnaces, which are ihonght to liave Won abandoned during the 
wars with Pegu. * 

“ The king who now reigns has not been able to find any vein 
of gold or silver that would repay the expense of workbg, 
although he has employed in this work some Europeans, and 
among the rest a Spaniard who had been in Mexico, and who 
found, if not a great fortune, at least his subsistence during 
twenty years, even up to tlie jieriod of liis death, by flattering 
the avarice of this prinee with the imaginary promises of infinite 
treasure. After having dug and mined in sevei-al places they 
found only some very mean copper mines, though intermixed 
with a little gold and silver. Five hundred-weight of ore 
scarcely jielded an ounce of metal. 

“ From Siam we brought back Mr. Vincent, the physician. 
He understood mathematics and chemistry, aud the King of 
Siam retained him some time at the work in his mines. He 
rectified the labours of the Siamese iu some things, so that they 
could obtain a little more profit thxui formerly. He showed 
them a mine of very good steel (iron ?) at the top of a mountain, 
which had already been worked, but which they had not 
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perceived. He dieeovered elso.oiie of. andaiosy and aevend 
ol^en, as well' as a quairy of white marble. Sendee this, he 
fbnnd out a gold-mine^ which to him appeared veiy rich, as &r 
as he was able to judge without trying it ; but he did not riiow 
it to the natives. Several Siamese, mostly Thlapoine or Friests^ 
eaynu secretly to consult him abont the art of purifying and 
separating metala, and brought him various specimens of very 
rich ore. From some he extracted a very good quantity of fine 
silver, and from others a variety of metals. 

** The Siamese have iron rainos, but they are not very pro^ 
ductive, and besides, the natives are badi foigemen. They obtain 
padlocks from Japan, some of which are of iron, and am very 
good ; others are of copper, and are very bad." 

The King of Siam, iriio reigned when Loubhre was there, had, 
among other reasons for supposiug that his country abounded in 
mines of gold and silver, the following, which is worth noticing, 
on account of its originality Extensive mines of gold and silver 
exist in Mexico and Peru ; as ^am is nearly the antipodes to 
those countries, and as the king supposed the metallic veins 
must pass right through the earth, it naturally followed that the 
gold and silver of Mexico and Peru must reappear on the other 
ride of the world in Siam 1 


“mode or PKEPARIKO TEA. 

“The Siamese prepare their tea in this manner. They have 
copper pots tinned on the inside wherein the water is boiled. 
It is boiled very quickly, because the copper is very thin. His 
copper comes from Japan, if my memory &il8 me not, and it is 
so easy to work that I question whether we have any so pliant 
in Europe, These pots are called and on the other hand 
they have houlis of red earth, which is without taste, though 
without varnish. They first rinse the earthen pot with boilbg 
water to heat it ; then they put in as much tea as one can take 
up with the finger and thumb, and afterwards fill it with boiling 
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water, and after liaTing covered it they still pour boiling water 
on the outside : they do not stop the spout as we do. When the 
tea is sufficiently infused, that is to say, when the leaves are 
precipitated, they pour the liquor into china dishes, which, at 
first, they fill only half, to the end that if it appear too strong 
they may temper it by pouring in water, which they still keep 
boiling in the copper pot. They continue adding boiling water 
to tlie earthen pot until they find that the strength of the tea is 
gone. They put no sugar into the dishes, because they have 
none refined which is not candy, and it melts too slowly. They, 
therefore, take a little in the mouth and champ it as they drink 
the tea. When they would have no more tea they turn the cup 
down on the saucer, because it is the greatest incivility in them, 
to refuse anything, and if they left the cup standing they would 
be served with more tea, which they are obliged to receive. But 
they forbear to fill the dish unless they wish to testify to the 
guest that he is not expected to come hac)^ to tlie house, in 
_which case the dish is re-filled, even though the cup he turned 
dovni." 


“ SJAIIESE HOUSES, 

“ The houses of the Siamese are small, but surrounded with 
pretty laige grounds. Hurdles of cleft bamboo, often not closely 
compacted, make the floors, walls, and roof. The piles on which 
they are erected to avoid the inundations are bamboos as thick 
as a man's leg, and about thirteen feet above the ground, by 
reason tliat the waters sometimes rise to that height : there are 
never more than four or six, on which other bamboos are laid 
across instead of beams. The stairs are a ladder of bamboo, 
which hangs on the outside like the ladder of a windmill. And, 
as their stables also are in the air, they have climbers made of 
hurdles by which the cattle enter. 

“ If every house stands single, it is rather for the privacy of 
the family, which would be discovered through such thin walls, 
than for fear of fire. They make their little fire in the courts and 
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hone in the honses ; and in any ease it is impossible for a fire to 
do any great datoage. Three hundred houses, vhich were 
'burned at Siam in our time, were rebuilt in two days. On a 
time when a bomb was shot to please the King of Siam, who 
beheld it at a distance, from one of the windows of his palace, it 
was necessary, for this purpose, to remove three houses, and the 
proprietors had them carried away, with their furniture, in less 
than an hour. Their hearth or chimney is a basket-full of earth, 
supported by three sticks^ like a tripod. In the same manner, 
they place the fires in the forests when hunting the elephants." 

“ BESTEICTIONS 0!f CoMUBRCR. 

“ Commerce requires a certain lil>erty. bio person can resolve 
to go to Siam, necessarily to sell unto the king what is can’ied 
thither, and to buy of him alone what we would carry thence, 
when this was not the product of the kingdom. For though there 
were several foreign ships together at Siam, tlie trade was not 
permitted irom one ship to the other, nor with the inhabitants 
of the country, natives or foreigners, till that the king, under 
pretence of a preference due to liis royal dlguity, had purchased 
what was beat in the ships, and at his own rate to sell it after- 
wards as he pleased ; because that, when the season for the de- 
parture of the ships presses on, the merchants choose rather to 
sell to great loss and dearly to buy a new cargo, than to wait at 
Siam a new season to depart 'without hopes of making a better 
trade.” [In illustration of this extract, see the account of Mr. 
Crawford's embassy.] 

“ OENERAL CHARACTER OF THE SIAMESE. 

. " In general the Siamese have more moderation than we have. 
Their humours are os calm as their heaven, which changes only 
twice a year, and insensibly, when it turns by little and little 
&om rain to fair weather, and from fair weather to rain. They 
act only by necessity, and do not, like us, place merit in action. 
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It Beems not rational to them that labonr and pains should he 
the fruit and reward of virtue. They have the good' fortune to 
be bom pbUosopheis, and it may be that if they were not bom 
such, they would not become so more than we. I therefrre 
willingly believe 'what the ancients have reported, that jdnlo- 
aophy came from the Indies into Europe, and tihat we have be^ 
more concerned at the insensibiUty of the Lidians than the 
Indians have been at tile wonders which our inqittietiide' has 
produced, in the dkcovexy of so many different arts, whereof we 
flatter outeelves, perhaps to no purpose, that necesaty was the 
mother.” 
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MiilMS or THE TALAPOINS, OH PETESTS, 
OP SIAM. 


liOUBfefus a tranelation from tlio Siamese of the Tnatims 
of the Talapoms, or Priesfe of Siam. A selection of these is 
given in the following pages. Some are omitted, which consider 
several of the actions of tlic priests rather “ too cnrionsly.” The 
remarks within briicketa are those of LouWre : — 

Kill no man. [They not only do not kill, bnt they never strike 
any person.] 

Steal not. 

Glorify not yourself, saying that you have arrived at sanctity. 
[Every man who is not a Talapoin cannot become holy, that is to 
aiy, he cannot arrive at a certain degree of merit] 

Dig not the earth. [This command is said to bo laid down out 
of a strange kind of respect entertained for the “mother of 
us all.”] 

Cause not any tree to die. [They .arc piuhibited from even 
cutting a branch.] 

Kill no animal. 

Drink no intoxicatiug liquor. 

Do not eat rice after dinner. [They may eat fruit in the 
evening, and chew betel all the day long.] 

Segard not songs, dances, nor players on instruments. 

Use no perfumes. 

Neither sit nor sleep in a place as high as that of your superior. 
Keep neither gold nor silver. [They are prohibited from 
touching it, but this rule is ill observed. Tlie trade of a Talapoin 
m a trade to grow rich, and when they are wealthy enough, they 
quit the temples and marry.] 
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Entertain not yonrself with things that do not oonoeni 

■f ^ 

religion. 

Do no work which ia not the work of religion. 

Give not flowers unto women. 

Contract not friendship with laymen, in hopes of receiving 
alms from them. 

Borrow nothing of laymen. 

Lend not unto usury, though it be only a single cory. 

Keep neither lance, nor sword, nor any arm of war. 

Eat not excessively. 

Sleep not too much. 

Sing no worldly songs. 

Flay not on any instrument, and eschew all sports and 
diversions. * 

Judge not your neighlwur ; say not that he is good or this is 
wicked. 

l>o not sloakc yjur ams in walking. [IJiis rule is little 
observed.] 

Climb not upon trees. [The reason for this rule is, the tear of 
breaking any of the branches.] 

Bake no tile, nor burn any wood. [This is out of respect to 
the earth and tlie wood. It is as bad to bake a tile as to bake 
rice, and it ia a wicked .act to destroy wood.] 

Wink not with your eyes in speaking, and look not with 
contempt. 

Labour not for money. [The Talapoius onght to live on 
cliarity, and not on the labour of their hands.] 

Look not upon women to please your eyes. 

Make no incisions that may draw blood. 

Neither buy nor sell anything. 

In eating do not make the noise tchibe, tchihe^ tckiabe, tchiahe, as 
dogs do. [This is the unpleasant noise which some persons make 
in chewing slowly and gently.] 

Sleep not in a place exposed to view. 

Give no medicines which contain poison. [This is on account 
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of the danger of killing. They are, however, not prohibited 
from the art of physic, on the contrary, they practise it to a 
great extent. From this circumstance the Siamese, so far from 
being scandalised to see the missionaries practisidg medirine, 
tolerate and love them all the more. It is necessary that the 
missionaries should freely cure the sick, either by the art of 
medicine or by miracle.] 

A TALAPOIK SINS 

If, in walking along the streets, he has not his senses 
composed. 

If he do not shave his beard, his hair, and his eyebrows, 
and dress his nails. [1 know not whether this has any olher 
foundation than an excew of neatness.] 

If, on being seated, he allows his feet to be suspended or 
extended. [Modesty, in their opinion, requires that the legs 
should be crossed, and the feet placed near the knees.] 

If, after having eaten, he dora not gather the remains for the 
next day. 

If has not several gannents. 

If he seems to be as austere as a Talapoin of the woods, and 
pretending to keep the rules more exactly than others, performs 
his meditations in places where he is seen, while he observes 
nothing of all this when he is alone and unobserved. 

If he receives an alms, and goes presently to bestow it on 
another. 

If he speaks to a woman in a secret place. 

If he concerns himself in any of the affairs of the king, except 
those which concern religion. 

If he cultivates the earth, or breeds ducks, poultiy, cows, 
buffalos, elephants, horses, pigs, dogs, after the manner of laymen. 

I^ in preaching, he does not speak in the Balie language. 
[The Balie is the sacred as distinguished from the vulgar 
language in Siam. This maxim is not well rendered in the 
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tmttlatioa. Their vay of preaching is to read oat of the 
Balie, where they ought to diange nothing ; bat they mnet begin 
in the TOlgar tongue, and say nothing whioh is not in the Bidie.] 

If he qieaks one thing and thinks another. 

If he speaks evil of another. 

If, OB i)eing wakened, he does not rise immediately, but turns 
himself on one side and the other. [It is necessasy that it be the 
hour of rising, tli.at is to say, that there be light enough to 
' enable them to discern the veins of their Lands.] 

If he seats himself on the same mat with a woman. 

If he bakes rice ; because it is a killing of the life that exists 
in seeds. 

If he eats anything that has not been offered to him with 
joined hands. [Tliis is a piece of vanity ; for the respect due to 
the priests i-equires that eveiTthing be. given with both hands. 
The Talapoins believing tbcmselves VwAy, think themselves 
highly superior to uhe laymen, whom they eansitler as loaded 
witli sin. They salute no jiersan, not even the king ; and when 
the Sancrat, or sujierior priest, preaches or speaks to the king, 
his Majesty places himself behind a veil. When the king cannot 
avoid a Talapoin he salutes him ; but the Talapoin clots not 
salute the king.] 

If he covets another’s estate. 

If he reviles the earth, the wind, the fire, the water, or any 
other thing whatever. 

If he excites persons to qnaireL 

If he gets upon a horse, .an elephant, or in a palanquin. [He 
ought not to burden beast, nor man, nor tree.] 

If be •clothes himself with rich garments. 

If he rubs bis body against anything. 

If he puts 'flowers in his ears. 

If he wears shoes which conceal his heels. 

If he plants flowers and trees. [The Talapoins consider it 
sinful in them to dig holes in the earth.] 

If he receives anything from the hand of a woman, [^e 
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gAH)ft place, «nd the Taliiipom tehee it where the women tea 
put it] 

If he hwee not erciy one equaliy. [That is not to say that he 
must love another as well an himself.] ^ 
iEf Jie natB anything that has life ; as, for example, the gndne 
whidi may yet bear fruit. [But they are not forbidden to fat 
anythkig that has had Ufe.] 

If he outs or plucks up anything that has yet life. 

If he an idol. [They consider the idol is above the 

man, and therefore it is inconsistent that the idol shonld be the 
work of the man, because in justice the work is inferi or to the 
worirman. The laymen, therefore, who make the idols are 
thereby guilty of sin : but, according to the priests, that kind of 
sin is inevitable. There are, however, no household idols, so 
that the laymen make idols only for the temple.] 

If he does not fill up a ditch which he has made, [fie sins 
in making the ditch, and he sins if he does not repair the evil he 
has don^ 

If having no work to do he tucks up the tail of his pagne. 

If he eats in gold or silver. 

If he sleeps after he has eaten, instead of performing the 
service of religion. 

If after having eaten what has been given to him in charity, 
he pleases to make remarks on the food, saying this was good 
or that was not good. [These maxims savour of sensuality, and 
not of mortification.] 

If he glorifies himself by saying, “ I am the sou of a mandarin,” 
or, “My mother is rich,” 

If he wears red, black, green, or white pagnes. [The usual 
colour of the priest’s dress is yellow.] 

If in laughing he raises his voice. 

If m preaching he changes something in ihe Billie text to 
please shinets. 

If he gives charms to render persons invulnerable. [They 
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believe it poaeible to reader themeelves iuvnlnerable tvgaiust the 
blows of the executioners in the execution of justice.] 

If he boasts that he is more learned than the rest. 

If he covets gold or silver, saying, “When I go out of the 
convent,! will marry^and be at expense.!’ 

If he grieves to lose his relations by death. [It is not lawful for 
the Cremg,i)xBX is the saints, to lament the Cahat, or the laymen.] 

If he goes out in the evening to visit any persons except his 
father or mother, or his sisters, or his brethren, or if he should 
unawares contrive to quarrel by the way. 

If he gives pafinu of gold or silver to other than his father or 
mother, brethren or sisters. 

If he runs out of the convent to seize pagtws, or gold or silver 
which he may suppose some one has stolen. 

If ho sHh upon a carpet mterwoven with gold or silver which 
has not been given to him, but which he himself has caused to 
be made. ' 

If lie sits down without taking a jpnpw to sit upon. [This 
paguc is called a ikntut, and servos to raise the Talapoiu when he 
is seated. Sometimes they make use of a buffalo’s skin several 
times folded for this purpose.] 

If, while walking the streets, he has not buttoned a certain 
button worn in the giirment, and if, on going into a balon or 
canoe, he does not unbutton this very button. [I know not the 
reason fur this maxim.] 

If, seeing a company of maidens seated, he coughs or makes a 
noise to induce them to turn their heads. 

If he does uot put his clothes on very early in the morning. 

If he runs in the street as if he were pursued. 

If he has not learned certain numbers and calculations. 
[They are superstitious numliers.] 

If, going into any one’s house, he makes a noise with his feet 
and walks heavily. 

If he judges of the persons that he sees, saying, “ This one is 
handsome,” or, “That one is unhandsome.” 
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If he boldly looks upon men. 

If he derides or rails at'any one. 

If he sleeps on something high. 

If he wrangles with any one at the same time that he eats. 

If in- eating he lets rice &11 on one side ’and the other. 

If, after having eaten and washed his feet, he picks his teeth 
and then whistles with his lips in presence of laymen. 

If he threatens any one with punishment so as to make himself 
feared. 

If, in going anywhere, he resolves not to keep the command- 
ments. 

If he washes his body and takes the current of the water above 
another Talapoiu older than him self. 

If he forges iron. [This also proceeds from their desire not to 
extinguish life. Iron cannot be forged without extinguishing 
the fire which has made it red.] 

Ifi while meditating on the things of religion, he doubts of 
anything he does not clearly understand, and yet, out of vanity, 
will not ask another who might explain it. 

If he knows not the three seasons of the year, and how be 
ought to make the conferences at every season. [The thret 
seasons are — the Winter, the Little Summer, and the Great 
Summer.] 

If he knows that another Talapoin owes money to any one, 
and nevertheless enters into the temple with this Talapoin. 
[We have before seen a rule which prohibits them to borrow 
from laymen.] , 

If he is at enmity or angry with another Talapoin, and yet 
comes with that Talapoin to the conferences which are made 
about matters of religion. 

If he terrifies any one. 

If he causes any one to be seized by whom he loses less than a 
tikol. But if he loses more than this sum he must be dismissed. 

If he gives medicines to a man who is not sick. [Preventive 
medicines are not allowed,] 
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If he whistles with his mouth to divert himself. 

If he cries like robbers. 

If he makes a fire or covers it. [It is not lawfiil to kindle the 
fire, fur that is destroying what is burned, nor to cover it for 
fear of extiuguisliing it.] 

If he eats any one of these eight sorts of flesh ; viz., of a man, 
an elephant, a horse, a ser|)eDt, a tiger, a crocodile, a dog, or 
a oat. 

If he goes daily to beg alms at the same place. 

If he causes a basin to be made of gold or silver to receive 
alms. [Tlicy receive alms in an iron plate.] 

If he puts his hand into the pot 

If, in eating, he besmears himself round the mouth like a little 
child. 

If he bogs alms, and takes more than he can eat in one day. 

If. in going to beg alms, he coughs that he may be seen. 

If in walking the streeth. he covers his head with his or 
puts on Lis hat, an laymen somctiines do. [They shelter them- 
selves from the sun with a fan in the form of a screen, which 
they call TalajfMtt.] ' 

if in going to sing, or rather to rehearse, at a dead man’s 
house, he does nut reflect upon death, upon the certainty of all 
yiersoua dying, upon the instability of human things, and upon 
the frailty of man’s life. [This is partly the matter of their song 
over dead bodies.] 

If in eating, he doe.s not cross his legs. [In general, they can- 
not sit otherwise on any oecaaion.] 

If being with laymen, and wrangling with them, he extends 
his feet. 
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